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Permission to Translate 


SOS NOE) 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, Most Compassionate 


All Praise is for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and may His salu- 
tations, peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah &, his 
family and companions and all those who follow him. 

I have received a proposal regarding the translation of the book 
"Ajalat al-Sibaq ila Makarim al-Akhlaq (The Quest for Virtuous Char- 
acter), written by my father, al-Habib Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah 
al-Haddar, (may Allah have mercy on him) and I am most pleased 
with such a blessed suggestion. I hereby authorize its production, 
with the hope that we will all be from amongst those who call to Allah 
with illuminating insight; just as the author of this book expended 
his all, personally and materially, in service to the religion, by calling 
to Allah and inspiring love for Allah in the hearts of His servants. 

Weask Allah the Most Glorious, to decree for us to be from those 
who call to Him with illuminating insight, complete benefit and 
gain, sincerity and certainty. Indeed, He is the Rightful Disposer 
and Capable Executor of that and Sufficient for us is Allah, the best 
Disposer of affairs. 

May Allah’s peace and salutations be upon our Master Muham- 
mad, his family and companions. 


The servant of students of Divine knowledge 
at the Haddar Seminary for Islamic Sciences 


Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Haddar 


Al-Bayda’, Yemen 
3 Rajab al-Asabb, 1437 Hijrah 
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All praise for Allah, the infinitely Generous, the Provident Creator, 
Who made his chosen, beloved servant & precede all others in the best 
standards of noble character. May His peace and blessings be upon 
his family and companions, who strove and struggled in virtue, and 
upon his forefathers and brethren from the Messengers and Prophets, 
until the Day of Standing before the Sovereign of the worlds, the 
Raiser of the seven heavens. 

This publication is a translation of a most blessed, illuminated and 
beneficial treatise, entitled ‘Ajalat al-Sibaq ila Makarim al-Akhlaq 
(The Quest for Virtuous Character), written by the Knower of and 
Caller to Allah, al-Habib Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah al-Haddar ibn 
Shaykh ibn Ahmad ibn al-Shaykh Abi Bakr ibn Salim, may Allah 
raise his rank and gather us with him in His highest level of Paradise. 

This English translation was undertaken by Umm Abdullah, the 
wife of Shaykh Amienoellah [Abderoef], and corrected and revised 
by Shaykh Abu Safiya Muatha, may Allah grant all of them success 
and increase their lives with well-being, bless them with the light 
of truthfulness and sincerity and the best use of the hours of their 
days and nights. We ask the Most Merciful to bless this translation 
and its corrected version and to benefit all who read this blessed and 
illuminated treatise. We ask Him to bless its publisher, Dar al-Turath 
al-Islami, for its publication and effort in the distribution of books 
such as these which provide sound education in the deeper spiritual 
realities necessary to living a fruitful and beneficial life culminating 
in nearness to the Messenger of Allah & on the Day of Judgment. 











The Messenger & said: “Indeed of those who are the most beloved to 
me or the nearest to me on the Day of Judgment are those who are 
gentle, gracious and giving in their character". He also said &: "The 
heaviest of that weighed in the Scales is noble character". 

How great is our need to reflect upon the meaning of such noble 
character and apply it to our own experiences and life, the lives of 
our families, and to raise our sons and daughters upon its principles. 
And how excellent it would be to hasten in publishing books such 
as this and to reflect upon their meanings with sincere resolve to act 
upon what they contain. 

We ask Allah to provide His Divine solicitude to all and to grant us 
felicity in all our affairs, both manifest and imperceptible; upon Him 
is all reliance and assistance and there is no might or power except 
by Allah, the High and Tremendous. May His peace and blessings 
be upon our Master Muhammad and his family and companions, 
and all Praise is for Allah the Lord of the Worlds. 


‘Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Salim ibn Hafiz ibn 
al-Shaykh Abi Bakr ibn Salim Bà “Alawi al-Hussaini. 


Wednesday evening - the night of Thursday 26 Safar, 1436 years since 
the migration of the Chosen One, Muhammad £. 

Wednesay 17 December, 2014 years since the birth of our Master “Isa the 
Messiah, peace be upon him. 


Johannesburg Airport, South Africa. 
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We pay tribute to Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah al-Haddar, the erudite 
scholar, the noble teacher, the educator of the hearts in character 
and etiquette and the caller to Allah, through his speech, eloquent 
writings and extensive travels. The esteemed Shaykh is the son of 
Shaykh ‘Abdullah, from the family of Shaykh Abu Bakr ibn Salim, 
whose lineage ends with Husayn Æ the grandson of the Prophet &. 

Al-Habib Muhammad was born in the year 1340 Hijrah (1920 
ce), in the village of “Azzah, on the outskirts of the blessed city of 
al-Bayda’, Yemen. He was raised with the noblest of character and 
disposition. He took his initial learning from his father, “Abdullah 
(nicknamed al-Haddar), a man of great literary learning. He then 
studied under Shaykh Muhammad ibn Husayn al-Haythami, the 
Mufti of al-Bayda’, under whom he memorized many short treatises 
in the Islamic sacred sciences and the Arabic language. 

In the year 1358 Hijrah (1939 ce), he embarked on a journey to 
seek knowledge in the sacred city of Tarim, Hadramawt, travelling 
along the outskirts of the Empty Quarter. He settled at the Ribat in 
Tarim and studied at the hands of Tarim’s most eminent scholar, 
the Shaykh of Islam, “Abdullah ibn “Umar al-Shatiri with such rarely 
observed diligence and devotion that his Shaykh praised his ardor 
and observed in him the portents of greatness. In fact, the Shaykh 
requested that al-Habib Muhammad establish his own institute in 
his hometown of al-Bayda’. Al-Habib Muhammad then returned 
toal-Bayda’ in the year 1362 Hijrah (1943 ce), and upon his arrival 
immediately instituted the “Azzah School of Sacred Sciences, which 
drew students from far and wide. 
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Al-Habib Muhammad later travelled to Ethiopia and then to 
Somalia, occupying the post of imam and preacher at the Mirwas 
Mosque in Mogadishu from where, under his tutelage, many scholars 
graduated. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE RIBAT 


In the year 1380 Hijrah (1960 ce), al-Habib Muhammad established 
the al-Haddar Ribàt for Islamic Sacred Sciences in al-Bayda’, marking 
it as one of the most significant events in the history of the town. No 
sooner had the doors opened for the first students, then the Ribat 
was flooded with arrivals from Yemen and elsewhere, and from 
Africa and East Asia in particular. Al-Habib Muhammad devoted 
himself to their teaching and to their sound, upright moral and ethical 
development. His character would affect his students more than 
his teaching; and through his exalted aspiration, persistence and 
patience — that even truly great personalities would find intolerable 
- thousands of students graduated at his hand. 


AL-HABIB MUHAMMAD’ S CONCERN FOR DA WAH 


There is no doubt that calling people to Allāh is the best path 
of attaining His pleasure, Glorified and Exalted is He. Al-Habīb 
Muhammad, may Allāh have mercy on Him, shouldered this 
momentous task and spent the prime of both his youth and life 
inviting to Allāh. He traversed deserts and plains and called to Allāh 
with unmatched aspiration and singular determination. In the days 
that followed, students of the Ribat would arrive by modern transport 
at a village only to be told by its inhabitants that my respected father 
had arrived there previously on foot, sometimes alone and sometimes 
accompanied by students, to call them to Allah. 

It was during these trips that al-Habib Muhammad was afflicted 
with an illness that later developed into an incurable condition, 
remaining with him until the end of his life. He later referred to his 
condition in a verse of poetry: 


His terminal sickness bewildered the doctor 
Yet it was not merely one malady, but a host of maladies 


His constant struggles to invite people to Allah cannot be 
enumerated and can only be comprehended by those who 
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accompanied him and witnessed it firsthand. For example, he would 
spend six hours every night lecturing and teaching - three hours 
for the men and three hours for the women from behind a curtain. 
Such was his regular practice in every visit he made to the towns and 
villages inviting to Allah. 

As for when he was in residence at the Ribat, al-Habib 
Muhammad’s programme of learning and teaching was meticulous 
and rigorous. The greatest difficulty he felt was when a portion of his 
time was passed in other than worshipful obedience to Allah - and 
he would often repeat a famous verse of poetry: 


A moment of his life that passes in vain 
will be a remorse and grief in his grave 


HIS METHOD OF COUNSEL AND GUIDANCE 


Al-Habib Muhammad, may Allah have mercy on him, expended 
all his efforts calling people to return to Allah, to fear Him, and to 
extol His favours and blessings. He cautioned strenuously against 
disobedience and prohibited matters, topics which we find clearly 
expressed in his many Friday sermons. Whenever he addressed topics 
pertaining to the penalty and punishments for the disobedient, the 
listener felt as though he was present and immediately before them. 
Truly, all that Allah has promised will undoubtedly come to pass. 
Whether or not the admonisher has excelled in his expression or 
not, Allah’s words are sufficient to admonish and deter. However, 
the sincerity of the admonisher has a profound impact, for whatever 
emanates from the heart penetrates the heart; and whatever emanates 
from the tongue, it is said, does not make its way past the ears. 
Whenever a speaker contrives his speech without sincerity and 
intends other than Allah, we see his words feeble and lifeless — 
devoid of the potential for transformation - ringing only through 
the microphone and echoing amongst the pillars and courtyards of 
the building. This is an evident truth to those who witness it. 
Allah has surely spoken the truth: 
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Say, “Iam only a man like you, to whom has been revealed 
that your god is one God. So whoever would hope for the 
meeting with his Lord - let him do righteous work and not 
associate in the worship of his Lord anyone” 
(al-Kahf 18: 110). 


Allah 3& says: 
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Unquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion 
(al-Zumar 39:3). 


Our spiritual teacher, al-Habib Muhammad, was of those who 
kindled this sincere devotion in the hearts of his students. He was 
also deeply concerned with unifying the ranks of Muslims, purifying 
and refining the relations between them, and calling to mercy and 
fraternity among them. 

Allah says: 
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Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with 


him are forceful against the disbelievers, merciful among 
themselves. You see them bowing and prostrating [in prayer], 
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seeking bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure. Their mark 
is on their faces from the trace of prostration. That is their 
description in the Torah. And their description in the Gospel 
is asa plant which produces its offshoots and strengthens 
them so they grow firm and stand upon their stalks, 
delighting the sowers - so that Allah may enrage by them the 
disbelievers. Allah has promised those who believe and do 
righteous deeds among them forgiveness and a great reward 
(al-Fath 48: 29). 


Allah && also says: 
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And hold fast by the rope of Allah all together and be not 
disunited, and remember the favor of Allah on you when 
you were enemies, then He united your hearts and so by 
His favor, you became brethren; you were on the brink of a 
pit of fire, then He saved you from it, thus does Allah make 
clear to you His signs that you may be guided 
(Al Imran 3: 103). 
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O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from 
his religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people 
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Say, "I am only a man like you, to whom has been revealed 
that your god is one God. So whoever would hope for the 
meeting with his Lord — let him do righteous work and not 
associate in the worship of his Lord anyone" 
(al-Kahf 18: 110). 


Allah 3s says: 
{SEI 138 d VI 


Unquestionably, for Allah is the pure religion 
(al-Zumar 39:3). 


Our spiritual teacher, al-Habib Muhammad, was of those who 
kindled this sincere devotion in the hearts of his students. He was 
also deeply concerned with unifying the ranks of Muslims, purifying 
and refining the relations between them, and calling to mercy and 


fraternity among them. 
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Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and those with 
him are forceful against the disbelievers, merciful among 
themselves. You see them bowing and prostrating [in prayer], 


A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR 


seeking bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure. Their mark 
is on their faces from the trace of prostration. That is their 

description in the Torah. And their description in the Gospel 
isasa plant which produces its offshoots and strengthens 

them so they grow firm and stand upon their stalks, 

delighting the sowers - so that Allah may enrage by them the 
disbelievers. Allah has promised those who believe and do 
righteous deeds among them forgiveness and a great reward 

(al-Fath 48: 29). 


Allah 3 also says: 
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And hold fast by the rope of Allah all together and be not 
disunited, and remember the favor of Allah on you when 
you were enemies, then He united your hearts and so by 
His favor, you became brethren; you were on the brink of a 
pit of fire, then He saved you from it, thus does Allah make 
clear to you His signs that you may be guided 
(Al ‘Imran 3: 103). 
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O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from 
his religion - Allah will bring forth [in place of them] a people 
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He will love and who will love Him [who are] humble toward 
the believers, powerful against the disbelievers; they strive in 
the cause of Allah and do not fear the blame of a critic. That 
is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills. And 
Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing 
(al-Ma'idah 5: 54). 


Al-Habib Muhammad often quoted the following hadith from 
the Prophet &: “The relationship of one believer to another is like 
a firm building, the parts of which fortify one another” (al-Bukhari 
and Muslim). 

He warned against those elements that generate animosity and 
hatred amongst Muslims, because they destroy the religion; as 
the Messenger of Allah & said: “The diseases of envy and discord 
pervaded the nations of your predecessors like a razor blade, shaving 
away religion, not hair. I swear by the One in Whose Hand is the 
soul of Muhammad: None of you shall enter the Garden until you 
believe, and none of you will believe until you love one another. Shall 
I tell you of something which, if you do, will cause you to love one 
another? Greet each other with the salutations of peace” (Ahmad). 

The Prophet # also said: “Deeds are presented to Allah twice every 
week, on Monday and Thursday. Every believing slave is forgiven, 
except he who harbors enmity towards his Muslim brother. It is said: 
‘Leave those two until they reconcile” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

The Messenger & said: “Usury (financial interest) has seventy- 
three points of entry, the most minor of which is akin in wrongdoing 
to aman marrying his mother and the most major is akin to violating 
the honour of a Muslim” (Ibn Majah). 


AL-HABIB MUHAMMAD’S WORSHIP AND REMEMBRANCE 


Al-Habib Muhammad was always in a constant state of remembrance 
of Allah and worship, and he was very conscientious in performing the 
supererogatory acts of worship in their specified times, as ordained 
by Allah, the Infinitely-Wise Legislator. He had a daily program of 
Qur’anic recitation and various forms of remembrances and litanies. 
He found deep spiritual fulfillment and comfort in the night vigil 
prayer and we often heard him sobbing with yearning and weeping 
from fear of Allah. We never knew him to delay his night vigil, 
whether he was a resident or travelling, or in good health or illness. 
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He maintained a specific program of recitation and remembrance 
after both the late afternoon and evening prayers - which can be 
found in his books, including Al-Baqiyat al-Salihat (The Perpetual 
Goodnesses), Al-Tahsin al-Hasin (The Secure Fortification) and 
Náshi'at al-Layl (The Night Vigil). 

When his illnesses intensified and increased, al-Habib Muhammad 
found solace from his condition only in the Holy Land of Makkah 
al-Mukarramah. There he remained, occasionally travelling back 
and forth to Madina and his hometown, al-Bayda’. 

His presence in the Holy Sanctuaries provided an opportunity for 
students to study from him, and he opened his house for circles of 
knowledge and to receive guests visiting the Holy Lands. He remained 
engaged in these activities until he passed into the company of his 
Lord on 8 Rabi al-Thani, in the year 1418 Hijrah (11th August, 
1997 ce), He was buried in the al-Mu‘allah cemetery in Makkah. 
He was deeply mourned at study circles and gatherings of worship 
and was eulogized by many scholars of Sacred Law and the literary 
arts. Memorials and scholarly circles for him were held in the two 
Holy Sanctuaries, Yemen, Oman, the Gulf States, the Far East, Africa 
and elsewhere. 

Wehave compiled many of al-Habib Muhammad's words on the 
sacred sciences and social issues, as well as the event of his passing 
and the legacy that he left behind, in a book entitled, Guidance of the 
Elect: the Biography of the Caller to Allah, Muhammad al-Haddar'. 
May Allah shower him with mercy of the righteous and may He, 
by His mercy, enter him into the Home of Perpetual Bliss. We ask 
Allah to benefit us from his knowledge in both this world and the 
Hereafter, Amin! 


l Hidayat al-Akhyar fi Sirat al-Da'i ila Allah Muhammad al-Haddar, Dar al- 
Mirath al-Nabawi, al-Jumhüriyyat al-Yemeniyyah, Tarim, Hadramawt, 2005. 
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All Praise is for Allah, by Whose blessings all good is accomplished 
and Divine gifts attained, Who sent Muhammad & to perfect noble 
character to establish the precendents of struggling for the Gardens 
of Paradise. All Praise is for the One Who sent Muhammad to invite 
people to Him with certainty about what gives them spiritual life. 
The believers responded to his call, those of foremost resolution (al- 
Sübiqün) responded immediately, and those competing for Divine 
nearness vied in the fulfillment of the Sacred Law. 


(556 a eh ASA) OS Guill) 


Those who will inherit the Garden; they will abide therein 
eternally (al-Mu'minün 23: 11). 


And of those about whom it shall be said after death: 
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For the likes of this, let the workers [on earth] work 
(as-Saffat 37: 61). 


May Allah’s salutations, peace, blessings and munificence be 
upon Muhammad, his family and companions in every perpetual 
moment, as abundant as His favours and bounties. 
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THE QUEST FOR VIRTUOUS CHARACTER 


One who I find difficult to refuse requested? that I write a short 
treatise on good character, its attributes, what is antithetical to it, 
and matters relating to it. The most difficult task is to speak on a 
topic that one knows only through hearsay, without having acquired 
either practical or experiential knowledge. It is said that a person 
who does not possess something cannot give of it. However, obeying 
a command is better than refusing it out of the dictates of refined 
etiquette — so travel, then, towards Allah, lame and broken-hearted. 

In a noble tradition, the Messenger of Allah & said: “Perhaps 
the one who possesses knowledge does not understand it deeply,” 
and, “Perhaps the one who is informed understands better than the 
informer”. The least we may do in lacking virtuous character is to 
admit our failings, and we ask Allah to benefit us by what we have 
learned and to teach us what benefits us. 

I have sought Allah’s assistance and compiled something 
negligible, a tiny drop from an ocean, drawing from the books of 
scholars such as the Proof of Islam, Muhammad ibn Muhammad al- 
Ghazali and others. I hope that Allah provides me and every Muslim 
with comprehensive benefit from what we have heard and gathered, 
and I have named this treatise: 


The Quest for Virtuous Character 


2 This person was the Eminent Scholar and Spiritual Guide, al-Habib ‘Abd al- 
Qadir ibn Ahmad al-Saqqaf: 1331-1431 Hijrah (1912-2010 ce). 
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PART ONE 


The Definition of Good Character 


PS 


Every person has an external form, comprised of the body, and an 
internal form, comprised of the soul and the ego. If the external form 
issound, it is said that the person has beautiful physical or external 
features (khalq with a fathah, (diacritical mark), on the khd and a 
sukün on the lam). If the person's internal disposition is sound, 
itis said that he has beautiful character (khuluq with a dammah, 
(diacritical mark), on both the kha and làm). If Allah makes both of 
them beautiful, He has surely completed His favour, as the Prophet 
é said: “Allah did not beautify the physical form and character of a 
man for the Fire to devour him forever" (al-Bayhaqi et al). 

Noindividual has ever attained a more sublime level of perfection 
inboth forms of beauty than our Prophet Muhammad & as he was 
the most beautiful of all people in both physical form and internal 
attributes, and the foremost in the attainment of the most exalted 
standards of virtuous conduct. Allah created him with the most 
perfect external form in which was realized, fully and completely, 
the noblest virtues of character. 

Allah & praised him in the Noble Qur'an: 


(e 3 plato) 


And you are surely on an excellent standard of character 
(al-Qalam 68: 4). 
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Hassan ibn Thabit & said about him & in a line of poetry: The Messenger of Allah # also said: “The warrior is he who 


You were created free of every imperfection, struggles against his lower self in order to obey Allah, the Exalted 
as though you were created the way you wished and Sublime” (al-Tirmidhi). 
May Allah’s salutations and peace be upon him and his family and strug moe Ecc p moni tie te 
i ; . leave disobedience and ignoble acts, performing what has been 
may He grant us complete emulation of him outwardly, inwardly, 3 * 
: : commanded, hastening to accomplish acts of excellence and 
and in all of his states of being. 


remaining steadfast on this until death. 

The Holy Qur'àn warns those who tyrannise themselves by 
following their desires and favoring the life of this world, and it 
gives glad tidings to those who oppose their desires, stating: 


Furthermore, if someone’s external features are unpleasant, it 
is said that he is physically unattractive (khalq with a fathah on 
the kha and a sukün on the lam). Likewise, it is said regarding the 
unattractiveness of his inward disposition that he is of unpleasant 


character (khuluq with a dammah on both the kha and the làm). We JEN EE AERE. OPI sk ARD E MTS 
seek refuge in Allah from this and from all evil always. glg rd ob Ball $C Si db o^ 6) 
THE REALITY OF GOOD CHARACTER AND ITS SIGNS Osl ot ose Je; 25 (e GE (A Ul 9 
Good character is a quality of the self that eases the performance of (sis) ES ó% 
good deeds and distances one from what is detestable. i 

The sign of its existence is the divesting of the lower self of So as for he who transgressed and preferred the life of the 
contemptible characteristics known as the Destructive Vices, and world, then indeed, Hellfire will be [his] refuge. But as for he 
adorning it with righteous characteristics known as the Salvatory "euni aimee of his Pret Eros uen 
Virtues. This is usually not achieved except by struggling against TENE DUUM ea a le Uo REPE EN 


hi l-Nazi'àt 79: 41). 
one's lower self, because the lower self has been created with a Teil refuge (ol Nazi ) 


natural inclination towards its own whims and carnal desires and is 
perpetually commanding to evil. Therefore, there is no other recourse THE EXCELLENCE OF GOOD CHARACTER AND THE 
except to oppose it until it is purified, cleansed of vices and adorned CONDEMNATION OF BAD CHARACTER 


with virtue. The Holy Qur'àn states: The Messenger of Allah & said: “Good character is half the religion” 





: » cp (al-Bayhaqi). 
(UU S ys OIE 355 QUSS ys abil Sá He & also said: “The most perfect of Muslims in faith is he who 
has the best character, and the best of you is the one who is best to 
He has succeeded who purifies it, and he has failed who his womenfolk” (al-Tirmidhi). 
instills it [with corruption] (al-Shams 91: 9-10). The Prophet Æ also said: “The heaviest of what is placed in the 


Scales is fear of Allah (taqwa) and good character" (al-Tirmidhi). A 


Struggling (jihad) against one's lower self is called the ‘Greater man asked the Messenger of Allah & about good character, and he 


Jihad’. The Prophet & said to a group returning from battle: 





, recited the Speech of Allah: 

Welcome! You have returned from the smaller jihad to the greater 
jihad”. It was said: ^O Messenger of Allah, what is the greater jihad”? Pattie Zee those eat EDU eat 
He said: “Jihad against the lower self” (al-Bayhaqi). (aul ge WF boy AR $a) is) 
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Take what is given freely, enjoin what is good, and turn 
away from the ignorant (al -A‘raf 7: 199). 


Then he & said: “It is to reconcile with the one who has severed 
relations with you, to give to the one who has withheld from you and 
to forgive the one who has been unjust to you” (Ibn Mardawayh). 

A man approached the Messenger of Allah & directly and said: “O 
Messenger of Allah, what is religion”? He & said: “Good character”. 
Then he approached him from the right and said: “O Messenger 
of Allah, what is religion"? He & said: “Good character". Then he 
approached him from the left and said: “O Messenger of Allah, what 
is religion?” He & said: “Good character”. Then he approached from 
behind him and said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is religion?” He 
turned to the man and said &: "Don't you understand? It means to 
not get angry" (al-Marwazi). 

It was said to the Messenger of Allah &: "Indeed, so-and-so (an 
unnamed woman) fasts during the day and prays during the night, 
but she has bad character and harms her neighbor with her tongue". 
He & said: "She is devoid of goodness; she is one of the inhabitants 
of the Fire" (Ahmad). 

He £& said: “Bad character spoils good deeds like vinegar spoils 
honey" (al-Hakim). 

He £ also said: "Indeed, even a (constant) worshipper will attain 
the lowest level of the Hellfire because of his bad character" (al- 
Tabarani). 

Yahya ibn Mu‘adh said: “Bad character is an evil that is not 
assisted by many good deeds, and good character is a virtue that is 
not harmed by many bad deeds.” 


A SIGN OF GOOD CHARACTER 


The Proof of Islam, al-Imam al-Ghazali, may Allah have mercy on 
him said: “Good character is faith and bad character is hypocrisy. The 
qualities of the Believers as described in the Qu’ran and the Sunnah 
are the signs of good character, while the qualities of the hypocrites 
as described in them both are the signs of bad character.” 

Allah 3% says: 


ii Gy o5 de Opts 3 FD 3e; 
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And the servants of the Most Merciful are those who walk 
upon the earth easily, and when the ignorant address them 
[harshly], they say [words of] peace, and those who spend 
[part of] the night to their Lord prostrating and standing 
[in prayer] and those who say, "Our Lord, avert from us the 
punishment of Hell. Indeed, its punishment is ever adhering; 
Indeed, it is evil as a settlement and residence." And [they 
are] those who, when they spend, do so not excessively or 
sparingly but are ever, between that, [justly] moderate 
(al-Furgàn 25: 63-67). 


The qualities of the Believers are described until the end of Sirah 
al-Furqan. These verses encompass a total of eleven qualities which 
all exemplify good character. The Prophet & said: “A believer loves 
for his fellow Muslim what he loves for himself" (al-Bayhaqi). This, 
without doubt, is one of the greatest signs. 

Some scholars have summarized the signs of good character as 
follows: 


« ahigh degree of modesty 

* not causing harm to others 
* righteousness 

« speaking the truth 

* speaking minimally 

* working hard 

« making few errors 


a avoiding excessiveness 
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a being dutiful and respectful towards parents 
a maintaining ties with kith and kin 
= preserving one's dignity 

a being patient 

= being thankful and appreciative 

a being content 

= having forbearance 

= being amicable and gentle 

= preserving one’s chastity 

a being compassionate 

a not cursing others 

= not insulting others 

= refraining from gossip 

= refraining from backbiting 

a avoiding hastiness 

a not harboring malice 

= not being stingy 

= not being envious 

= being cheerful 

= loving for the sake of Allah 

= hating for the sake of Allah 

= being pleased for the sake of Allah 
= being angry for the sake of Allah alone. 


These are the qualities that constitute good character. Some writers 
have said: 


Good character is contained in three: 


Kind speech, generosity and pardoning despite being able [to 
punish] 
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THE DEFINITION OF GOOD CHARACTER 


The first test of a person’s good character arises when he is 
required to be patient when being mistreated, or when having to 
endure someone else’s rudeness. A person’s complaining about the 
bad character of another is an indication of his own bad character, for 
surely, good character means being able to withstand ill-treatment. 

When the unbelievers of Quraysh intensified their abuse of the 
Prophet &, and undertook to slay and mutilate the Muslims on the 
day of the Battle of Uhud, the Prophet # was asked to supplicate 
against them, but he said: “O Allah! Have mercy on my people, 


for indeed, they do not know.” Then Allah, Glorified and Exalted, 
revealed the verse: 


And you are surely on an excellent standard of character 
(al-Qalam 68: 4). 


Sahl al-Tustari, may Allah have mercy on him, was asked about 
good character and he said: “The least of it is tolerating ill-treatment, 
refraining from just retribution and having mercy on a tyrant by 
seeking forgiveness for him and showing him compassion.” 

It is narrated that “Ali @ called for his slave boy who failed to 
respond. He called a second time and a third, and still he did not 
answer. ‘Ali rose and upon finding him relaxing, said: “Did you not 
hear me, young man?” The slave said: “Yes, I heard you.” “Ali asked: 
“Sowhy didn’t you respond?” He said: “I know I am safe from your 
punishment, so I have become lazy!” “Ali replied: “Go, for you are 
free for the sake of Allah”. And how many wondrous narrations do 


weread regarding the beautiful character of those spiritual luminaries 
who came before us. 


THE GENERAL MEANING OF GOOD CHARACTER 


Incontemplating the following words of the Prophet #, “I was sent 
to perfect noble character” (al-Bayhaqi), “Good character is the 
greatest of Allah’s creation” (al-Tabarani), and “Good character is 
half the religion” (al-Daylami et al), it is clear that good character 
forms the principal portion of religious injunctions, of both acts 
performed or refrained from. All acts that the Divine law commands 
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are meritorious and all acts that it prohibits are reprehensible; and 
fulfilling these injunctions, both in performance and abstinence, is the 
ultimate objective of faith — and that is the essence of good character. 


THE FOUNDATIONS OF GOOD CHARACTER 


The principal foundations of good character, from which all other 


noble qualities are derived, are four: wisdom, courage, integrity and 
justice. 


1. Wisdom 


Wisdom is the basis of all good character. Wisdom is beneficial 
knowledge coupled with fear of Allah that draws one closer to 
Allah, detaches one from worldly life and makes one desirous of 


the Hereafter. Wisdom is the abundant goodness that is indicated 
to in the Qur'an: 


à) X5 x1 ey d 1s a KEL GH) 


He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been 
given wisdom has certainly been given much good 
(al-Baqarah 2: 269). 


Wisdom is founded on the fear of Allah, as the Prophet & said: 


“The basis of wisdom is fear of Allah” (al-Hakim). It is also stated 
in the Qur'an: 


(UI solic $e ail 2% USD) 


Those who truly fear Allah from among His Servants are 
those who have knowledge (Fatir 35: 28). 


Therefore, there is no true knowledge unless it is accompanied 
by fearing the punishment of Allah, hoping for His Divine mercy 


and devoutly performing acts of worship throughout the night and 
day. Allah says 2: 
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Is one who is devoutly obedient during periods of the night, 
prostrating and standing [in prayer], fearing the Hereafter 
and hoping for the mercy of his Lord, [like one who does 
not]? Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do 
not know?" Only they will remember [who are] people of 

understanding (al-Zumar 39: 9). 


Moreover, it is only by being endowed with wisdom that a person 
isable to distinguish between right and wrong. 


2. Courage 


Courage is controlling the power of anger within oneself until it 
becomes subservient to the intellect and religion and expressing 
and suppressing anger only for the sake of Allah. This is true power 
and strength. The Messenger & once asked: “Who from amongst 
yourselves do you consider to be a true wrestler?” The people said: 
“The one who remains undefeated.” He said &: “No. It is he who is 
able to control himself when angry” (Muslim). 

Other qualities derived from courage include chivalry, generosity 
and magnanimity, the ability to oppose one’s lower self, forbearance, 
tolerance, steadfastness, suppressing one’s anger, dignity and others. 


3 Integrity 

Integrity is the ability to restrain oneself from indulging in carnal 
desires when guided to do so by wisdom and intelligence. Qualities 
derived from integrity include generosity, modesty, patience, 
forgiveness, contentment with little, scrupulousness, gentleness, 
helpfulness, graceful etiquette, a lack of covetousness and others. 


i Justice 


Justice is the ability to control one’s limbs according to the directives 
of the Divine law, intellect and all other noble qualities that are 
derived from the four principal sources of good character. 











PART TWO 


The Salvatory Virtues 


eS 


The Salvatory Virtues are numerous, the first and foremost of which is 
the soundness of a person's Islamic monotheism and his faithfulness 
inthe words: “There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and 
there is no might or power except by Allah, the Highest and Most 
Magnificent”, by which a person has complete conviction that there 
isnone who can cause benefit or harm and no true doer or actor in 
either this worldly life or the Hereafter except for Allah, the Exalted. 
The Qur'an says: 


for 


Steet Sl ed OB Goes 2S SI di; 
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And your Lord creates what He wills and chooses; not for 


them was the choice. Exalted is Allah and high above what 
they associate with Him (al-Qasas 28: 68). 


Salted 25 Ós of NDS, 
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And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the worlds 
(al-Takwir 81: 29). 
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Indeed, all things We created with predestination and Our 
command is but one, like a glance of the eye 
(al-Qamar 54: 49-50). 


3° 
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And do not invoke besides Allah that which neither benefits 
you nor harms you, for if you did, then indeed you would 
be of the wrongdoers. And if Allah should touch you with 
adversity, there is no remover of it except Him; and if He 

intends for you good, then there is no repeller of His bounty. 

He causes it to reach whom He wills of His servants. And He 

is the Forgiving, the Merciful (Yunus 10: 106-107). 


The most significant outcome of Islamic Monotheism is that a 
person finds contentment in the bitterness of Divine decree, and the 
person who is pleased by this is also the recipient of Divine pleasure. 
The Messenger # said: “He who is pleased with Allah, Allah is pleased 
with him" (Ibn 'Ammar). 

Allah 3& says in a Hadith Qudsi: "I have ordained all ordinances, 
planned all affairs and perfected all creation. Whoever is pleased with 
that attains My pleasure until such time he meets Me, and whoever 
is displeased with that contends with My displeasure until he meets 
me" (mentioned in the Revival of the Islamic Sciences). 

For that reason, the Master of all who have attained the noble 
inner state of contentment, Muhammad &, never became angry for 
himself. Anas ibn Malik /& said: “I served the Messenger of Allah 
& for ten years and he never said about anything I did, "Why did 
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youdo that? He never said about anything I did not do, ‘If only you 
had done that’. He did not say about anything that happened, ‘If 
only that hadn't happened’, and he did not say of anything that did 
not happen, ‘If only that had happened’. If a member of his family 
disputed with me, he would say: ‘Leave him. If it was meant to be it 
would be” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

He also said &: “A strong believer is better and more beloved to 
Allah than a weak believer and in both there is good. Strive for what 
benefits you, seek Divine assistance and don’t give up. If you are 
afflicted with a trial, do not say: ‘If only I had done that, the result 
would be this or that.’ But rather say, “Allah has decreed the matter 
and what He wills has come to pass.’ For the word ‘if opens the door 
for the Devil’s handiwork” (Muslim). 

He also said &: “Cautiousness does not avail you against Divine 
decree” (al-Hakim). 

Al-Imam ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Alawi al-Haddad al-“Alawi al-Hadrami, 
who passed away in 1132 Hijrah (1720 CE) in Tarim, may Allah have 
mercy on him, said in a poem of his: 

Your words: “why this,” “how” and “what” 
Are a protestation to the Most Merciful, Glorious and Great. 


Say rather: “Allah has decreed; what God wants is accomplished” 


Rather, say this when you are overcome as is reported in an 
authentic text 


And ask Allah to remove all suffering and harm. He said in 
another poem: 


Hold fast to the door of your Lord and leave all besides 
And ask Him for safety from the Abode of Tribulations 


Let not your heart be constricted, for what is created is ephemeral 
Allah is the One Who decrees and the world is beset with His 
variegated decree 


Do not multiply your woes - what has been decreed will transpire 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Avoid excessive worry, for what 
has been decreed will transpire and you will receive the sustenance 
that has been apportioned to you” (al-Bayhaqi). 

Al-Imam al-Haddad’s use of the expression “What has been 
decreed will transpire” is taken directly from the meaning of the 
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hadith, and the grammarians permit making the conditional clause 
nominative when the conditional verb is in the past tense.* 


Inner Foundations Of Virtue 
RELIANCE ON ALLAH 


Reliance on Allah is one of the Salvatory Virtues and refers to 
complete dependence on Him in every matter. Allah says: 


s^ ALS oh SESS d des 


So put your trust in Allah if indeed you are Believers 
(al-Ma'idah 5: 23). 


Pursuing material means, such as seeking medical treatment, 
is compulsory and does not negate the concept of reliance. In fact, 
the believer pursues the material means and relies on the Creator 
of the means. The Prophet & said to a man who neglected to tie his 
camel and said, “I relied on Allah”; “Tie your camel, then rely upon 
Allah” (al-Tirmidhi). 


INTENTION AND SINCERITY 


Among the Salvatory Virtues is to have a correct intention and to 
sincerely seek Allàh through the performance of all actions. The 
words of the Messenger of Allah & are sufficient as exposition of this: 
"Actions are only considered by their intention, and every person 
shall receive what he intended. Whoever's migration was for the sake 
of Allah and His Messenger &, then his migration was truly for Allah 
and His Messenger, and whoever's migration was to seek wordly 
benefit or to marry a woman, then his migration was ultimately what 
he migrated for" (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


3 (T/N) Al-Habib Muhammad is referring to a technicality in Arabic grammar 
to explain al-Imàm al-Haddad’s use of language in the poem which was employed 
in order to maintain the poetic meter. The standard rule for such constructions is 
that the conditional clause is in the jussive mood (jazm) when the conditional verb 
is in the jussive imperfect (majzüm). 
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FEAR OF ALLAH 


Among the Salvatory Virtues is fearing Allah and weeping from fear 
of Him. He who has no fear has no faith, and he who has no faith 
has no security or peace. Allah, Glory unto Him, says: 


2,92 ACTU VS 
(oco XS o] osé) 
But fear Me, if you are [indeed] believers (Al ‘Imran 3: 175). 


The Prophet & narrated from Allah 2: “By My Might and Glory! 
I do not join two securities nor two fears in the heart of a servant. 
Surely, for he who believes he is safe from Me in this world, I will 
render him fearful on the Day I amass my servants together. And he 
who feared Me in this world, I will grant him security and well-being 
onthe Day I amass by servants together” (Abū Nu‘aym). 

The most fearful of Allah among people was His Messenger & 
who said: “Verily, I am the most fearful and conscientious of Allah 
from all of you” (al-Bukhari). 

Such was the state of all Prophets and righteous servants, in 
particular when they read the verses of Allah: 


bes ttl cess Jy di Spl leas Spy 
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And when they hear what has been revealed to the 
Messenger, you see their eyes overflowing with tears because 
of what they have recognized of the truth. They say, “Our 
Lord, we have believed, so register us among the witnesses” 

(al-Ma'idah 5: 83). 
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Those were the ones upon whom Allah bestowed favor 
from among the prophets of the descendants of Adam and 
of those We carried [in the ship] with Noah, and of the 
descendants of Abraham and Israel, and of those whom 
We guided and chose. When the verses of the Most Merciful 
were recited to them, they fell in prostration and weeping 

(Maryam 19: 58). 


The Prophet Æ said: “Every eye will shed tears on the Day of 
Judgment, except for the eye that averted its gaze from what Allah 
prohibited, the eye that remained sleepless in the way of Allah and 
the eye that shed as much as a fly’s head of tears from fear of God, 
Exalted is He” (Abū Nu'aym). 

He @ also said: “There are four types included amongst the 
wretched: the dry-eyed, the hard-hearted, the covetous and those 
with extended hopes” (Ibn ‘Adi). 

The person who weeps from fear of Allah is one of the seven 
whom Allah will shade when the sun descends until there is only the 
distance of a mile between it and creation, causing people’s sweat to 
enter into the earth a distance of seventy cubits. The Prophet & said: 

“Allah will shade seven under His shade on the day when there 
will be no shade except His shade: the just leader, the youth who 
is raised worshipping Allah, a man whose heart is attached to the 
mosque from when he leaves it until when he returns to it, two people 
who love each other for the sake of Allah and who meet and part 
for His sake only, a man who remembers Allah in solitude and his 
eyes flood with tears, a man who is tempted by a woman of status 
and beauty and who says: ‘I fear Allah the Lord of the Worlds’, and a 
man who secretly gives in charity to the extent that his left hand does 
not know what his right hand has given” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


HOPE 


Hope involves having the highest estimation and expectation of 
Allah. The Messenger & informed us that Allah, the Most Glorious, 
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said: "Tam to my servant as My servant's opinion and expectation is 
ofmeand I am with him when he remembers Me. If he remembers 
Me within himself, I remember him in Myself; and if he mentions 
Me in an assembly, I mention him in an assembly better than it” 
(al-Bukhari, Muslim and al-Tirmidhi). 

The scholars say that it is best for a person who has accumulated 
many sins to have great fear of Allah, except at the time of death, 
when hope should be greater. The Messenger of Allah # entered upon 
aman in the final stages of death and asked him: “In what state do 
youfind yourself?” The man said: “I find myself fearing my sins and 
hoping for the Mercy of my Lord.” He said &: “These two states do 
not come together in a heart at this time except that Allah gives him 
what he hopes for and protects him from what he fears” (al-Nasa’i). 

Healso said &: “None of you should die before he has perfected 
his estimation and expectation of Allah, the Most Exalted” (Muslim). 

Having the highest estimation and expectation of Allah and the 
highest opinion of His servants are two qualities that are superior 
toall other forms of goodness. The Prophet & said: "There are two 
qualities that are better than any other form of good: having the 
highest estimation and expectation of Allah and the highest opinion 
of His servants; and there are two qualities that are unmatched by 
anything else in their evil: having a low estimation and expectation 
of Allah and a low opinion of His servants" (mentioned in The Book 
of Religious Counsels by al-Imam al-Haddad). 

Our leader al-Imam al-Haddad, may Allah have mercy on him, 
Amin, said: 

Perfect your estimation of your Master, you'll behold the glad 

tidin 
For know that the Lord acts according to the estimation of the 
slave 


The hadith comes with this knowledge, so listen to the reminder 
And adorn yourself with the garment of patience when you 
become discontent 


And ask Allāh to lift all suffering and harms 
He also said in another poem: 


All grace and favour are found 
Under the the soil of perfected hope, so alight in settlement here! 
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REPENTANCE 


Repentance should be constant, as Allah says: 


And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that 
you might succeed (al-Nür 24: 31). 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Repent to Allah, for indeed, I 
repent to Him a hundred times every day” (al-Bukhari in Al-Adab 


al-Mufrad). 
Repentance consists of feeling regret, abandoning the sin, firm 
resolve to never repeat the act and returning what was wrongfully 


used or taken to its rightful owner. 


PATIENCE 
The highest and most noble form of patience is bearing mistreatment 
by other Muslims and refraining from just retaliation over the offence. 
Allah Most Glorious says: 


She AS o5 & ei, Ge fhe 93 ees € ob 
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And if you were to retaliate, then retaliate with the like of 
that with which you were afflicted; but if you are patient, it 
will certainly be best for those who are patient 

(al-Nahl 16: 126). 


The Prophet & said, “Patience is half of faith" (Aba Nu‘aym). 
He & was asked about faith and he replied, “Patience and forgiveness” 


(al-Tabarani). 
Ibn ‘Abbas & said there are three types of patience mentioned 


in the Qur'àn: 


= Patience in performing obligatory acts commanded by 
Allah, and this is worth three hundred spiritual degrees. 


= Patience with refraining from what Allah has prohibited, 
and this is worth six hundred spiritual degrees. 
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ı Patience when initially afflicted with a calamity, and this is 
worth nine hundred spiritual degrees. 


Patience when mistreated by Muslims and forgiving them falls 
under the third category. Allah has prepared for those who are patient 
something which He has not prepared for others: Divine salutations, 


mercy and guidance. He says: 
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And We will surely test you with something of fear and 
hunger and a loss of wealth and lives and fruits, but give 
good tidings to the patient, Who, when disaster strikes them, 
say, “Indeed we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will 
return." Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from 


their Lord and mercy. And it is those who are the [rightly] 
guided (al-Bagarah 2: 155-157). 


GRATITUDE 
Allah says: 
CSR exe 3 L5; 
And few of My servants are grateful (Saba? 34: 13). 
Alléh # also says: 
die ója odi £i SS uu) 
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Ifyou are grateful, I will surely increase you [in favor]; but if 
you deny, indeed, My punishment is severe (Ibrahim 14: 7). 
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The Messenger of Allah & said: “He who feeds others and is 
grateful is of similar rank to he who fasts and is patient” (al-Tirmidhi). 

He & also said: “Let every one of you attain a grateful heart, a 
tongue in remembrance of Allah and a believing wife who assists 
him with the affairs of the Hereafter” (Ahmad). 

He also & said: "If the entire world was held in the hand of a man 
from my nation who said: ‘All praise is for Allah’ (Alhamdulillah); 


those words of thanks would be better than all that he held" (Ibn 
* Asakir). 


WITHHOLDING ARGUMENTATION 


This is the virtue of restraint from argumentation and disputation, 
while keeping one's heart free of rancor, suppressing one's anger and 
pardoning and showing goodness towards the wrongdoer. This is 
truly of the principle virtues of excellence, for when a person forgoes 
an argument, endures harshness, forgives and shows goodness to the 
wrongdoer, he has indeed traversed an arduous, near-insurmountable 
path which none can ascend except people of patience blessed with 
great solicitude from Allah. 

The lower self that calls persistently to evil will deter you by 
saying:"If I pardon this transgressor and forsake my right, he might 
become more arrogant and odious". This is the speech of the Devils 
of men and jinn. Allah, however, says otherwise: 
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And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] 
by that [deed] which is better; and thereupon the one whom 
between you and him is enmity [will become] as though he 
was a devoted friend. But none is granted it except those 
who are patient, and none is granted it except one having a 
great portion [of good] (Fussilat 41: 34-35). 


There is no doubt that you will be mistreated, O Believer, but if 
you seek the most sublime spiritual stations, then entertain abuse 
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with pardon, as the Messenger & said: "Even if a believer was in a 
lizard hole, Allah would certainly send someone to mistreat him" 
(al Tabaráni). 

Allah, Most Exalted, says: 


£c 4952 Caos 
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We have made some of you as a trial for others: will you 
have patience? (al-Furqan 25: 20). 


Although it is permissible to respond to ill-treatment with the 
like thereof, this only increases animosity, as Allah says: 


bust lot ue las os qi Aero g MAES 
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And the retribution for an evil act is an evil one like it, but 
whoever pardons and makes reconciliation — his reward is 
[due] from Allah. Indeed, He does not like wrongdoers 

(al-Shürà 42: 40). 


The patient, forgiving person has his reward with Allah and may 
request whatever he wishes upon meeting Him. He will also receive 
three houses as guaranteed by the Messenger of Allah &: one in the 
lighest Garden and one in one in each of the middle and lowest 
Gardens. 

Moreover, the person will have lived at ease, free from the burden 
ofanimosity, which is the greatest of distresses. A person who is 
argumentative is loathsome to Allah the Exalted, as the Prophet & 
sid: “The most disliked of men to Allah is the one who is intensely 
quarrelsome” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). He & also said: “I guarantee 
lothe one who forgoes argumentation, even though he may be 
correct, a house on the outer boundaries of Paradise, a house in the 
middle of Paradise and a house in the highest Paradise" (al-Tabarani). 

The Messenger of Allah & also said: "Whoever pardons when he 
has the power to exact retribution will be pardoned by Allah on the 
Day of Distress” (al-Tabarani). 
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Outer Manifestations of Eternal Success 


DAILY WORSHIP: CONSCIENTIOUSLY OBSERVING THE 
OBLIGATORY PRAYERS 


Being conscientious in observing the obligatory prayers and 
performing them communally - in particular, the late evening and 
dawn communal prayers — are of the Salvatory Virtues. 

Islam, the religion of superior moral virtues, commands you to 
conscientiously observe the five daily prayers and to perform them 
collectively for they are the greatest of the obligatory acts and the first 
to be accounted for. The Prophet & said: “Prayer is to the religion 
what the head is to the body — a person who has no prayer has no 
religion” (al-Tabarani). He & also said: “The first act that the servant 
will be called to account for is the prayer. If it is found to be complete, 
it is accepted along with the rest of his deeds; and if it is found to be 
deficient, it is rejected along with the rest of his deeds” (Aba Ya‘la). 
He & also said: “Whoever abandons the prayer will meet Allah Who 
will be angry with him” (al-Tabarani). 

Therefore, you should hasten to prayer at its earliest time, with 
utmost elation, exuberance and joy for it is the bond that connects you 
to the meeting with your Lord the Munificent, and to the opportunity 
of intimate discourse with Him, accompanied by the fragrant breezes 
of His tremendous graces. If you really knew, truly, with Whom you 
are in secret discourse, you would not spurn your prayer. 

Know that of the signs of the hypocrite are that he prays lazily, 
spends and gives charity grudgingly, performs righteous actions 
ostentatiously and remembers Allah minimally. 


° 
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And that they come not to prayer except while they are lazy 
and that they do not spend except while they are unwilling 
(al-Tawbah 9: 54). 
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Indeed, the hypocrites [think to] deceive Allah, but He 

is deceiving them. And when they stand for prayer, they 

stand lazily, showing [themselves to] the people and not 
remembering Allah except a little (al-Nisa' 4: 142). 


In reference to that, the Messenger of Allah & said: “I passed 
bya group of people during the Night Journey whose heads were 
smashed with rocks. As soon as their heads cracked open they were 
restored perfectly to their original form. I asked Jibril *£ who they 
wereand he said: "Those whose sleeping heads prevented them from 
payer" (al-Mundhiri). 

Know that abandoning the communal prayer is a sign of hypocrisy 
3s Abdulláh ibn Mas'üd /& said, “Indeed, I observed the congregation 
and found there was no one absent from the prayer except a known 
hypocrite” (Muslim). 

Themost important of the communal prayers are the late evening 
and dawn prayers, about which the Prophet & said, “The heaviest 
prayers for the hypocrites are the late evening prayer and dawn 
prayer; if they knew the benefit in them, they would attend them — 
een if crawling on their knees” (al-Bukhari). 


SEEKING SACRED KNOWLEDGE 


Oneshould continually seek beneficial sacred knowledge and regularly 
attend circles of knowledge. There is no better cure for a diseased 
kartthan attending gatherings of beneficial sacred knowledge. Allah, 
the Most Glorious, obligated the seeking of knowledge, even by 
travelling as far as China. It is in circles of learning that mercy rains 
down, blessings descend and supplications are accepted. Indeed, 
jour heart's need for knowledge is greater than your body's need 
for food and drink — and there is nothing better on the face of the 
tarth than gatherings of sacred knowledge. 

The Messenger of Allah # said: “Attending gatherings of 
knowledge is better than praying a thousand prayers, visiting a 
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thousand sick people and escorting a thousand funerals” (al-*Iraqi 
in Al-Mughni). 

Every Muslim is in dire need of attending gatherings of sacred 
knowledge - whether a scholar, sincere worshipper or someone 
who knows little of matters of religion — so as to be exposed to 
manifestations of Divine mercy and to be in the company of those 
that the Messenger & vouchsafed are the people in whose company 
one will never be miserable. 

Our Master, al-Imam ‘Abdullah ibn Husayn ibn Tahir who died 
in 1272 Hijrah (1856 ce) and who was a resident of al-Musaylah, an 
area close to Tarim in Hadramawt, may Allah have mercy on him, 
said in these lines of poetry written in Darijah (dialect): 


You who have forsaken circles of study - there is no virtue in this 
The circles of virtue should never be relinquished — for in them 
are great bounties 


The circles of virtue contain every grace and blessing 
And they repel trials and tribulations 


The circles of virtue encompass every art of knowledge 
What bliss for the servant who makes them his property and 
residence 


The circles of virtue purify from sin and impurity 
Through them, by them, is reformed the inner and outer 


This is the truth, certainty not speculation and conjecture 
How many famous verses confirm this for those of acumen? 


How many famous Prophetic narrations affirm this from the 
Grandfather of al-Hasan 
From al-Bukhari, Muslim, and the collection of the Sunan 


A circle of virtue is better than a thousand - 
A thousand visitations of the ill, a thousand escorted funerals, a 
thousand cycles of prayer 


Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim 

Successful, indeed, is the one who travels to seek it 
Allah will never forsake its seeker - and what a wondrous abode is 
the Garden! 

Spread knowledge, then, learn and be true 
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Viein the caravan of knowledge with people of virtue, and join 
them 


Be wary of wasting this chance — for how much time have you 
squandered? 


Take advantage of your life, before being washed and shrouded 
Oh our Lord, our Lord! Grant us success in this, the most 
virtuous deeds of the Sunnah 


Grant us a good ending when the time comes to part and travel 
And with every tremble of yearning, send Your peace and 
blessings, O Lord 


On Your Messenger, Abii al-Qasim, the vanquisher of tribulation 
And on his family, companions and those who follow them, 
bonded to their obedience 


RECITING THE QUR'AN 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “The best worship of my nation is 
reciting the Qur’an” (Abū Nu‘aym). 

He stated &: “The best of you is the one who learns the Qur'an 
and teaches it” (al-Bukhari). 

Healso said £: “Recite the Qur'àn and cry, and if you cannot, then 
makeyourself cry" (mentioned in Revival of the Religious Sciences). 

And he also said £: “Beautify the Qur'àn with your voices” (al- 
Hakim), 

It has been related that the Leader of the Believers, ‘Ali 3; 
xid “Whoever reads the Qur’an standing in prayer receives one 
hundred rewards for every letter read. If he reads it sitting (that is, in 
swpererogatory prayer) he receives fifty rewards for every letter. If he 
readsitin a state of ritual purification outside the prayer he receives 
twenty-five rewards for every letter, and if he reads it without ritual 
purification he receives ten rewards for every letter.” 

Our Shaykh, al-Imam Muhammad ibn Hadi al-Saqqaf, the 
Resident of Seiyun who died in 1382 Hijrah (1962 ce), may Allah 
tave mercy on him Amin, said in his treatise, The Ripened Fruits: 
‘Thefollowing meaning came from the Prophet #: If a man reads the 
Quran knowing why the words are constructed in the nominative 
aadaccusative (cases of Arabic grammar), he receives seven hundred 
Tevards for every letter read.” 
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This is if the person is reading the Qur’an outside prayer. If 
he reads it in prayer, the rewards for every letter become seventy 
thousand — one hundred multiplied by seven hundred. Moreover, 
if it is a communal prayer or the siwak (tooth stick) is used or if the 


prayer is performed in sacred places, the rewards are multiplied 
even more. 


Living with Other Muslims 
SUPPLICATING FOR THE MUSLIMS 


Supplicating for Muslims in their absence is from the Salvatory 
Virtues. The Messenger of Allah & said: “The supplication answered 
most swiftly is that of a person absent from the company of the one 
he supplicates for” (Aba Dawüd). 

He also said &: “The guardian angel of the one who is absent 
responds to he who supplicates for him: ‘Amin! And for you the 
same!” (Muslim) 

The Messenger & said: “A person's prayers are answered and the 
people of the earth are given their provision on behalf of every male 
and female Muslim for whom forgiveness is sought twenty-seven 
times every day" (al-Tabarani). 

Furthermore, it is said that if a person habitually seeks the 
following forgiveness each morning and evening twenty-seven 
times, he will not see what displeases him in this life or the next. The 
supplication is: "I seek Allah's forgiveness, there is no God except 
for Him, the most Merciful and Compassionate, the Living and Self- 
Sufficient, He Who does not die; I repent to Him: O Lord forgive me!" 


KINDNESS TO ORPHANS 
Allah says: 
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So as for the orphan, do not oppress [him]. And as for the 
petitioner, do not repel [him] (al-Duha 93: 9-10). 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “I and the one who takes care of 
the orphan are like this in the Garden", and he joined his index and 
middle fingers together (al-Bukhari). 
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He said &: "The best of your houses is the house in which the 
optan is honoured" (Abū Nu‘aym). 

Heg also said: “Whoever strokes the head of an orphan for the 
ake of Allah’s pleasure, is rewarded with good for every hair that 
hishand passes over” (Ahmad). He & also said: “Stroke the head of 
anorphan towards the front of his head, and for a child who has a 
fither towards the back of his head” (al-Khatib). 

The Prophet & said: "There is a house in the Garden called the 
‘House of Joy’ which none shall enter except he who brought joy to 
Muslim orphans” (al-Najjar). In another tradition he said Æ: “Except 
hewho brought joy to children." 

There is a widow who will reach the Garden before the Prophet 
4 Despite her youth and beauty, she refused to remarry, preferring 
toraise her orphaned children, so because of that, Allah protected 
her from falling into the unlawful. 

The Messenger of Allah # said: “I am the first for whom the doors 
ofthe Garden will be opened, however, I will see a woman preceding 
me. | will say: ‘Who are you and how did you get here?’ She will 


rly: Lam a woman who was dedicated to raising my orphaned 
dildren" (Abū Ya'la). 


WIDOWS 


The Prophet & said: “The person who attends to the needs of widows 
and the poor is like a soldier in the path of Allah, or like one who 
vorships during the night and fasts during the day” (al-Bukhari 
and Muslim). 

He also said &: “Whoever has three daughters or sisters and 
patiently endures the hardships and adversities in raising them will 
entered by Allah into the Garden because of his mercy towards 
them.” Aman asked: “And if there are two, O Messenger of Allah?” 
Hesaid: “And if there are two.” Then another asked: “And one?” To 
which he replied: “And one” (al-Khara iti). 


VISITING THE SICK 


ltisfrom the practice of the Noble Messenger & to pay a brief visit 


| tothe sick, as he said: “Every Muslim is entitled to have three rights 


fulfilled: to be visited when sick, to have his funeral attended and 
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to have Allah’s mercy entreated for him if he praised Allah after 
sneezing” (mentioned by al-Bukhari in al-Adab al-Mufrad). 

He also said &: "If a person visits his Muslim brother in the 
morning, seventy thousand angels supplicate for him until the 
evening. If he visits in the evening, seventy thousand angels supplicate 
for him until the morning" (al-Bukhari). 


VISITING FELLOW MUSLIMS 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “A caller calls out to whoever visits 
a sick person or visits a Muslim brother: “You have excelled! Your 
footsteps are blessed and you have taken a place in the Garden" 
(al-Tirmidhi). 

He also said &: “Walk a mile to visit the sick, walk two miles to 
reconcile between two people and walk three miles to visit your 
Muslim brother” (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 


ATTENDING FUNERALS 


The Prophet & said: “Whoever prays the funeral prayer receives the 
reward of a qirát, and whoever is present at the burial receives the 
reward of two qirat” (Muslim.) A girat is equivalent to the size of 
the mountain of Uhud. 


On Hospitality and Visiting 
HONOURING GUESTS 


The Prophet & said: “Let whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day 
honour his guest by providing him provision for a day and a night. 
Hospitality is for the duration of three days; after that, serving him 
is charity. It is not permissable for the guest to overstay lest he cause 
inconvenience to the host” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). Hence, it is not 
permissible for a guest to stay longer than three days. 

He also said Æ: “A sacrificial animal slaughtered for a guest will 
be a redemption from the Fire for the host" (al-Hakim). 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “A guest comes with sustenance 
decreed for him and departs taking with him the sins of the hosts, 
purifying them of their transgressions” (Abū Shaykh and al-Daylami). 

A man came to the Messenger of Allah & and said: “O Messenger 
of Allah! I'm exhausted from hunger. Nothing was found in the 
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widence of the Messenger & except water. The Messenger then 
sed: "Who will host this man?” One of the companions said to 
tiswife:; "Honour the guest of the Messenger of Allah!” She put her 
dildren to sleep then prepared a meal, all of which was presented 
io the guest. She extinguished the light so that the guest would be 
waware that there was no other food for the hosts themselves, and he 
aehis fill. The Messenger of Allah & said about them: “Verily, Allah 
yasdelighted by your deed.” Then the following verse was revealed: 


s 


oe ee 
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But they give [them] preference over themselves, even 
though they are in privation. And whoever is protected 
from the stinginess of his soul — it is those who will be the 
successful (al-Hashr 59: 9) 
(Narrated in al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


The Prophet & said: “Verily, the Angels continue to supplicate 
forhe who continues to lay out his table” (al-Hakim). 

Healso said &: “Do not burden yourselves for the sake of guests, 
kstyou make them angry as whoever angers a guest angers Allah; 
ad whoever angers Allah, Allah is angry with him” (mentioned in 
tbe Revival of the Religious Sciences).* 


ROM THE MANNERS OF THE HOST 


The host should be diligent in accommodating his relatives and 
téigibours because their rights are foremost and he should not single 
utthe wealthy for invitation. The Messenger of Allah & said: “The 
vorst food is the food of a wedding celebration to which the wealthy 
lavebeen invited in exclusion of the poor” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

Healso said &: “It is a practice from the Sunnah that a host should 
«company his guest to the door” (Ibn Majah). 





i (IN) The cautionary aspect mentioned here is against artificial and 
atrsvagant displays of hospitality that could elicit in the guest dislike for the host 
‘ad his insincere generosity. 
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FROM THE MANNERS OF THE GUEST 


One should respond to the invitations of the rich and the poor, 
unless there is a valid excuse. The Noble Prophet # would respond to 
invitations from the poor, and he said: “If I were invited to partake in 
a sheep’s foot, I would accept the invitation; and if I were presented 
with a sheep’s foot, I would accept it” (al-Bukhari). 


The Islamic Greeting of Peace 
GREETING WITH THE SALUTATION OF PEACE 


Jabir @& said: “The Messenger of Allah & said to us: ‘Shall I tell you 
about the rooms in the Garden?’ We said: “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.’ 
He & said: “Verily, in the Garden there are rooms fashioned from a 
variety of jewels through which the rooms are visible from the inside 
out and from the outside in. They contain bounties, pleasures and 
delights that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard and no heart 
has ever perceived.’ (Jabir) said: “I said: O Messenger of Allah, for who 
are these rooms?’ He replied &: ‘For he who greets with the salutation 
of peace, feeds people, fasts constantly and prays at night while the 
people sleep.’ (Jabir) said: “We said: O Messenger of Allah, who is 
capable of that?’ He & said: 'My community is capable of that, and I 
will tell you how. Whoever meets his Muslim brother and greets him 
with the salutation of peace or responds with the same has fulfilled the 
greeting of peace. Whoever feeds and satiates his wife and children 
has fed people. Whoever fasts the month of Ramadan and three days 
of every month thereafter has fasted constantly, and whoever prays 
the late evening prayer and the morning prayer in congregation has 
prayed at night while the people sleep” (Aba Nu‘aym). 

The Noble Messenger & said: “The diseases of envy and discord 
pervaded the nations of your predecessors like a razor blade, shaving 
away religion, not hair. I swear by the One in Whose hand is the soul 
of Muhammad, none of you shall enter the Garden until you believe 
and none of you believe until you love one another. Shall I tell you of 
something that will cause you to love one another? Greet each other 
with the salutation of peace” (al-Tirmidhi). 

The Messenger of Allah & also said: “A servant’s faith is not 
complete until he is endowed with three traits: Spending in charity 
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yen in straightened circumstances, being just and equitable, and 
geting with the salutation of peace" (al-Khara'iti). 


MAINTAINING A CHEERFUL COUNTENANCE 


The Prophet & said: “Do not disparage anything that is good; 
fou have nothing else, at least meet your Muslim brother with a 
cheerful face, and if you have bought meat or cooked a meal, increase 
isbroth and serve some to your neighbour” (al-Tirmidhi). 


PARTIAL AND COMPLETE GREETINGS OF PEACE 


Aman came to the Messenger of Allah & and said: “Peace be upon 
you’, about which the Prophet & said: “Ten good deeds.” A second 
nan came and said: "Peace be upon you and the Mercy of Allah", 
aout which he said £: "Twenty good deeds." A third man came and 
sid Peace be upon you and the Mercy and Blessings of Allah”, and 
tesaid & “Thirty good deeds” (al- Tirmidhi). 


THE BEST QUALITIES OF ISLAM 


TheProphet & was asked: “What are the best qualities of Islam?” He 
wid &: “Feeding people and greeting those you know and those you 
don'tknow with the salutation of peace” (al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 


THE GREETING OF THE BELIEVERS 


Tac is the Believers’ greeting in this worldly life, and the greeting 
teyreceive from Allah on the Day of Judgement. 


(bi ts gita) 


Their greeting the day that they meet Him will be, “Peace” 
(al-Ahzab 33: 44). 


(ei 5 ori D) 


“Peace” - a word from a Merciful Lord (Ya Sin 33: 58). 
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Peace be upon you for what you patiently endured. And 
excellent is the final home (al-Ra‘d 13: 24). 


"The Source of Peace" (al-Salam) is one of the Beautiful Names 
of Allah, and encompassed in its meaning is a supplication for well- 
being and protection. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “Al-Salam is one of the sublime 
Names of Allah, and He made it a sacred covenant among His 
creation. If a Muslim greets another Muslim with the salutation of 
peace, it is not permissible for the one to mention the other except 
with good" (al-Daylami). 

When a person enters his house let him say: "Peace be upon 
us from our Lord and peace be upon us and the pious servants of 
Allah.” The Prophet & said: “When you enter your houses greet the 
occupants with the salutation of peace because the Shaytan (Devil) 
will not enter the house if one of you enters with the word of “Peace” 
(al-Khara’iti). 


GOOD MORNING, GOOD EVENING 


These utterances are wishes, not greetings. Therefore, it is not 
appropriate to precede the salutation of peace with them and the 
person who says “good morning" does not deserve a reply. Non- 
Muslims greet with expressions such as "blessed morning" or “blessed 
evening" and so forth, which if substituted by Muslims as a greeting, 
constitute an act of imitation, as does waving the hand or moving 
the fingers. 

The Messenger & said: "Do not imitate the Jews and Christians, 
as the Jews greet by motioning with the fingers and the Christians 
greet by waving the hand" (al-Tirmidhi). 


5 Reviewer's Note: The Shaykh is apparently referring to Muslims who substitute 
the Islamic greeting for another greeting. In the case of non-Muslims who greet 
Muslims, it is from ethics of Islam to return their greetings with similar or better. 
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ONE HUNDRED MERCIES FOR SHAKING HANDS AND 
sMILING UPON MEETING 


The Prophet & said: "Greeting each other is completed by the shaking 
ofhands” (al-Tirmidhi). 

Healso said &: “There are no two Muslims who meet and shake 
hands except that they are forgiven before they part” (Ahmad). 

Healso said &: “One hundred mercies descend when two Muslims 
meet, greeting each other with the salutation of peace and shaking 
hands - ninety for the one who initiated the greeting and ten for the 
one who reciprocated” (al-Bayhaqi). 


KISSING THE HAND 
Ibn ‘Umar È said: “We used to kiss the hand of the Prophet” 
(Narrated by Abü Dawud, with a good chain of transmission). 

Kab ibn Malik & said: “When my repentance was accepted, I 
went to the Prophet & and kissed his hand” (Mentioned in the Revival 
ofthe Religious Sciences). 

Itis narrated that a Bedouin requested: ^O Messenger of Allah, 
grant me permission to kiss your head and your hand.” Another 
tradition says: “And your feet”; for which he was granted permission 
and he did so (Narrated by al-Hakim with a sound chain of 
transmission). 


Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil 


ENJOINING GOOD 


Injoining good and forbidding evil are from the Salvatory Virtues, 
as Allah ¿$ says: 
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And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all 


that is] good, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is 
wrong, and those will be the successful (Al ‘Imran 3: 104). 
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A person who dispenses with the acts of enjoining good and 
forbidding evil shares with the disobedient in their sins; and, being 
pleased with disbelief is a form of disbelief. If Allah is disobeyed in 
the east and you are in the west, you must nonetheless forbid evil 
according to one of the recommended methods as much as you are 
able, The Messenger of Allah # said in mentioning the curse on 
the Children of Israel after they not only ceased forbidding evil but 
committed it: “Nay, I swear by Allah that you are ordered to enjoin 
good and forbid evil. You must take a tyrant by the arm, restrain 
him from doing wrong and oblige him to conform to what is right. 
If you fail to do this Allah will blacken your hearts because of the 
disobedience of some of you and curse you as He cursed them” 
(Abū Dawid). 

The Messenger & also said: “Whoever amongst you sees evil must 
change it with his hand; if he is unable to, then with his tongue; and 
ifhe is unable to do that, then with his heart — and that is the weakest 
form of faith” (Muslim). 


THE REALITY OF EVIL 


Evil is every act which scholars have unanimously agreed is unlawful, 
such as consuming wine, causing detriment to Muslims and so forth. 
Itisnot obligatory to repudiate evil if a person fears he will be harmed 
by doing so; however, it is better to speak out and sacrifice oneself for 
Allah, as the Messenger of Allah & said: "The best jihad is speaking 
the truth in front of an oppressive ruler" (Ahmad). 

He & also said; “The Master of all martyrs is Hamza ibn ‘Abd 
al-Muttalib, together with a man who confronts an oppressive ruler 
and commands him to good and rebukes him for his evil, and is then 
killed by virtue of this” (al-Hakim). 

It is absolutely prohibited for a person to be in the presence of 
others who commit acts of evil. The Messenger of Allah & said: 
"Never be in the company of a man who kills the oppressed, as the 
Divine curse descends on whoever is in his presence and it cannot 
be repelled; and never be in the company of a man who injures the 
oppressed, as the Divine curse descends on whoever is in his presence 
and it cannot be repelled” (al-Tabarani). 

The worst evils in contemporary times include: The killing, torture 
and forced eviction of Muslims, and the pillage of their possessions, 
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indifferent parts of the world at the hands of various secular groups, 
whilst Muslim leaders listen and look on in silence; or worse, such 
leaders even aid and abet them in their injustice saying: “These are 
internal issues and we will not interfere.” 


IS THIS EXCUSE VALID? 


Of course not, by Allah. Islam has made it obligatory on every 
Muslim, wherever he may be, to forbid evil, wherever it may be. 
Clearly, by their silence and their assistance, they are content with 
the destruction of Islam, the spilling of innocent blood and the 
plundering of wealth. Consequently, they become partners in crime 
and are worthy of condemnation — as condoning disbelief is disbelief. 
Itis not permissible to aid a brigand nor give him water to drink 
until he repents, as assisting a tyrant is tyranny and aiding a sinner 
is sinfulness. 

The Prophet & said: “Whoever contributes to the killing of a 
Believer, even by half a word, meets Allah with the words, “‘Despaired 
ofthe mercy of Allah’ written between his eyes” (Ibn Majah). 


THE BELIEVERS DO NOT EXHIBIT SUCH IMMORAL 
CHARACTER ^ 


The Messenger of Allah & said: "The Believers in their mutual 
compassion, mercy and care are like one body: when a limb suffers, 
the entire body responds with wakefulness and fever" (Muslim). 


Striving for Virtue 


STRIVING (AL-JIHAD) 


Ofthe Salvatory Virtues is striving against those who are hostile to 
Allah and Islam until the teachings of Islam and its Divine governing 
laware no longer threatened by their hostility. The Prophet & said: 
"The loftiest peak of Islam is jihad which none shall reach except 
the elect” (al-Tabarani). 

The Messenger of Allah & was asked: “Which are the best deeds?” 
Hesaid &: “Believing in Allah and His Messenger." It was said: “And 
after that?” He said &: “Striving in the way of Allah.” He was asked 
again: “And after that?” He said &: “A sincere and accepted Hajj 
(annual pilgrimage)” (al-Bukhari). 
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He said &: “There are one hundred echelons in the Garden that 
Allah has prepared for those who strive in the way of Allah; the 
distance between two of them is like the distance between the sky 
and the earth” (al-Bukhari). 

He also said &: “Whoever dies never having fought in the way of 


God, nor having resolved to fight, dies on a measure of hypocrisy” 
(Muslim). 


THE STATE OF THE MARTYR WITH ALLAH 


The Martyr is the one who fought and was killed so that the Word 
of Allah would be exalted. Allah x says: 
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And do not say about those who are killed in the way of 
Allah, “They are dead." Rather, they are alive, but you 
perceive [it] not (al-Baqarah 2: 154). 


The Prophet & said: “A martyr does not feel the pain of death any 
more than what one of you feels when you are pinched" (al- Tirmidhi). 

He also said &: “I swear by the One in Whose hand is the soul of 
Muhammad that I would love to fight in the path of Allah and be 
martyred, then fight and be martyred” (al-Bukhari). 

The Messenger of Allah & said: "The martyr has seven virtues 
with Allah; he is forgiven at the first shedding of his blood; he sees 
his place in the Garden; he is adorned with a garment of faith; he 
marries seventy-two wives from the maidens of Paradise; he is 
granted sanctuary from the punishment of the grave; he is protected 
from the greatest terror; a sapphire crown of reverence, better than 
the world and all that it contains, is placed on his head; and he is 
granted intercession for seventy members of his family” (Ahmad). 
The “greatest terror” is when it will be said to the angels on the Day 
of Judgement: “Take so-and-so to the Fire!”, and we seek refuge 
from that. We have mentioned here the hadith listing eight portions 


granted to the martyr - however we do not have the chain of narration 
for it 


§ (T/N) The original narrator of this hadith mentioned seven virtues at the 
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ET VIRTUE OF HUMILITY 


jlity towards the Believer is a sign of noble character. Whoever 
humble will be elevated by Allàh and whoever is arrogant will be 


by Allah. Allah has described the Believers whom He loves 
yd who love Him: 
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Humble toward the believers, powerful against the 
disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear 
the blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah; He bestows 
itupon whom He wills. And Allah is all-Encompassing and 

Knowing (al-M@ idah 5: 54). 


The humble are: 
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Firm of heart against the unbelievers, merciful amongst 
themselves (al-Fath 48: 29). 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Humility only increases the 
servant in noble rank - so humble yourself and Allah will raise you. 
Being forgiving only increases the servant in honour — so forgive and 
Allah will honour you. Charity only increases the servant’s wealth by 
multiplying it - so give charity and Allah the Mighty and Sublime 
will have mercy on you” (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 


THE REALITY ABOUT HUMILITY 


Humility is the opposite of arrogance. Its essence is in emulating 
the Messenger of Allah & in his behaviour and habits. For the 


SS eee 
beginning but actually lists eight. This hadith was accepted and authenticated in 
that form by al-Imam Ahmad. Al-Habib Muhammad states that he does not have 


the chain of narration for the hadith that mentions eight virtues at the beginning 
and lists them. 
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Messenger & carried his own purchases from the market, saying: 
“It is most befitting that the owner of something should carry it, 
except if he is weak or infirm, then his Muslim brother should assist 
him" (al-Tabarani). 

The Messenger & also said: “Whoever carries his own belongings 
is freed from arrogance” (al-Bayhaqi). The examples of the humility 
of the Noble Messenger & are numerous: When he entered his house, 
he would occupy himself by serving his family until he went out; he 
never once ate to satiation; he never complained to anyone; he bore 
the cruelty of others and forgave wrongdoings if they transgressed 
his own rights - however, if the rights of Allah were contravened, 
none could withstand his anger; if a poor person invited him he 
would respond swiftly; and he was the most compassionate patron 
to orphans and widows. 

The Prophet's & humility caused him to sit together with the 
poor and eat with the needy. He supplicated: ^O Allah! I ask You to 
enable me to perform good deeds and leave evil deeds and I ask You 
to give me love for the poor” (al-Hakim, al-Tirmidhi and Ahmad). 
He & also said: “O Allah! Let me live poor and die poor and gather 
mein the assembly of the poor” (al-Hakim). The Messenger of Allah 
£ ate whilst seated on the ground saying: “I eat as a slave eats and I 
sit as a slave sits” (Ibn Hibban et al). 

The Messenger of Allah & ate whatever food was available and 
dressed in whatever clothes were available. He bound rocks to his 
stomach from the severity of his hunger and up to two months would 
pass without lighting a cooking fire in his home. He and his family 

sufficed themselves during this time with “the two black ones”, a 
name for dates and water. He departed from this life without ever 
having eaten wheat bread to satiation for more than three consecutive 
days (Muslim). May Allah’s peace and salutations be upon him and 


his family in every moment, perpetually, as abundant as His graces 
and bounties. 


HUMILITY TOWARDS THE HUMBLE 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “If you see the humble from my 
nation, be humble towards them and if you see those who are 
arrogant, be arrogant towards them for that will be their humiliation 
and belittling” (mentioned in Revival of the Religious Sciences). A 
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peiever must be humble towards other Believers, particularly if they 
ae older, more knowledgeable, a just ruler or relatives. Humility to 
a Believer is actually humbleness to Allah and veneration of Him, 
particularly when humility is shown towards the scholar, elderly or 
ajust ruler. The Messenger of Allah & said: “Verily, honouring an 
elderly Muslim, one who reads the Qur'àn correctly and acts upon 
itsinjunctions, and an equitable ruler, are from one's veneration of 
Allah” (Abii Dawid). 

He said #: "He who does not honour our elderly, have mercy 
on our young, or give our scholars reverent respect is not of us" 
(Ahmad). 

The Messenger of Allah # also said: “The duty of brotherhood on 
the elderly towards the young is like the duty of the father towards 
his son” (al-Bayhaqi). 

Note how Ibn “Abbas i£: took the reins of Zayd ibn Thabit’s 
& riding mount to lead it and said: “This is what we have been 
commanded to do with our scholars”. So Zayd kissed the hand of 
Ibn “Abbas, saying: “This is what we have been commanded to do 
with the family of our Prophet” (al-Hakim). 


HUMILITY TOWARDS THE WEALTHY BECAUSE OF THEIR 
WEALTH 


The Messenger & said: “Allah, Most Great and Magnificent, curses 
the poor man who humbles himself to a rich man because of his 
money. Whoever does that has lost two-thirds of his religion” (al- 
Daylami in Kanz al-“Ummal.) 


THE SIX PORTIONS 


There are six virtues which, together with their subsequent 
supplications, are the preoccupations of the Highest Company. 
The “Highest Company” refers to the Angels of the heavens. They 
discuss amongst themselves the deeds that ascend from creation and 
they witness and rejoice for the one who has acted on these six virtues. 
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal j£, said: “One morning, the Prophet & was 
delayed from the morning prayer until we could almost see the sun, 
which point he hurried out, calling for the prayer to begin, and he 
prayed at length. When he had completed the prayer he announced: 
Remain as you are in your rows’. Then he joined us and said &: Now 
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I will inform you about what delayed me from you this morning. | 
awoke in the night, performed ablutions and prayed as much as | 
could until I became drowsy in my prayer and sleep overtook me, 
It was at that point that I came into the presence of my Lord, the 
Blessed and Exalted, in the most resplendent manner. He 3% then 
said to me: ‘Muhammad?’ 

I replied: ‘At Your service my Lord.’ 

He said: “About what are the Highest Company debating?’ 

I said: ‘I don’t know’ (and he repeated this three times). 

He said #: ‘Then I saw Him && put His palm between my shoulders 
until I felt the coolness of His fingertips through my chest and 
everything became manifested to me, to the extent that I learnt what 
isin the heavens and the earth.’ 

He said; 'O Muhammad!’ 

replied: ‘At Your service my Lord.’ 

He said: ‘About what are the Highest Company debating?’ 

I said: ‘About the expiation of sins.’ 

He asked: ‘And what are they?” 

I said: ‘Walking to the communal prayers, sitting in the mosque 
after prayers, and performing complete ablutions in difficult 
conditions.’ 

He said w#: "You have spoken the truth, O Muhammad, and 
whoever does that lives well and dies well and is freed of his sins 
like the day his mother bore him.’ 

He asked: ‘About what else are they debating?’ 

I said: ‘They are concerned with spiritual degrees’. 

He asked: ‘And what are they?” 

I replied: Feeding people, gentle speech and praying at night 
when the people sleep.’ 

He said: ‘Ask!’ 

I said: ‘O Allah! Indeed, I ask You to allow me perform virtuous 
deeds and abandon evil deeds, and that I should love the poor. I ask 
You to forgive me, have mercy on me, and relent towards me, and 
if You intend trials for Your servants, then bring me back to You 
without having failed in the trial. I ask You for Your love and for 


the love of those who love You, and for the love of deeds that draw 
me closer to Your love.’ 
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The Messenger & said: ‘Indeed, this is true, so study it and teach 


n) 


t. 
/ (Thus ends this sound hadith, narrated by al-Tirmidhi). 


Excellence in social relations 
GENEROSITY 


Generosity is to console fellow Muslims and to fulfill their needs. The 
Prophet # said: “The Garden is the abode of the generous" (Ibn “Adī). 

He & also said: "The food of the generous is a medicine and the 
food of the miserly is an illness” (al-Khatib). 

He & also said: “Never did the sun rise except that it was 
accompanied by two angels supplicating and calling out: ‘© Allah! 
Reward he who spends with progeny, and afflict the stingy with 
ruin” (al-Hakim). 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “O Bilal! Meet your Lord in a 
state of poverty, not wealth.” Bilal 4 replied: “How do I do that?” 
Hesaid &: "Don't hoard what you have been provided with and 
don’t refuse what you have been asked." Bilal asked: “And how do I 
do that?” He & said: “Either that or the Fire.”” 


BRINGING HAPPINESS TO MUSLIMS 


Bringing happiness to the Muslims, especially those afflicted by 
tribulations, is a Salvatory Virtue. It is reported in the book Sharh 
d-Sudür (by al-Imam al-Suyüti) that Ja‘far al-Sadiq narrated from 
Muhammad al-Baqir from his father Zayn al-*Abidin “Ali, the son 
ofal-Husayn and the grandson of Muhammad #: “No person brings 
lappiness to a Believer except that an angel is created from that 
happiness who worships Allah and testifies to His Oneness. When 
the time comes for that person to enter his grave, the angel comes 
tohim and says: ‘Do you know me?’ He replies: “Who are you?’ 
The angel says: ‘I am the happiness that you brought to so-and-so. 
On this day I am your companion in your loneliness, I will dictate 
toyou the testimony of your faith and I will make you firm with a 
word of truth, I will guide you through the witnessing of the Day of 
Judgment, I will intercede for you, and I will show you your place 
inthe Garden.” 


7 Mentioned in the Al-Zawajir of Ibn Hajar al-Haythami who said it is a sound. 
hadith, 
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RECITING THE NOBLE QUR'AN AND INCREASING IN ACTS 
OF OBEDIENCE 


Attaining the love of Allah through persevering in acts of good, 
Reciting the Qur'àn abundantly; remembering Allah (dhikr); 
and sending Salutations on the Prophet &; regular attendance 
at gatherings of knowledge and remembrance; maintaining the 
communal prayer; and other praiseworthy acts all inculcate the 
love of Allah for the one who perseveres in them. As a result, one’s 
movement and stillness are all for the pleasure of Allah — and this is 
the ultimate happiness. 

The Messenger of Allah & conveyed that Allah 2 said: “I will 
surely declare war against he who shows enmity towards an intimate 
friend of Mine (wali). Nothing endears My servant to Me more 
than his performance of what I have made obligatory upon him. 
My servant continues to draw nearer to Me with supererogatory 
acts until I love him. When I love him, I become his hearing with 
which he hears, his sight with which he sees, his hands with which 
he strikes, and his feet with which he walks. If he asks something of 
Me, I shall surely give it to him; and if he takes refuge in Me, I shall 
certainly grant it to him” (al-Bukhari). 


RELATIONS WITH PARENTS 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Whoever is dutiful to his parents, 
glad tidings to him. Allah will increase the blessings in his life (al- 
Hakim). 

He also said &: “The person who wakes in the morning and his 
parents are pleased with him has two doors open for him to the 
Garden; and when he sleeps, the same occurs. If he has one parent 
who is pleased with him, then one door is open — even if they have 
treated him unjustly, even if they have treated him unjustly. Whoever 
wakes in the morning and his parents are angry with him has two 
doors open for him to the Fire; and when he sleeps, he has the same. 
Ifhe has one parent angry with him, then one door is open - even if 
they have treated him unjustly, even if they have treated him unjustly, 
even they have treated him unjustly” (al-Bayhaqi). 

He also said 4: “Paradise lies under the feet of mothers” (al- 
Khatib). 
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RELATIONS WITH ONE'S CHILDREN 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Allah has mercy on the father who 
raises his child to be dutiful towards him” (Aba Shaykh). 

He also said &: “Be equitable in giving gifts to your children. If, 
however, I had a preference to give to any of them, I would have 
preferred to give to the females” (al-Tabarani). 


RELATIONS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 


ltis reported in the Revival of the Religious Sciences that Anas gy 
said: “The Messenger of Allah & was the most merciful of people to 
women and youth.” In this regard, the Messenger & said: “Whoever 
hasthree daughters or sisters and patiently endures the hardships and 
adversities in raising them will be entered by Allah into the Garden 
because of his mercy towards them.” A man asked: “And if there are 
two, O Messenger of Allah?" He said: “And if there are two.” Then 
another asked: “And one?" To which he replied: “And one". 

The Prophet & said: “Whoever goes to the marketplace of the 
Muslims and buys something, carries it home himself and prefers 
to give it to his daughters rather than his sons receives the Divine 
Glance, and whoever Allah glances upon is not punished" (al-*Iraqt). 

Healso said &: "The fragrance of a child is from the fragrance of 
the Garden” (al-Tabarani). This means that a parent is never soothed 
enough by the fragrance of his child. He also said &: “Whoever has a 
child should play with him in a childlike way” (Ibn *Asakir). 

TheProphet & said: "Teach your children the prayer at the age of 
seven, spank them over it at the age of ten and separate the sleeping 
places of the boys and the girls" (al-Bazzar). 

He also said &: “Hang a whip where the members of the family 
can see it, as it serves as a deterrent for them" (al-Tabarani).? 


RELATIONS WITH THE HUSBAND 


Serving her husband well, patiently bearing his faults and pleasing 
him are the means by which a woman acquires all bounties, as the 


§ (TN) It is mentioned in Fayd al-Qadir of al-Munawi that the whip is not 
present in order that it should be used, as no one has been commanded to strike, 
but rather, so that it is known that (the parents’) raising of the family is an on- 
going matter that they will not neglect (Hadith 5468 and 5469). 


* 
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Messenger of Allah & said: “Any woman who dies while her husband 
is pleased with her enters the Garden” (al-Tirmidhi). 

He also said #: “The Garden is forbidden for any woman who 
requests a divorce from her husband without a valid reason” (Abi 
Dàwüd). 

Itis narrated in the book Da^wat al-Haqq, that Asma’ bint Yazid 
th approached the Prophet & saying: ^O Messenger of Allah, I come 
before you as a representative of the women. Allah has sent you to 

men and women equally and we believe in you and in your Lord. As 
women, we are indeed bound by the duties of your (mens’) houses 
and we bear your children. As men, you enjoy the additional benefits 
of frequent social gathering, attending communal prayers, attending 
to funeral rites, fulfilling the Hajj, and best of all, fighting in the 
way of Allah, the Exalted. If any one of you leaves intending the 
performance of the Hajj or ‘Umrah (minor pilgrimage) or for battle, 
we look after your wealth, we spin wool for your clothes and we raise 
your children. So do we then share with you in these rewards and in 
this good?” With his entire countenance, the Prophet # looked over 
at his companions and said: “Did you ever hear a better question 
from a woman regarding the affairs of her religion?” They said: “O 
Messenger of Allah, we didn’t know that a woman could be guided 
to speak like that.” He said: “Understand, dear woman, and teach 
the women waiting for you, that ifa woman perfects the fulfillment 
of her husband's rights that it is equal in measure to all of that." She 
left overjoyed until she reached the women of her tribe and presented 
to them what the Messenger of Allah # had told her and they were 
all delighted. 

Perfecting the fulfillment of her husband’s rights means to serve 
one’s husband and uphold his rights, particularly in his old age and 

in illness, 


THE BEST OF WOMEN 


The Prophet & said: "The best of women is she who pleases you when 
you look at her, obeys you when you request of her, and safeguards 
herselfand your wealth when you are absent” (al-Tabarani). 

He also said &: "Shall I inform you of those of your womenfolk 
who will inhabit the Garden? She is the one who is loving, bears 
children and obeys you (even though she may dislike it). If she errs 
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yis wronged she says: “My hand is in yours, I cannot sleep unless 
puare pleased with me” (al-Tabarani). 


RELATIONS WITH THE WIFE 
Allah & says: 
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And live with them in kindness. For if you dislike them — 
perhaps you dislike a thing and Allah makes therein much 
good 
(al-Nis@ 4: 19). 


The Messenger of Allah said: “The best of you is the one who 
isbest to his womenfolk and I am the best of you regarding my 
womenfolk” (al-Tirmidhi). 

The excellence of a man’s conduct with his wife includes 
safeguarding their marital secrets, as the Prophet & said: “Verily, 
one of the greatest trusts that is presented before Allah on the Day 
ofJudgement is that of a man who was intimate with his wife, and 
she with him, then he divulged her secrets” (Ahmad). 

This virtue also includes forbearance regarding her bad conduct, 
asthe Messenger of Allah & said: “Allah gives the man who patiently 
endures the bad conduct of his wife a reward similar to that given 
toProphet Job a for his patience over his affliction; and any woman 
who patiently endures the bad conduct of her husband is given a 
reward similar to that of Asiya, the wife of the Pharaoh.”? 


RELATIONS WITH SERVANTS 


The Prophet & said: “If a person's servant brings him his food, he 
should sit with his servant and eat with him; and if he does not do 
that, then at least have him eat a mouthful” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 
Aman said: “O Messenger of Allah, to what extent should we 
overlook the actions of a servant?” He said &: “Overlook what he 
does seventy times every day” (al-Tirmidhi). 






9 Mentioned in Book Two of the Revival of Religious Sciences. 
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RELATIONS WITH RELATIVES crifice what you can to relieve them of harm, and attempt to secure 
their benefit. The Messenger of Allah & said: “I saw a man residing 
inthe Garden because of a tree he removed from the middle of the 
road that was inconveniencing the Muslims" (Muslim). 

Healso said #: “A Muslim has five rights to fulfill towards another 
Muslim: replying to the salutation of peace, visiting the sick, attending 
funerals, responding to an invitation and supplicating for mercy for 
aperson who sneezes” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

He said £: “The Muslim is he from whose hand and tongue other 
Muslims are safe” (Muslim). 

And healso said &: “All of creation are the wards of Allah, and the 
most beloved of them to Him are those who are the most beneficial 
toHis wards” (al-Tabarani). 


The Prophet of Allah & said: “Maintaining ties with kith and kin 
increases a person s lifespan, whilst charity given secretly extinguishes 
Divine wrath" (al-Qudà'i). 
He also said &: “Maintaining family ties, having noble character 
and maintaining neighbourly relations strengthens communities 
and increases a person s lifespan” (Ahmad). 
He said #: “Charity given to the poor is one act of charity and 
charity given to relatives is two - an act of charity and the charity of 
maintaining family ties" (Ahmad). 


RELATIONS WITH NEIGHBOURS 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Indeed, the forty houses surrounding 
your residence are all neighbours" (al-Tabarani). 

He also said &: “Jibril (Gabriel) X& counselled me regarding 
the importance of the rights of neighbours to such an extent that 
I thought they would inherit from me” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


Manifestations of virtuous social conduct 
THE FOUR LEVELS OF SOCIAL RELATIONS 


The First Level: This is the highest level in which the Muslim is a 
source of essential nourishment to his fellow Muslims, such as the 
practicing scholar who calls the people to Allah. 

The Second Level: In this level, a person is like medicine that 
benefits in times of need, such as the noble person who performs 
Virtuous deeds by seeing to the needy and calamity-stricken. 

The Third Level: Here, a person is similar to inanimate objects 
oranimals that do not harm nor bring forth any benefit — such as a 
person who has withdrawn from society. L^ 
The Fourth Level: These individuals are like snakes, scorpions be 


RELATIONS WITH FRIENDS 


Those who love each other for the sake of Allah are of the seven 
groups that will be shaded by Allah under His shade on the day in 
which there is no shade except for His 3. More importantly, it is 
essential that a Muslim does not associate with iniquitous people. 
The Prophet & said: "Associate only with Believers and allow only 
the pious to eat of your food” (al-Tirmidhi). 

The rights of a companion may be summarized as follows: That 


x 
; m - ers "s 
you love for him of goodness which you love for yourself, and that E cu ae E pas harm ON Muslims. This is the s 
you hate for him of evil that you hate for yourself and that you of the wretched, and we seek refuge in Allah from this. ^d 






hasten to his aid and assistance except in acts of disobedience. The 
Prophet & said: “Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or the 
oppressed.” It was said: “How do we help him if he is an oppressor?” 
He said & "Prevent him from committing acts of oppression, for 
that is his assistance” (al-Bukhari). 


THE THREE SIGNS OF HAPPINESS 


1, The First Sign: Enduring the harmful conduct of other Muslims, 
especially family members and relatives, and not complaining about 
them to anyone. 


RELATIONS WITH THE MUSLIMS 2, TheSecond Sign: Refraining from ill-treating other Muslims by 


A person should be like a son to the elderly, a father to the young and EE Odin loe 


a caring brother to those equal in age. Refrain from abusing Muslims, 
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3. The Third Sign: To treat with moral excellence those who behave 
both badly and virtuously. 


These three signs constitute the character of the Prophets, and 
any person who shares in their virtue has claimed something of 
tremendous value. 
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And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] 
by that [deed] which is better; and thereupon the one whom 
between you and him is enmity [will become] as though he 
was a devoted friend. But none is granted it except those 
who are patient, and none is granted it except one having a 
great portion [of good] 
(Fussilat 41: 34-35). 
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And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a garden as 
wide as the heavens and earth, prepared for the righteous; 
Who spend [in the cause of Allah] during ease and hardship 
and who restrain anger and who pardon the people — and 

Allah loves the doers of good (Al-‘Imran 3: 133-134). 


San 





FROM THE CHARACTER OF THOSE WHO QUELL THEIR 
ANGER 


A person who is able to quell his anger has the ability to cover 
another Muslim's faults, overlook that person's faults and accept 
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his excuses. The Messenger of Allah & said: “Whoever conceals 
the private deficiencies of his fellow Muslim, Allah will conceal his 
private deficiencies on the Day of Judgement; and whoever exposes 
the private affairs of his fellow Muslim, Allah will expose his private 
affairs - disgracing him even in his own home” (Ibn Majah). 

Furthermore, a Believer searches for excuses to overlook the faults 
of others while a hypocrite pursues the shortcomings of others, as 
though he were a fly in pursuit of filth. 


THE BENEFIT FOR THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE EXCUSE OF A 
BELIEVER, WHETHER TRUE OR FALSE 


Itis reported that the Messenger of Allah Æ said: “Indeed, when a 
person accepts another’s excuse, Allah erases two thousand of his 
major sins.”!° 

Some of the scholars have said: “If only people would wrong 
me then make excuses for their wrongdoing so that I would accept 
them! For with every excuse, two thousand of my major sins would 
beerased. And if my sins amounted to less than that, sins would be 
erased from my parents and family and we would be increased in 
what raises one’s rank with Allah.” 

Some scholars have said: 


If one day a friend comes to you seeking pardon — overlook his 
many vices 
For indeed, al-Shafi*i narrates a hadith with a sound chain 
from Mughira 


That the Chosen One said: “Allah erases with (the pardoning of) 
one excuse, two thousand major sins” 
Another has said: 


Accept the excuses of the one who comes to you seeking pardon 
whether he be truthful in what he says, or a liar 


For the one who seeks your pleasure has indeed respected you 
and the one who disobeys you in private has at least openly 
obeyed you 





10 Mentioned in Asná al-Matalib by the Shaykh of Islam, Zakariyya al- 
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THE DANGER FOR HE WHO FAILS TO ACCEPT AN EXCUSE, 
EVEN IF IT IS FALSE 


The Prophet & said: "Whoever does not accept the excuse of his 
Muslim brother who seeks to be pardoned shares a sin similar to 
that of an unjust tax collector" (Ibn Majah). 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “Observe chastity regarding the 
womenfolk of others, and your womenfolk will observe chastity; be 
dutiful to your parents and your children will be dutiful towards 
you; accept the excuse of a brother when he comes seeking pardon, 
whether he be truthful or not, for if you fail to do so, you will not 
meet me at my Fountain” (al-Hakim). 


DETACHMENT FROM THE WORLD 


The Salvatory Virtues include detachment with one’s heart from 
the world, scrupulous avoidance of the unlawful and the doubtful 
and severing one’s over-extended hopes, as well as including other 
qualities such as the diligent observance of the communal prayer 
and remembering Allah in abundance. 

The Prophet & said: “Engage excessively in the remembrance of 
Allah such that people say you have gone mad” (Ahmad). 


FEARING ALLAH 


The unifying element in all the Salvatory Virtues can be expressed in 
one word: Taqwa (God-consciousness). Taqwa is to perform what 
is commanded and avoid what is prohibited, which in turn requires 
that a person adorns himself with the Salvatory Virtues and divests 
himself of the Destructive Vices. The person who has achieved this 
is termed al-Muttagi (the God-conscious) and he is successful in 
all that is good in this worldly life and in the Hereafter. Allah says: 


oe o Jae 
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And whoever fears Allah - He will make for him a way out 
and will provide for him from where he does not expect. 
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And whoever relies upon Allah — then He is sufficient for 
him. Indeed, Allah will accomplish His purpose. Allah has 
surely appointed a measure for everything 
(al-Talàq 65: 2-3). 


The Prophet & said regarding this verse: “O Abū Dharr, if all 
people understood and acted on this, it would suffice them" (al- 
Hakim). 


TAQWA IS LIKE AN INSURANCE ENTERPRISE 


Taqwa should be rightfully called an “insurance enterprise" because 
its proprietor has safeguarded himself in his worldly life and protected 
himself from the tribulations of the next. In fact, Allah mentions 
fagwa in more than seventy places in His book, the Qur'an. Al-Imam 
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali, who passed away in 505 
Hijrah (1111 ce), may Allah have mercy on him, comprehensively 
explained and elucidated the concept of taqwa in his book known 
asthe “Wonder of the Time”, the Revival of the Religious Sciences 
(Ihy@ “Ulam al-Din). 

Furthermore, the eminent scholar, al-Imam al-Nawawi, said: “It is 
asthough the Revival of the Religious Sciences was a type of Qur'an." 
Others have said: “If Allah raised the dead, they would admonish the 
living about nothing except what is in the Revival.” 

May Allah bestow on us the most complete taqwaá and endow us 
with what He has endowed on the righteous, Amin. 

The following poetry verses on taqwd were written by al-Imam 
a-Haddad, may Allah have mercy on him: 


Fear Allah, secretly and publicly 
and cleanse your heart of filth and stain 


Oppose the whims of your lower-self that has no goal 
other than amassing for this abode, filled with calamity 


Take those of righteousness and knowledge as companions 
Secure guidance by avoiding those who have fallen into 
misguidance 

Ifyou are pleased with your allotted decree, you shall live 


contended 


and if you are unsatisfied with your fate, you shall live in 
sorrow 
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Pray with a present and not inattentive heart 
and do not neglect the remembrance of the grave and the buria] 
shroud 


This life is not an abode of permanence 
it is only a path to the true home 


That home is Paradise for the one of taqwà 
and a Fire for one without taqwa - so listen well! 


Oh Lord! Treat us with Your gentleness and suffice us PART THREE 
with Your generosity and protect us from deviation and trials 
Faciliate our affairs, direct us, rectify us all and guide us Th e Destru ctive Vi ces 


to the Sunnah of the best of creation and the Master of all 
goodness 


May the blessings of Allah be upon him, and His peace SONNCD 
the most perfect blessings and peace, perpetually 
Weseek refuge in Allah from them all! The religion of Islam consists 
oftwo parts - performing acts of obedience and abandoning acts 
ofdisobedience. The more important of the two is abandoning acts 
of disobedience, which only the truthful are capable of achieving. 
Similarly, good character also consists of two parts - adorning 
one’s self with good qualities and abandoning the qualities of vice. The 
more important of the two is abandoning the harmful characteristics 
ofvice, particularly the major sins. 

The greatest of the major sins is associating partners with Allah, 
and we seek refuge in Allah from that and from all afflictions in this 
world and the Hereafter. 

Allah £ says: 


Spt 1i e t d as d d) 
(15.488 
Surely Allah does not forgive that anything should be 


associated with Him, yet He forgives what is besides that for 
whoever He pleases (al-Nisa’ 4: 48). 
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( Jua oe Gee) Lag ^ 


Surely whoever associates [others] with Allah, then Allah 
has forbidden him the garden, and his abode is the Fire; and 
there shall be no helpers for the unjust (al-M@ idah 5: 72). 


MYWII ee Veo r hes A "i A 
(22 08 à o e e) 

And whoever associates [others] with Allah, it is as though 

he has fallen from high, then the birds snatch him away or 


the wind carries him off to a far-distant place 
(al-Hajj 22: 31). 


THE TRUTH ABOUT ASSOCIATING OTHERS WITH ALLAH 


Shirk is the belief that Allah has an associate or partner — Exalted is 
He above sucha claim. Prostration, the act of placing one’s forehead 
on the ground in worship, becomes an act of associating partners 
with Allah if it is performed to a created being with the belief that 
the object or person being prostrated to can independently harm or 
benefit. If, however, a prostration is performed without this belief, it 
is considered to be an act of disobedience only. The prostration of 
the angels to the Prophet Adam 3& was a command from Allah and 
was not associated with any incorrect belief. Likewise, the prostration 
of the Prophet Jacob # and his sons to the Prophet Joseph was 
permissible within the boundaries of the Sacred law that prevailed 
in their time and was also not associated with any incorrect belief. 
As for prostration associated with this false belief, it has never 
been permitted in any code of Divinely revealed law. Indeed, Allah 
does not command wrongdoing and is not content with disbelief for 
His servants, The angels are likewise bound by this Divine principle. 
Similar to prostration is the act of bowing. However, many of the 
ignorant wrongfully reject the act of kissing the hand or foot of one’s 
father or Shaykh, by saying that it is an act of prostration. This is 
blatantly incorrect for he only reaches out to take the hand or foot. 
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yad the respected individual been on an elevated place, he would 
pvekissed the hand or foot without bowing. How many needs does 
nanhave that cannot be attained without bowing? As for prostration, 
itisbending towards the ground with the intention of worship. 

Moreover, the act of kissing the hand or foot is widespread 
throughout the Islamic world and is recorded from the time of the 
Messenger of Allah &. If it is performed for a religious reason it 
becomes an act of the Sunnah, as is mentioned by al-Bukhari in 
Al-Adab al-Mufrad with a chain of transmission from al- Wazza* 
ibn ‘Amir who said: “We arrived and it was said to us: “That is the 
Messenger of Allah’, so we took his hand and foot and kissed them 
both.” On the same topic, Suhayb said: “I saw ‘Ali (ibn Abi Talib) 
kiss the hand and foot of al-Abbas."'! 

The delegation of “Abd al-Qays also narrated that: “We 
immediately dismounted from our riding animals, and kissed the 
hand and foot of the Prophet &" (Aba Dawud). 

Al-Tirmidhi and Aba Dawud both narrate: “Two Jews kissed the 
Prophet's hand and foot and he did not forbid them from doing so.” 
There is ample evidence on the topic of kissing that demonstrates 
tither its permissibility or adherence to the Sunnah — and its 
performance has continued unabated throughout the Islamic world, 
generation after generation. 


SOME ISSUES PERTAINING TO DISBELIEF!” 


Acts of disbelief include wearing the formal dress of the people of 
thechurch and accompanying them to their places of worship; 
throwing anything of the Qur'àn or sacred Islamic Sciences into 
ritually impure filth; mocking the religion by smearing or sullying 


l| Narrated by Abū Dawid in his Sunan from Zari‘. 

12 (TIN) There is unequivocal scholarly consensus that determining the state 
ofbelief or disbelief of any Muslim and any legal rulings that arise from that is 
strictly a matter for a state-appointed judge and is never an act that any individual 
is permitted to engage in. Hence, taking punitive action based on distorted and 
ignorant mis-readings of Qur’anic or other religious texts against individuals for 
the assumed state of their belief is a gross violation of Islamic law and the noble 
principles of mercy and love that its very existence serves to protect. 

13 (TN) According to the some scholars, this statement means to be pleased 
in one’s heart with the rituals and customs of the people of other religions to the 
atent that one is completely uninhibited about imitating them in the performance 
oftheir religions activities. 
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a mosque with ritually impure filth; doubting a verse of the Qur'àn; 
making the lawful unlawful and the unlawful lawful; praying without 
ablution; being pleased with disbelief; claiming that Jews are better 
than Muslims; and generally cursing or disparaging the religion, 
the Qur'an, the Prophet Muhammad & or any of the Prophets, may 
Allah’s peace be upon them. 

Another act of disbelief is to call a Muslim, “O disbeliever!” or, 
“O polytheist!” without evidence that the person has engaged in any 
act of disbelief or without any extenuating evidence that it was not 
meant literally. We seek refuge with Allah from all such acts and all 
acts of evil, for our loved ones and for all Muslims. 


SOME LEGAL RULINGS ON A PERSON COMMITTING ACTS 
OF DISBELIEF!4 


Ifa person commits an act of disbelief, he is considered an apostate 
and whilst in such a state, does not inherit nor is he inherited from. 
At the moment of his apostasy, he is automatically divorced from 
his wife, but ifhe returns to Islam during the waiting period for the 
divorce to come into effect, she may return to him. However, he must 
not engage in intimate relations with her before his repentance; ifhe 
does so they are both considered adulterers and their children are 
deemed illegitimate. These are some of the legal rulings pertaining 
to this issue. 

Apostasy annuls one's deeds, and according to Imam al-Shafi'i 
and those who agree with him, if the apostate returns to Islam he 
does not repeat any deeds he performed either before or during the 
period of his apostasy nor does he obtain any reward for what he 
performed. However, according to Imam Abū Hanifa, he can repeat 
all that he performed of worship before his apostasy because his 
apostasy renders all his previous deeds null and void. 

Furthermore, although acts of disbelief may emanate from anyone, 
it is inconceivable that the act of worshipping other than Allah 
might emanate from praying Believers in the Arabian Peninsula. 
The Messenger of Allah & said: “The Shaytan has despaired of the 
people of the Arabian Peninsula worshipping him, so he sows discord 

and dissension amongst them” (Muslim). 


14 (T/N) Please refer to above footnote regarding the role of a state-appointed 
judge in determining matters of belief and related legal rulings. 
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The Messenger of Allah & said while standing on the pulpit: “I 
ynsurely the foremost from amongst you and I am a witness over 
you. Surely your meeting place is the Quenching Pool, which I am 
sow gazing at from where I stand. I do not fear polytheism for you; 
niher I fear for you this worldly life and your competing against 
ach other for it.” The narrator of the hadith added: “That was the 
isttime I glimpsed at the Messenger of Allah.” That is, he passed 
way shortly after that, may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 
lim (al-Bukhari). 

Itmight be that a person, swept up in the storms of religiously 
blameworthy innovation, uses the above hadith to free himself from 
vhathe sees of the difficulty of its definitive proof and to promote his 
innovation, by listening to his own evil whisperings and inclinations. 
his is nothing except the following of caprice. O Allah, make our 
desires in harmony with that which Your Messenger & came with. 

Soitis said to him: “Reflect!” For the truthful, the one affirmed in 
uth said that he did not fear polytheism for us. He said this from 
aposition of knowledge and not conjecture because Allah enabled 
limtosee what was to exist. He & informed his companions about 
these realities from the beginning of creation until the time when 
thepeople of the Garden will enter the Garden and the people of the 
Firewill enter the Fire (al-Bukhar1). 

Furthermore, his nation and its deeds were shown to him, from 
thespit marks on the walls of the mosques to the dirt that was cleared 
fom the streets. Everything was shown to him of the good and evil 
lat his nation would perform, and thereafter he said that he did 
notfear polytheism for us and that the Devil has despaired of being 
worshipped (as narrated by Muslim). So is it reasonable for us to 
interpret religiously valid acts as acts of polytheism, given that the 
Prophets & speech emanated from manifest knowledge in which 
teexplicitly stated that he did not fear polytheism for us — and that 
thiswas said after being shown all the actions of his nation? He also 

vidé: "The most terrifying of that which I fear for my nation is 
folowing one’s ideological desires and having over-extended hopes'* 
(Ibn ‘Adiyy). 

He also said &: “The rewardable deeds of my nation have been 

shown to me, including that of a man who cleaned dirt from a 


15 (TIN) Overextended hopes means hopes that do not take into account th 
Alden onset of death. d 
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mosque. Likewise, the sins of my nation have been exposed to me; 
did not see a sin more grave than a chapter or verse from the Quran 
learnt by a man who then forgot it” (Abū Dàwüd). 

The Messenger of Allah & also said: “All the good and bad deeds 
of my nation have been exposed to me. I saw that removing dirt and 
obstacles from the road was from the best of the good deeds and that 
spit in the mosque that had not been covered over was from the worst 
of the bad deeds” (Muslim). 

As for what has been reported of people at the end of time 
returning to the worshipping of idols, this will only occur after 
the Qur'àn has been raised up and the prayer abandoned. We only 
renounce that which the legislator has renounced of polytheism 
and the worshipping of other than Allah by Muslims who pray, 
particularly those who inhabit the Arabian Peninsula. 

Moreover, the Destructive Vices include the seven mortal sins, 
the foremost of them being polytheism, as the Messenger of Allah & 
said: “Avoid the seven mortal sins: polytheism, magic, killing a life 
which Allah made sacred without any legal justification, consuming 
usury, consuming the wealth of orphans, fleeing from the ranks of 
the army when fighting non-believers (according to the conditions 
outlined in the relevant sources) and accusing or slandering chaste, 

believing, innocent women” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


OSTENTATION IN THE PERFORMANCE OF RELIGIOUS 
DUTIES 


Of the greatest of the Destructive Vices is ostentation, or “minor 
polytheism”, which is the performance of religious actions for 
other than Allah. The Prophet & said: “Whoever adorns himself by 
performing works of the Hereafter yet does not really desire it or 
seek it is cursed in the heavens and the earth” (al-Tabarani). 

Ostentation is a debilitating illness which every Muslim is obliged 
to guard himself from, as the Messenger of Allah & said: “Minor 
polytheism in my nation is more hidden than the crawling of an ant 
on a rock" (al-Tirmidhi). 

The Messenger & said: “I fear for my nation polytheism and 
subtle desires." It was asked: “O Messenger of Allah, will your nation 
associate partners (with Allah) after you?" He said &: “Yes, although 
they will not worship the sun or moon nor rocks or idols, but they 
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sillshowoffto people in the performance of their religious acts and 
jesibject to subtle desires" (al-Hakim). “Subtle desires" means that 

n wakes up fasting, becomes exposed to one of his passions 
qii then abandons his fast. 

The Prophet & said: "Three types of people will be destroyed 
athe Reckoning: The generous, the courageous and the scholar” 
(l-Hakim). These are the three who ostentatiously performed their 
deeds, showing off to people in their generosity, fighting prowess 
and scholarship and they will be the first for whom the Fire blazes, as 
arated in the hadith of Abi Hurayrah and others. We seek refuge 
inAllah for ourselves, our loved ones and for all Muslims, from His 
agr and punishment and from the evil of His servants. 

Because of this, it is better that a person hides his good deeds. 
The knowledgeable say: “The sincere is he who conceals his good 
deeds just as he conceals his bad deeds." The Prophet & said: “Verily, 
the excellence of secret deeds is seventy times greater than deeds 
performed publicly” (al-Bayhaqi). 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “Indeed, the person who shows 
off will be addressed on the Day of Judgment: ‘O you shameless, 
deceitful showoff! Your deeds went astray and your reward is null 
adyoid. Go and claim your reward from those for whom you acted” 
(bn Abi al-Dunya). 

The Messenger of Allah & was asked: “Which man truly fights 
inthe path of Allah - the one who fights for the sake of courage, the 
one who fights zealously defending (a cause other than Islam) or the 
one who fights ostentatiously?” He said &: “The one who fights so 
thatthe Word of Allah reigns supreme is he who truly fights in the 
path of Allah” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

Healso said &: "The fragrance of the Garden is diffused for a 
distance of five hundred years of travel, but it will not be detected 
byhe who sought this worldly life though the performance of the 
deeds of the Hereafter” (al-Daylami). 


ACTIONS PERFORMED PUBLICLY 


Publicly performed actions are seventy times better than privately 
performed deeds if they are devoid of ostentation and are conducted 
with the intention of being a model or precedent for others to emulate. 
lnahadith mentioned in the Revival of the Religious Sciences, 
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Prophet & said: “Whoever establishes a good practice and acts upon 


it is rewarded for performing it together with the reward of those 
who act upon it” (Muslim). 


A REMEDY FOR OSTENTATION 


It is recommended that a person supplicate three times daily with 
a proven remedy such as the following: “O Allah! We indeed seek 
refuge in You from knowingly associating anything with You and 
we seek Your forgiveness for what we unknowingly associate with 
You.” With this supplication, Allah removes from you any minor 


and major polytheism, as narrated in the hadith by al-Tirmidhi, 
al-Tabarani et al. 


ANGER FOR OTHER THAN ALLAH 


Anger for the sake of other than Allah turns a person into a toy for 
the Shaytàn, just as a ball is a toy for a child. Furthermore, it might 
be that while a person is in a state of anger he unwittingly utters 
words of disbelief. The cure for anger is to remain silent, to sit down 
(ifone is standing when angry) and to take ablutions, as reported in 
the well-known hadith. 

The Prophet & said: "Surely, anger is from the Shaytan, the 
Shaytün is made from fire and surely fire is extinguished by water; 


so if anyone of you becomes angry, then take wuda’ (ablution)" 
(Muslim), 


RANCOUR 


Rancour, which is to harbour bitter resentment, hatred or malice, 
prevents the rancorous person from obtaining forgiveness. The 
Messenger of Allah & said: “Deeds are presented before Allah on 
Monday and Thursday, He forgives acts of sin, except the deeds of 
rancorous parties or those who cut family ties” (al-Tabarani). 


ENVY 


Envy is to feel disturbed by the blessings bestowed on another Muslim 


and to wish that those blessings be removed from him. The Prophet & 
said: “Envy spoils faith like aloe spoils honey” (al-Daylami). 
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jRROGANCE 


jmgince is stubbornly rejecting truth and having a low opinion 
others. The Prophet & said: “Whoever has as much as a mustard 
ged of arrogance in his heart will be thrown by Allah on his face 
igo the Fire” (Ahmad). 

He also said &: “The arrogant will be gathered on the Day 
«f Judgment as tiny particles in the form of men. They will be 
sounded by humiliation from every side and led to a prison in 
fell called Bilas. Above them will be yokes of fire and they will be 
given to drink of tinat al-khibal, a liquid juiced out of the bodies of 
heinhabitants of the Fire" (Ahmad). 

The essence of arrogance is seeing oneself as better than another 
Muslim. When Iblis (the Devil) said referring to the Prophet Adam 
slam better than him", he was cursed and banished. 

Inredity, this is what the arrogant person expresses, even though 
tisonly expressed by the inward state without words or deeds. This 
isparticularly true of those who lack knowledge and are tested by 
various political authority or wealth or those who possess partisan 
knowledge as they think favourably of others who think as they do 
andlook down upon the general population — and how many of the 
general population are righteous and scholars? The arrogant may 
pethaps even believe that it is the others who are destroyed and that 
tteGarden, the width of which spans the heavens and the earth, has 
been prepared exclusively for them and their cronies. 

The Prophet & said: “If you ever hear a man saying: "The people 
ate destroyed’, know that he is the most ruined of all” (Muslim). 

Healso said &: “It is sufficient in evil for a person to look down 
onhis Muslim brother" (Muslim). 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “Surely my nation will never 
confer on misguidance, so if you witness great difference, then follow 
the majority” (Ibn Majah). 

Furthermore, although the Muslim nation is dispersed into 
seventy-three groups, each group falls under the auspices of 
monotheism. Any person from amongst them who is sentenced to 
punishment in the Fire will be removed from it by intercession. The 
Prophet said: “My nation will be separated into seventy-three groups, 

ilofwhich will be touched by the Fire except one, which is the one 
that myself and my companions are on today” (al-Hakim et al). 
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Al-Imam Ibn Taymiyyah said in The Book of Faith: “Whoever 
says that the seventy-two groups are all disbelievers has strayed off 
the path and opposed the Qur'àn, the Sunnah, and the consensus of 
the companions, the Four Imams and other scholars, for not one of 
them declared any one of the groups as disbelievers.” 

In the book Kanz al-Ummal (volume 3, page 803, hadith 8812) 
"Abd al-Malik ibn Abi Sulayman said: “I asked Abū Ja‘far (perhaps 
he meant al-Imam al-Baqir Muhammad ibn “Ali Zayn al-‘Abidin 
ibn al-Husayn, the latter being the grandson of the Prophet &), ‘Is 
there any disbelief in this Ummah?” He said: “I do not know of 
disbelief, nor of any polytheism.” I said: “What, then, is there?” He 
said: “Rebellion”. 

Imam al-Ghazali, may Allah have mercy on him, mentions in 
some of his letters that there is a narration stating that all the groups 
will be in the Garden except one - that is, their final abode will 
be Paradise, because they died as monotheists. This narration was 
authenticated by al-Imam al-Shawkani. 

Al-Sayyid Abi Bakr ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Shihab al-Din al- 
‘Alawi, who died in 1341 Hijrah (1923 ce), says in his poetry: 


The hadith that the Christians and Jews 
and my (Muhammad's) nation would split into groups was 
narrated by al-Tabarani 


But the addition that they are all in the Fire save one, 
is not free from issue 

Rather they will all be in the Garden as they were promised 
from the beneficence and grace of the Entirely Merciful 


If you would like to authenticate what I have stated 
examine the legal edicts of the master scholar al-Shawkani 


For he has indeed satiated the thirst of those who seek the truth 
with evidence and the clearest of argument 


In the book Kashf al-Khafa’ from the hadith of al-‘Ugayli from 
Anas & is the narration mentioned by al-Imam al-Ghazali, or 
something similar, where the Messenger of Allah # said: “My nation 
will be split into more than seventy groups, all of which will be in 
the Garden except one.” They said: “Who are they, O Messenger of 
Allāh?" He said: "They are the Zanadiqah (Atheists)" (al-Daraqutni) 
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[et the person who is solicitous about his faith be cautious not to 
urill-thoughts about Muslims in general, nor to think superior 
poughts about himself - whether in belief or conduct — for he who 
aims to be the best of people is actually the worst of them. The 
pases ofa particular man were sung to the Prophet &, after which 
heman arrived and came forward to greet him. The people said: 
‘O Messenger of Allah! This is the man we mentioned to you!” He 
gid &: "Indeed, I see in his face a trace of the Shaytan.” He proceeded 
jogreet the man who stood before him and he asked &: “By Allah I 
akyou, have you ever told yourself that of your people there is none 
ktterthan you?” The man replied: “By Allah, yes, I have!” (Ahmad). 


AVARICE 


Avarice encompasses not only stinginess, but also the following of 
yhim and vanity to the extent that a person is amazed by himself, his 
knowledge or his actions and ascribes them, delusionally, to himself. 
The Messenger of Allah & said: “There are three principal qualities 
fom the Destructive Vices, three from the Salvatory Virtues, three 
esential expiations and three acts that increase spiritual degrees. 
Asfor the three qualities from the Destructive Vices: Avarice that 
is obeyed; following one’s carnal or ideological desires; and being 
amazed by oneself. 
The three qualities from the Salvatory Virtues: Justice in a state 
ofanger; contentment and moderation in both poverty and wealth; 
and fearing Allah in private and public. 
The three essential expiations: Praying and then waiting for 
thenext prayer; performing perfectly the ritual ablutions in cold 
conditions; and walking to the communal prayer. 
The three acts that increase spiritual degrees: Feeding people; 
geting with the salutation of peace; and praying at night when the 
people sleep” (al-Tabarani). ^ 


DELUSION 










Delusion is when a person thinks highly of himself while failing to 

oversee and take himself to account. The Prophet & said: “The astute 

person is he who takes himself to account and works for what is to 
come after death, whilst the dim-witted is he who follows the whims 
ifhis lower self and hopes that Allah will fulfill his wishful fancies” 
(a-Tirmidhi et al). 
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Some of the righteous predecessors said: “Indeed, the fanciful 
desire for forgiveness diverts people to the extent that they depart 
the temporal world bankrupt of good deeds.” 

Delusions are many and numerous and the only salvation is to 
impute the lower self with evil and hold it to strict account when 
it willingly complies with showing off, self-admiration and lack of 
sincerity. A person must prevent his lower self from succumbing to 
its desires and commit it to fearing Allah’s Divine strategy and His 
luring the wicked unwittingly into gradual destruction. Furthermore, 
a person must not rely on his deeds, whatever they may be, and he 
must divest himself of believing that he has any strength or power. 


grPoCRISY 


gytisy is a dangerous and disastrous malady which consists of 
wo types. 


j, Hypocrisy in matters of belief: When a person harbours doubts 
g matters of the Hereafter and does not believe in what was conveyed 
jythe Messenger &. Despite this, the person still prays, gives charity 
adperforms the righteous deeds of the Muslims; however, he does 
potfully believe in the promise and punishment of Allah. He is thus 


inthe lowest level of the Fire due to his lack of faith. 
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But as for he who feared the position of his Lord and 
prevented the soul from [unlawful] inclination; the Garden Indeed, the hypocrites [think to] deceive Allāh, but He 
willbe his home (al- Nazi'àt 79: 40-41). is deceiving them. And when they stand for prayer, they 
stand lazily, showing [themselves to] the people and not 


He must perform righteous deeds to the best of his ability, avoid Fohembering Allah except a little (al-Nisd^ 4: 142). 


acts of disobedience and repent constantly. The Prophet # said about 
this, as narrated by al-Bukhari: “Rectify your affairs, seek nearness 
to Allah, rejoice and know that the deeds of none of you will cause 
you to enter the Garden.” They said: “Not even you, O Messenger 
of Allah?” He said: “Not even me, unless Allah envelops me in His 
mercy and bounty.” 

The best of the companions, who were confirmed as being people 
ofthe Garden, would wish that they had never been created, and some 
wished that they were a tree or a lamb that was pastured, slaughtered 
and eaten, They were never deluded by what was granted to them 
of success nor by what they achieved. Such should be the state of 
the Believer, who joins between spiritual excellence and fear in the 
performance of his good works, whereas the hypocrite joins between 


disobedience and idle hope. And none feel safe from the Divine 
scheme except those who are ruined. 


1 Hypocrisy in deeds: These are acts clothed with the attributes 

ofhypocrisy. If Allah hastens one to repent, that is from His grace. 

faperson does not repent, it is feared that he will be lured by his 

deeds into hypocrisy in matters of belief. Regarding this, “Ali, may 

Alühennoble his countenance, said: “Faith appears in the heart as 
avhite radiance which spreads until the entire heart becomes white 
adhypocrisy appears in the heart as a black stain which spreads 
until the entire heart becomes blackened.” 


Maymün ibn Mahran related: “If a servant sins, a black spot stains 
lisheart; however, if he refrains from the sin and repents, his heart 
isdeansed and polished. If he subsequently returns to the sin, the 


sain increases until it overwhelms the heart and covers it. This is 
called Ran,” 
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Allah Most Exalted says: 
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No! But on their hearts is the Ran [covering of sins and evil 
deeds] which they used to earn (al-Mutaffifin 83: 14). 


Ifthe heart is blackened, it becomes blind and hardened; distant 
from the mercy of Allah and restricted from accepting truth and 
remembering Allah, In contrast, the heart of a believer does not 
experience tranquility except through the remembrance of Allah - 
because Allah expanded his heart to Islam. 
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So is one whose breast Allah has expanded to [accept] Islam 
and he is upon a light from his Lord [like one whose heart 
rejects it]? Then woe to those whose hearts are hardened 
against the remembrance of Allah. Those are in manifest error 

(al-Zumar 39: 22). 


The Prophet & was asked about this expansion of the heart and 
he said: "If Divine light enters the heart, it opens and expands." They 
asked: “What is a sign of that?” He & replied: “Seeking to return to 
the Eternal Abode, having an aversion for the Abode of Deception 
and preparing for death before it arrives” (al-Hakim, al-Tirmidhi, 
Ibn Abi Shaybah and Abū Nu‘aym). This is the heart of insight and 
inner vision, that is not at rest except when remembering Allah, the 
most Glorious. 
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Those who believe and whose hearts find rest in the 


remembrance of Allah, Verily in the remembrance of Allah 
do hearts find rest! (al-Ra‘d 13: 28). 
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Asa result, the lower self (ego) becomes restful and tranquil, 
yhichis a state only achieved through obedience to Allah. It is then 
atitledto hear the words of the Almighty during the agonies of death: 
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To the righteous it will be said: “O reassured soul, Return 
to your Lord, well-pleased and pleasing [to Him], and enter 
among My [righteous] servants and enter My Paradise!” 


(al-Fajr 89: 27-30). 


As for the heart which is blind, it is unable to perceive what 
benefits or harms it in the life of the Hereafter, as indicated to in 
the speech of Allah: 
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For indeed, it is not eyes that are blinded, but blinded are 
the hearts within the chests (al-Hajj 22: 46). 
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And whoever is blind in this [life] will be blind in the 
Hereafter and more astray from the Path (al-Isra? 17: 72). 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “There is no servant except that 
hehas four ‘eyes’ - two in his head with which he observes the affairs 
fhis worldly life and two in his heart with which he sees the affairs 
ofhis religion” (al-Daylami). 

Hypocrisy is one of the most difficult and inveterate illnesses. 
There is no believer, until the arrival of the Day of Judgement, who 
isnot terrified of falling into hypocrisy and there is no hypocrite w] 
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does not feel saved from it. Umar, 2, confronted Hudhayfah j$,, the 
companion who was the trusted keeper of the Prophet's secrets and 
who was entrusted to keep the names of all the hypocrites, and asked 
him if he showed anything of the signs of the hypocrites. ‘Umar did 
not rely on having been honoured with the glad tidings of the Garden, 
nor on any other deeds, because he knew that no one believes he is 
safe from the Divine strategy except those of manifest ruin. 

There are many signs of hypocrisy, of which five are the most 
important: 

The first and second signs: Feeling burdened by praying the late 
evening and dawn prayers in congregation. The Messenger of Allah 
& said: “Surely, the heaviest prayers on the hypocrite are the late 
evening prayer in congregation and the dawn prayer in congregation. 
Ifonly they knew the good in them, they would come to them - even 
if crawling” (al-Bukhàri). 

The third, fourth and fifth signs are expressed in his words &: 
“There are three things which, if found in a person, indicate that 
he is a hypocrite, even if he prays and fasts, performs the Hajj and 
‘Umrah and declares that he is a Muslim: When he speaks he lies, 
when he promises he breaks his promise and when he is entrusted, 
he betrays his trust." 


THE REMEDY FOR HYPOCRISY 


The Prophet of Allah & said: “Whoever prays the communal prayer 
for forty days sincerely for the sake of Allah, with each of his prayers 
coinciding with the first takbir (the Imam’s opening “Allahu Akbar’), 
is written with two emancipations - emancipation from the Fire and 
emancipation from hypocrisy” (al-Tirmidhi). 
All illnesses of the heart are destructive (in nature), such as: 


a having alow opinion and expectation of Allah 2 
| a being negative and suspicious of Allah’s creation 
« fearing poverty 
«loving the life of this world - which is the source of all sin 


« harbouring over-extended hopes 


Bar io ha 
16. Narrated by al-Suyati in Al-Jami® [al-Saghir]. 
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s forgetting the Hereafter 
ı persisting in acts of disobedience, and other illnesses. 


Whoever has a trace of the above in his heart has a sick heart, 
ud none is saved from Divine punishment except he who comes to 
ilh with a sound, purified heart. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “There is assuredly a piece of flesh 
inthe body which, if it is healthy, the entire body is healthy; and if 
itiscorrupt, the entire body is corrupt. It is certainly the heart" (al- 
Bukhari and Muslim). 

Itis reported in a rigorously authentic narration in al-Tirmidhi 
fom Abi Hurayrah 2: “If a servant sins, his heart is soiled with a 
sain; however, if he restrains himself from repeating it and seeks 
forgiveness, his heart is cleansed and polished. If he returns to 
committing the sin, the stain increases until it dominates his heart. 
And this is the Ran.” Allah 2 says in the Qur'àn: 
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No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts 


(al-Mutaffifin 83: 14). 


CARELESSNESS IN PERFORMING THE PRAYER 


Grelessness in performing the prayer and delaying its performance 
untilafter its prescribed time are Qualities of the Destructive Vices. 
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So woe to those who pray; [But] who are heedless of 


their prayer those who want to be seen [at worship], and 
` withhold simple assistance! (al-Ma*ün 107: 4-7). 






The word “woe” (al-wayl) carries the meaning of extreme 
Punishment. Is also said to be the name of a valley in the Hellfire, 
le heat of which is so severe that it would melt the mountains of 
he earth were they to be placed in it. 
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The person who abandons the prayer is loathed by Allah and, if he 
dies in that state, dies outside the fold of Islam. If he denies the legal 
obligatory prayer, he is a disbeliever according to scholarly consensus. 

If he abandons the prayer out of laziness, he is a disbeliever 
according to some scholars, sinful according to others. However, if 
he passes away in this state, the funeral prayer is still conducted for 
him and he is buried with the Muslims. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “Whoever intentionally abandons 
the prayer has publicised his disbelief” (al-Tabarani). Moreover, he 
becomes an inhabitant of the valley of al-Ghayy in the lowest level 


of the Hellfire, a valley that the Fire itself seeks refuge from due to 
the severity of its heat. 


Allāh the Almighty says: 


deal el As nass 4» cie) 
soi go Ee oda Ss ona 


z5 


5515 Big les 16 dua jes 
| wall rie ye $65 allo o ol © ELE 
eX Nil oca YO ob 1425 38 
po dabo Css; i 3 435, 

(US 0€ y Colic 


But there came after them successors who neglected prayer 
and pursued desires; so they are going to meet the Ghayy. 
Except those who repent, believe and do righteousness; for 
those will enter Paradise and will not be wronged at all. 
[Therein are] gardens of perpetual residence which the Most 
Merciful has promised His servants in the unseen: indeed, His 
promise must [necessarily] come to pass. They will not hear 
therein any ill speech - only [greetings of] peace — and they 
will have their provision therein, morning and afternoon. 
That is Paradise, which We give as inheritance to those of 
Our servants who were fearing of Allah (Maryam 19: 59-63). 
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jACKBITING, BEING SUSPICIOUS OF OTHERS AND SPYING 


cording to the scholars, backbiting yields a third of the punishment 
the grave. It consists of mentioning something about a fellow 
yosim that he would dislike if he were present, even if what was 
aidistrue; and if you lied about him, your words constitute slander. 
fione who eats the flesh of the Muslims through backbiting in this 
yorldly life will eat the flesh of waste-filled entrails in the Hereafter. 

Backbiting is greater in sin than usury and adultery, as Allah says: 
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Oyou who believe, do not spy or backbite each other. 
Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when 
dead? You would detest it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is 
Accepting of repentance and Merciful (al-Hujurat 49: 12). 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “Usury has seventy offences, 
thelightest resembles the marriage of a man to his mother, and 
the greatest of which is disparaging the honour of a fellow Muslim 
backbiting)” (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 

He also said £: “Whoever eats the flesh of his Muslim brother 
inthis worldly life will have his flesh brought forward to him on 
the Day of Judgment and it will be said: “Eat it in death as you ate it 
dive! So he will eat it, screaming with horror" (Ibn Mardawayh). 

TheMessenger of Allah & delivered a sermon that was miraculously 
heard by the women some distance away in their houses, saying: “O 
youwho claim to believe, yet faith has not yet entered your hearts. 
Donot backbite other Muslims and do not seek out out their flaws 

and faults. For whoever seeks out the faults of his fellow Muslim, 

Allah will seek out his faults - and whoever’s private deficiencies are 
sought out by Allah will be disgraced by Him, even in the privacy of 
tisown home” (Aba Dawid). 
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The Prophet & said: “Be aware of idle speculation, for idle 
speculation is the most untrue discourse. Do not spy on one another; 
pry into each other's affairs; harbor envy for one another; compete 
with one another; hate one another; or shun one another - but be 
brethren and servants of Allah. Do not propose marriage over your 
fellow Muslim’s prior proposal but rather wait to see whether he 
will follow through the proposal with marriage or decide against it” 
(al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

Spying is seeking information surreptitiously, whilst prying is 
seeking information through physical acts such as eavesdropping 
or peeping. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “There are two qualities that 
remain superior to any other type of goodness: having the highest 
opinion of Allah and the highest opinion of His servants. And there 
are two qualities unmatched by any other type of wrongdoing: having 
alow opinion of Allah and a low opinion of His servants."'? 

He also said &: “Verily Allah has made the blood, wealth and 
having a low opinion of another Muslim unlawful" (al-Bayhaq). 


TALEBEARING 


Talebearing is sowing dissension - conveying speech and information 
with the intent of stirring discord — even if founded on truth. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “Allah curses the person who 
stirs latent dissension.” * 

He also said &: “The talebearer does not enter the Garden" (al- 
Bukhari). 

Talebearing shaves away a person’s religion, as the Messenger # 
said: “Shall I inform you of something higher in spiritual degrees 
than prayer, fasting and charity?” The people said: “Yes, O Messenger 
of Allah.” He said: “Reconcile and make peace between yourselves, 
for indeed the corruption of social relations eradicates faith like a 
blade” (Ibn Hibban). 

Talebearing accounts for one third of the punishment in the grave, 
and the talebearer is hypocritically ‘two-faced’. The Prophet said &: 
“Whoever is two-faced in this worldly life will have two faces in the 
Fire on the Day of Judgement.””” 

17 Mentioned in The Book of Religious Counsels by al-Imam al-H addad. 
18 Narrated by al-Suyüti in Al-Jami‘ [Al-Saghir]. 
19 Narrated by al-Bukhari in Al-Adab al-Mufrad. 
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AlLING TO CLEANSE ONESELF OF URINE 


the Messenger of Allah & said: “Most of the punishment of the grave 
isbecause of urine" (al-Hakim). The man who urinates standing and 
gstenshis trousers without ensuring that he is not stained with urine 
isatrisk of falling into this danger. 

Qutada said: “We were reminded that the punishment of the 
gave is made up of three: A third from backbiting, a third from 
ulebearing and a third from urine." 

The Messenger of Allah & passed by two graves and said: “They 
ae being punished, but not for major sins. One of them is being 
punished for spreading gossip and the other for not having cleansed 
himself of his urine" (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


EATING CARRION 


lating carrion is consuming the meat of a dead animal that was not 
saughtered according to the Shari‘ah law. It includes meat imported 
fom sources that are not Muslim and do not believe in the Qu’ran 
orProphethood, as well as meat slaughtered with a blunt knife or by 
dectrocution, in which case the meat is unlawful, even if slaughtered 
ba Muslim. 
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So let those beware who dissent from the Prophet's order, 
lest they are struck with a trial or a painful punishment 
(al-Nür 24: 63). 


FORNICATION 
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And do not approach unlawful sexual intercourse. Indeed, it 
is ever an immorality and is evil as a way (al-Isra’ 17: 32). 
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The Messenger of Allah & said: “Divine wrath is severe for the 

fornicator” (Abū al-Shaykh). 

He also said &: “After the sin of polytheism there is no evil greater 
than a man depositing his sperm in a womb that is not lawful for 
him" (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 

The Messenger & said: "The faith of the person who fornicates 
or drinks alcohol is stripped from him as a person removes a shirt 
from over his head” (al-Hakim). 

The Prophet & said: “Verily, the man and the married woman 
he fornicates with are both afflicted in their graves with half the 
punishment of this Nation." This narration is from the book Ál- 
Irshad by al-Malibari. He also said #: “The wrath of Allah is severe 
for a woman who brings to a people a child who is not from them, 
yet is privy to seeing what the law declares to be immoral and who 
shares in their wealth” (al-Bazzar). 

Fornicating with one’s neighbour is more severe than fornicating 
with ten other women. Moreover, the fornication of a Muslim man 
advanced in age is a greater sin than a youth fornicating. The Prophet 
# said: “What do you say about fornication?” The people said: “It is 
forbidden as Allah and His Messenger have made it unlawful and itis 

such until the Day of Judgement.” He said: “A man fornicating with 
ten women is better for him than fornicating with his neighbour's 
wife, and if a man steals from ten houses it is better for him than 
stealing from his neighbour s house” (Ahmad). 

The Messenger said #: “On the Day of Judgment there will be 
three people whom Allah will not look at nor purify, and they will 
receive a painful torment: An old fornicating man; a poor, arrogant 
man; and a man who makes Allah his merchandise, swearing by Him 
when buying and selling" (al-Tabarani). 

The effects of this evil act are many and extend to the womenfolk of 
the fornicator, as they too may fall prey to fornication. The Messenger 
of Allah & said: “Whoever fornicates is affected by fornication, to 
the extent of even his womenfolk” (Ibn al-Najjar). 

The following is a well-known literary saying: 


You who destroy the sanctity of men, and tread 
the path of censure - you are anything but honourable 


Though you are free from offspring, without doubt 
you degrade the honour of a Muslim 
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Indeed, fornication is a debt 
whose settlement will fall on your family — so beware! 


FALSE ACCUSATION OF FORNICATION 


Thisincludes accusing chaste women with statements such as: “You 
prostitute!” “You whore!” or similar statements. The person making 
theaccusation is cursed and incurs a punishment of eighty lashes. If 
heis not lashed in this worldly life, he will be lashed on the Day of 


Judgement with whips of fire. 
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And those who accuse chaste women, and do not produce 

four witnesses (to support their allegation], flog them with 

eighty stripes: and reject their evidence ever after: And those 

are the defiantly disobedient. Unless they repent thereafter 

and reform (their conduct]: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful (al-Nür 24: 4-5). 


CURSING 


The Prophet of Allah & said: “Cursing a Muslim is like killing him” 
(a-Bukhari and Muslim). It is not permissible to curse anyone 
specifically, except for a person who died a disbeliever, or according 
towhat has been sanctioned by the Law-Giver, such as cursing Iblis 
(the Devil). 

However, it is permissible to curse in a general sense by making 
statements such as: "May Allah’s curse be on the disbelievers and 
tyrants”. Ifa Muslim abstains from cursing Iblis, Allah does not ask 
lim; “Why didn't you curse him?”, but when a person curses or 
sanders a Muslim or even a herd animal, his curse returns to him, 
‘sthe Messenger of Allah Æ said: “Do not curse the wind, for indeed - ) 
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itis under the Divine command, so whoever curses something that 
is not deserving of it, his curse will be returned on him.”” 


SINGING 


This involves preoccupation with singing, frivolity and listening to 
the voices of strange, unrelated’! women singers together with the 
presence of temptation and disclosure of that which is immodest. 
The Messenger of Allah & said: “On the Day of Judgement molten 
lead will be poured into the ears of the person who listens to the 
singing of a chanteuse” (Ibn ‘Amir). 

The Prophet & also said: “Whoever eavesdrops on the talk of 
people who dislike him will have molten lead poured in his ears on 
the Day of Judgement" (al-Tabarani). 

This also involves undercover spy activity and surveillance, 
working as an informer to those in power to expose the faults and 
secrets of citizens that pose no harm to Muslims but rather only 

for partisan gain. Usually the type of person who engages in these 
activities was born illegitimately or has vestiges of illegitimacy in 
his blood. The Prophet & said: "He who goes amongst the people 
spreading calumnies is of illegitimate birth, or has traces of that in 
him” (al-Hakim), 


PICTURE MAKING 


Picture making refers to drawing animate beings by hand. The 
Messenger of Allah & said: “Every picture-maker is in the Fire. Every 
picture that he created will be given a soul, and it will punish him in 
the Hellfire” (Muslim), 

He also said &: "The people afflicted with the worst punishment 
onthe Day of Judgement will be those who strove to compete with 
Allah’s creation” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

He also said &: “On the Day of Judgement, Allah will punish the 
picture-maker with his images until he blows a soul into them"? 
(Ahmad). 


20 Mentioned in Al-Zawajir and authenticated. 
21 (T/N) In the Divine Law “strangers” are non-blood relations with whom 
marriage is permitted. 


22. (T/N) He cannot blow a soul into his pictures and is therefore punished 
eternally, 
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The Prophet & said: “The angels do not enter a house in which 
jecare pictures, people in a state of major ritual impurity or dogs" 
(sbi Dawüd). 


cONSUMING INTOXICANTS 
Alih says in the Holy Qur’an: 
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O you who believe — indeed, intoxicants, gambling, 
[sacrificing on] stone alters [to other than Allah], and 
divining arrows are but defilement from the work of 

Shaytan, so avoid it that you may be successful 
(al-Ma'idah 5: 90). 


The Prophet & said: “Verily, every intoxicating substance is an 
infoxicant and every intoxicant is unlawful” (Ahmad). 

Healso said &: “Every intoxicant is unlawful, and Allah has 
promised that He will make the person who consumes intoxicants 
rink from tinat al-khibal, the sweat of the inhabitants of the Hellfire” 
(Muslim), 

The Messenger # said: “Verily Allah has made it unlawful for you 
todrink and profit from intoxicants, as He has made it unlawful for 

jouto eat and profit from carrion and swine. Trim your moustaches 
adlengthen the beard, and do not walk in the markets without 
xing suitably attired in your waist wraps. Surely, whoever treads a 
pihother than ours is not of us” (al-Tabarani). 

He said &: "Indeed Allah curses intoxicants, as well as the one 
vho makes it; the one who drinks it and gives others to drink of it; 
leone who carries it and the one it is carried to; and the one who 
slsit, buys it or uses the profits made from it" (al-Hiakim). 


FAILING TO ASSIST OTHERS 


kiling to assist others includes denying the compulsory charity, 
'lingto furnish monetary loans for the needy, and not lending what 
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is needed such as tools and equipment for agriculture, cooking and 
so on. Allah the most Exalted says: 
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So woe to those who pray; [But] who are heedless of 
their prayer those who want to be seen [at worship], and 
withhold simple assistance! (al-Ma‘tin 107: 4-7). 


“Woe” (al-wayl) is for the person who is unmindful of his prayers, 
who shows off in religious works or who denies help to the needy. 
Al-wayl literally means extreme punishment; and it also refers to a 
valley in the Hellfire, the heat of which is so extreme that it would 
melt the mountains of the earth if they were to enter it. The items 
that people do not need and deny to others will be transformed 
into serpents, constricting their necks and punishing them for the 
duration of the Day of Judgement. Allah the Almighty says: 
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And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah 
has given them of His bounty ever think that it is better 
for them. Rather, it is worse for them. Their necks will be 
encircled by what they withheld on the Day of Resurrection. 
And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the 
earth. And Allah, with what you do, is [fully] Acquainted 
(Al Imran 3: 180). 
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jsins, the small and the large, are like seas that drown, fires that 
jum and poison that kills. Whoever intentionally approaches any 
ofthem cannot be considered intelligent.” 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “O Son of Adam. Obey your Lord 
ad youwill be considered wise, and do not disobey Him or you will 
econsidered ignorant” (Abu Nu‘aym). 

Itis narrated in a Hadith Qudsi: “O Son of Adam! Obey me, for if 
youobey me I will surely be pleased and if I am pleased I will bestow 
blessings on you and my blessings are endless. Do not disobey me 
forif you disobey me I will surely become angry and if I am angry I 
villcurse you and my curse will continue until it reaches the seventh 
generation of your progeny.” We seek refuge from Allah’s wrath and 
punishment and from the evil of His servants. 

AlImam Zayn al-‘Abidin ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn, may Allah have 
mercy on them, said: “Indeed, Allah conceals three within three. 
Heconceals His pleasure within acts of obedience to Him, so do not 
little anything of obedience for perhaps His pleasure lies therein. 
Heconceals His anger within acts of disobedience to Him, so do not 
belittle anything of disobedience for perhaps His anger lies therein. 
He conceals His intimate friendship within His creation, so do not 
belittle anyone of His servants for perhaps from amongst them is a 
friend of Allah.” 


APERUSAL OF THE MAJOR SINS 


The Messenger of Allah & said: "Shall I not inform you of the three 
greatest sins? Polytheism, disobeying parents and false witnessing 
and oaths. He repeated this statement continuously until we said, 
‘Would that he relent” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

When the Prophet & was asked about the major sins, he said: 
“Polytheism, despair in the mercy of Allah and believing that one 
issafe from Divine planning, and that is the gravest sin of them all” 
(a-Bazzar). 


THE DANGER OF DISOBEDIENCE 


Insummary, all the major sins are from the Destructive Vices. It is 
incumbent on every believer whose goal is to purify his religion and 
honour to avoid them all, as some of the scholars have said: “Indeed 


The Prophet & said: “There are three people on the Day of 
Judgement whom Allah will not address nor glance at nor purify 
and they will receive the most painful punishment", and he repeated 
this three times. Abū Dharr, % said: "Truly they are in ruin and 
lass, 0 Messenger of Allah, who are they?" He said &: “The person 
Wholowers his garment in ostentation, the person who reminds the 
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recipients of his charity, and the person who sells his goods with a 


false oath” (Muslim). 


Some scholars have listed seventy major sins, while others claim 
the total is closer to seven hundred. The most comprehensive book 
on the subject is Al-Zawajir by al-Imam Ibn Hajar al-Haythami 
al-Makki who passed away in 974 Hijrah (1567 ce) may Allah have 
mercy on him. He concluded in his book that the major sins came 
to four hundred and sixty-seven, and we seek refuge in Allah from 


them all. 


It is narrated that Shaykh Abū Talib al-Makki stated that the 
major sins are seventeen in number and he listed them as follows: 


+ Four major sins of the heart: 


¢ Polytheism 
e Persisting in acts of minor disobedience 


+ Despair in the mercy of Allah 

+ Believing that one is safe from Divine planning. 
* Four major sins of the tongue: 

+ False accusation of fornication 

+ False witnessing 


+ Magic 
+ Swearing a false oath whereby the truth is falsified and falsehood 


is validated. 
* Three major sins of the stomach: 
* Unlawfully consuming the wealth of orphans 
+ Consuming interest money 
+ Consuming intoxicants. 
* Two major sins of the sexual organs: 
* Fornication 
* Homosexuality. 
+ Two major sins of the hands: 
* Murder 
* Theft 
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, One major sin of the feet — Fleeing from the battlefield. 
, One major sin of the entire body — Disobeying parents. 


THE WORST OF VICE IN CHARACTER 

The gravest and most detrimental of the Destructive Vices are: 
Transgressing the boundaries of Allah; violating the sacred 
prohibitions without any concern; heedlessly following the deaf, 
dumb and blind who are devoid of sound intellect; and approving 
of what Divine law and reason deem repugnant of the unveiling of 
women and general immorality. Socialising with scantily-clothed 
women in streets, clubs, offices, agencies, schools and universities 
isasource of misguidance, madness and and an opening the doors 


to moral ruin. 
Allah the Almighty says: 
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And when We intend to destroy a city, We command its 
affluent but they defiantly disobey therein; so the word 
comes into effect upon it, and We destroy it with [complete] 
destruction (al-Isra@ 17: 16). 


Without doubt, it is Allah Alone who knows what is in the best 


interests of His servants. 
The Messenger of Allah & ordered his two wives to leave the 


nom when a blind man entered, asking them: “Are the two of you 
blind?” (al-Tirmidhi). 

Awoman is responsible for her house and no good comes when 
she leaves it unnecessarily. Furthermore, when she does leave her 
home, the Devil provokes men to look up and gaze at her. She must 
beconstantly mindful of this, as the Devil uses her as a net by which 


toensnare men for the Fire. 
Therefore, awoman must conceal her charming qualities, avoid 


pthering with men and shaking their hands, and refrain from looking 
at them with desire, as gazing with desire is a poisonous arrow. A 
person who can not control his gaze does not control his heart or 


lis sexual organs. 
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O you who believe, save yourselves and your families 
from a Fire, the fuel of which is human beings and stones, 
appointed on which are angels, stern and severe, who do 
not disobey Allah in what He orders them, and do whatever 

they are ordered to do (al-Tahrim 66: 6). 


Women are the greatest test for men — at a time when they 
were recognized for their femininity, dressed chastely and avoided 
intermixing with men. What about the present condition, when 
women have begun resembling men in their dress, weapons and 
even warfare; When women intermix freely with them in the streets, 
markets, cars, assemblies and celebrations; and when they seize the 
opportunity to shake hands with young men. Moreover, women even 
gather privately with men without any disapproval. What happens to 
petrol when it comes close to fire? Woe to her once and woe to her 
parent or guardian a thousand times — how can he possibly be pleased 
with himself when she presents herself to shame or the raging Fire? 
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[A fire] Which leaps up directed at the hearts. Indeed, 


Hellfire will be closed down upon them in extended columns 
(al-Humazah 104: 7-9). 
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So let them laugh a little and [then] weep much as 
recompense for what they used to earn 


(al-Tawbah 9: 82). 


Allāh has ordered that a person save himself and his family from 
the Fire, yet there are those who willingly choose to drive their wards 
towards it. 
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PART FOUR 


On Women 
SONG EG 


TRANSLATOR S INTRODUCTION 


Thissection on women aims to re-establish the foundational principles 
ofthe Prophetic school of tarbiya (nurturing) and tazkiya (spiritual 
purification) which are embodied in the pure way of Lady Fatimah 
i-Zahra#. The Prophet & said about his daughter: “Fatimah is a part 
ofme- whoever upsets her upsets me...” (al-Bukhari). She was the 
dosest to her father in all aspects — in his tremendous love for her, 
inher physical resemblance to him and most importantly for later 
generations, her likeness to him in character and etiquette. As the 
kader of women in Paradise, she is the key role model for Muslim 
women in all places and in all times. Her life story has been recounted 
and her pure and noble character extolled for centuries through 
poems and tributes recited exclusively about her and the noble 
nembers of her family. She, a woman, is the revered source of all 
members of the Prophetic household, as every person with Prophetic 
lineage is able to trace their blood line back to either of her two sons, 
Hasan or Husayn. She is the ultimate female manifestation of the 
Prophetic Sunnah which is exemplified in her outer manifestation 
ofmodesty and her inner manifestation of taqwa. 

Any social or political issues and movements that have arisen 
tochallenge the continuation of her way and therefore threaten 
the nurturing of girls and women on the Prophetic principles and 
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conduct of modesty and taqwa that Muslims have inherited from 

Lady Fatimah, have drawn very critical responses from scholars 

throughout the centuries. Along with many of his scholarly peers, 
al-Habib Muhammad al-Haddar responded prolifically to the 
challenges that the post-colonial and post-modern ages pose for 
the establishment of sound religious knowledge and moral etiquettes 
in women today. Some of the social commentary and examples 
that he gives may at first appear dated to his particular generation 
and may even prompt indignation in the hearts of minds of women 
and men in the modern social context if they have come to accept 
the contemporary status of women and the objectification of their 
bodies as the norm. 

However, a closer reading of his comments in light of the 
principles of the Prophetic way embodied in Lady Fatimah reveal that 
he not only acknowledges but also makes a concerted effort to warn 
Muslims about intersecting paradigms of tradition and modernity 
at which a woman may depart (knowingly or not) from the purified 
and purifying teachings of classical Islam, while offering established 
solutions from the tradition that aim to secure her foothold on it. 
At no point does al-Habib Muhammad suggest that women are 
inferior, incompetent or ought to be banned from active participation 
in social and community life. He is concerned with establishing 
the correct foundation of attitudes and actions in women so that 
they may fulfil the many and varied roles they will undoubtedly 
encounter throughout their lifetime with the utmost integrity, 
dignity and respect. He unequivocally states that women are free 
to work and engage in social spaces, but on the condition that their 
honour is not compromised by doing so. He makes it clear that many 
problems and issues experienced by women in the current social 
context are precisely because the way of Lady Fatimah has either been 
abandoned, not firmly established, or compromised by other values 
and systems that give the illusion of benefitting women but actually 
only serve to demean and denigrate a woman’s integrity and honour. 

By using the examples that he does, al-Habib Muhammad defends 
a woman's right to an upbringing firmly grounded in sound moral 
conduct and ethics which are the basis of her character development 
and the key to a successful and contented life in this world and the 
next. Moreover, his discourse demonstrates that a woman requires 
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sound her who will aid and assist her, just as she is to aid and 
em in establishing and maintaining daily religious practice 
constant purification of the heart. The husband is a key person 
hatregard, and the fulfilment of her role as a wife is pivotal to her 
gesin both this life and the Hereafter, just as his fulfilment of 
jsduties towards his wife are crucial for his success in both abodes. 
ftheabove mentioned points are kept in mind whilst reading the 
gcion on women, the reader will understand the context of al-H abib 
yiammad s statements and the fact that they are grounded in his 
yendous concern for the well-being of women in this life and the 
prefer. His concern confirms what is universally acknowledged 
-thattespect for and nurturing a woman's well-being is central to 
ievell-being of her male counterparts, children, family and all 
nmbers of society as a whole. The original Arabic section has been 


sitedand abridged in translation. 


(TRIBUTES OF BELIEVING WOMEN 


Abdieving woman occupies a lofty rank with her Lord and there 
imthing between her and the Garden except four deeds, as the 
Messenger of Allah Æ said: “If a woman prays her five obligatory 
payers, fasts the month of Ramadan, maintains her chastity and 
isher husband she enters the Garden of her Lord" (Ahmad). 

Allah promises a great reward for men and women who attain 


thse attributes: 
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and women, for men and women who are patient and 
constant, for men and women who humble themselves, for 
men and women who give in charity, for men and women 
who fast [and deny themselves], for men and women who 
guard their chastity and for men and women who engage 
much in remembering Allah — for them has Allah prepared 
forgiveness and great reward (al-Ahzab 33: 35). 


We will now look at some of the attributes of believing women in 


more detail. 


MODESTY 
The Messenger of Allah & said: “Modesty is a part of faith” (Muslim). 

He also said &: “Modesty and faith are inseparable companions 
— if one is removed, so is the other” (al-Hakim). He also said £: 
“Modesty is comprised of ten parts — nine are found in women and 
one in men” (al-Daylami). 

He also said Æ to his daughter Fatimah : “What is best for a 
woman?” She said: “That she does not see men and that men do not 


see her.” Then he & embraced her (al-Daraqutni). 
The Prophet & said: “A woman is in the closest proximity to the 


Countenance of her Lord when she is praying in a secluded niche 


in her home" (al-Bayhagqi). 
Allah 2% chose the purest women for the purest of His creation, 


may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, and He commanded 
them in the Holy Qur'an with the following: 
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And abide in your houses, and make not a dazzling display 
lof yourselves] like that in the former times of Ignorance 


(al-Ahzab 33: 33). 


Allah z= addressed the Companions of the Messenger # as follows: 
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O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet’s houses, until 
leave is given you for a meal, [and then] not [so early as] 
to wait for its preparation, but when you are invited, enter; 

and when you have taken your meal, disperse, without 
seeking familiar talk. Such [behaviour] annoys the Prophet 
and he is shy to dismiss you, but Allah is not shy to tell you 
the truth. And when you ask [his women] for anything you 
require, ask them from behind a partition: that makes for 
greater purity for your hearts and for theirs. Nor is it right 
for you that you should annoy Allah’s Messenger, or that 
you should marry his widows after him at any time. Truly 
such a thing is in Allah's sight an enormity. Whether you 
reveal anything or conceal it, verily Allah has full knowledge 

of all things (al-Ahzab 33: 53-54). 


—wn 


Such was it prescribed for the Mothers of the Believers, who were 
syenerated by the Companions as their own mothers who bore 
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And when you ask [his women] for anything you require, 


ask them from behind a partition: that makes for greater 
purity for your hearts and for theirs. 







































THE QUEST FOR VIRTUOUS CHARACTER 


Allah ə said in reference to the time before bathroom facilities 
were established in the houses and believing women were required 


go outside: 
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O Prophet! Tell your wives and daughters, and the believing 
women, that they should cast their outer garments over 
themselves [when outside]: that is most convenient, that 

they should be known [as such] and not abused: and Allāh 
is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (al-Ahzāb 33: 59). 


Ibn “Abbas *@ said about this verse: “Allāh commanded the 
believing women to cover their heads and faces with a loose outer 
garment, except for one eye left exposed, so that their status as free 
women was known." Allah 3& says: 
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That is most convenient, that they should be known [as 
such] and not abused. 


That was in order to differentiate them from the servants or the 
slave women who would expose their faces in public unconcerned. 

The older woman who no longer menstruates is referred to as an 
aged woman. Allah u has given her a legal dispensation by which she 
is no longer required to cover herself fully with an outer garment, 
but only on the condition that she does not expose any of her beauty 
or adornments such as necklaces, bangles or anklets. However, it is 
preferred that she still covers her entire body in the same manner 
as other women. Allah ¿$ says: 
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And women of post-menstrual age who have no desire for 
marriage — there is no blame upon them for putting aside 
theit outer garments [but] not displaying adornment. But to 
modestly refrain [from that] is better for them. And Allah is 

Hearing and Knowing (al-Nur 24: 60). 


jWERING THE GAZE 
fhe Qur'an addresses such people as follows: 
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Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze 
and guard their modesty: that will make for greater purity 
forthem: and Allah is well acquainted with all that they do. 
And say to the believing women that they should lower their 
gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display 
their beauty and ornaments except what [ordinarily] 
appears thereof (al-Nur 24: 30-31). 


Such is Allah’s address to believing men and believing women, 
dering them to lower their gaze from looking at what is not lawful 
forthem to look at. 

Ina Hadith Qudsi Allah says: “A glance is a poisoned arrow from 
tearrows of Iblis the Accursed Devil. Whoever avoids looking 
kause he fears Me will have his fear replaced with faith, the 
sweetness of which he will find in his heart” (al-Hakim). 


CHASTITY 
Caste men and women live honourable and contented lives together. 
Tlehusband does not fear his wife's absence because he knows she 
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has covered herself with the clothing of modesty over which she 
wears her garment of reverential fear of the Creator of the Heavens, 
She never leaves her husband’s house without his permission and 
when she does go out, she only goes to places where there exists no 
blame or doubt, because she believes in Allah, in the punishment and 
blessings of the grave, in the Gathering, in the Garden and the Fire, 
and she believes in her Prophet # and in his words: “Any woman 
who leaves her house without her husband's permission endures the 
wrath of Allah until she returns home or until her husband is again 
pleased with her” (al-Khatib). 

She spends her life patiently obeying her husband until such 
time that death overtakes her, whereupon she will be triumphant. 
The Prophet # said: “Any woman who dies whilst her husband is 
pleased with her will enter the Garden” (Ahmad). 

It is important to note that Islam does not prohibit women 
from working unless by working their honour and religion are 
compromised and they are reduced to worthless commodities in 
the domain of iniquitous people. 

The wife is likewise secure, never fearing that he will betray her in 
any of his movements and activities. She knows that the fear of Allah 
js his guiding principle and that his belief in Divine recompense is his 
garment. So how felicitous is the state of this couple in the temporal 
world and how blissful will be their residency in the next. 
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Verily the Companions of the Garden that Day shall have 
joy in all that they do; they and their wives will be in 
pleasant shade, reclining on thrones [of dignity]. [Every] 
fruit [enjoyment] will be there for them; they shall have 
whatever they call for. "Peace!" - a greeting from a Merciful 
Lord (Ya Sin 36: 55-58). 


It is narrated that one night “Umar ¥@ passed by a house and 
heard the voice of a woman singing: 
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This night is long and alienating 
and I have not by my side a friend for comfort 


[swear by Allah that if His punishment was not feared 
the sides of this bed would rattle 


Fear of my Lord and modesty protect me 
as well as honouring my husband — without which another 
would take his place 


‘Umar praised Allah for the presence of these two qualities (fear 
simodesty) that protected her from sin. He then inquired about 
jad discovered that her husband was absent on military duty. 
wihen ordered his staff to ensure the return of all troops after an 
jence of four months. This is the period of al-iyla’ (permissible 
dine from marital relations) as mentioned in the Qur'an, with 
gaditional two months for travel and return — six months in total. 

Some scholars have taken the view that a wife has the right to 
¿mnd the return of her husband if he is absent for more than six 
mhs. Ifhe fails to return despite being able to do so, she may 
inatd the matter to a judge who can annul the marriage if she so 


requests, 
VSPONSIBILITY 


Te Messenger of Allah & said: “You are all guardians and you are 
ducountable for those under your care. The ruler is a guardian 
alisaccountable for his subjects. A man is the guardian of his 
lalyandis accountable for the members of his household, and a 
wmanisthe guardian of her husband's house and is accountable 
those under her care. A servant is guardian of his master's wealth 
wisacountable for what has been entrusted to him and a man is 
urian of his father's wealth and is accountable for what is in his 
ae. Youare all guardians and you are all accountable for whatever 
inour care” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


THEMODESTY OF THE PROPHET 


hen the Messenger of Allah & — the Master, the Protected One, 
Wonererengaged in sin or disobedience — received the pledges of 
ance from the women in Islam, he took a verbal statement only. 


A r 
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When he was requested by them to shake hands on the agreement, 


he replied #: “I do not shake the hands of women." 
‘Kishah &, the Mother of the Believers, said that the Prophet 
& tested the women who migrated to Madina through the Verse: 
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O Prophet! When believing women come to you to take the 
pledge of allegiance to you that they will not associate in 
worship anything with Allah, that they will not steal, that 
they will not commit adultery [or fornication], that they 
will not kill their children, that they will not utter slander, 

intentionally forging falsehood and that they will not 

disobey you in any just matter, then accept their pledge and 

pray to Allah for the forgiveness [of their sins]: for Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (al-Mumtahanah 60: 12). 


‘Urwah 3 reported that *A'ishah & said: “When any of the 
believing women agreed to the conditions, the Messenger # would 
say to her: Indeed, I accept your pledge of allegiance.’ She said: ‘I 
swear by Allah that his hand never touched the hand of another 
woman when he accepted their pledges and he never received them 
other than verbally by saying: ‘I accept your pledge” (al-Bukhari). 

It is mentioned in the Shama'il: "That he & was the chastest 
of people, his hand never touched the hand of a woman that he 
was neither the master of, nor married to, or if she was not of his 
unmarriageable, female relatives” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 
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You surely have in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful 
example [of conduct] for anyone whose hope is in Allah and 
the Final Day, and who engages much in the remembrance 

of Allah (al-Ahzab 33: 21). 


jf BENEFITS OF MARRYING EARLY 


fired Law encourages young men and women to marry early 
pskguard their religion which is the priority. The Messenger of 
{lin said: “Whoever marries has completed half his faith, so let 
inkar Allah regarding the other half" (al-Tabarani). 

There are many benefits associated with marrying early, such 
sincreasing the population of Muhammad's nation, as he said &: 
‘\anyand have many offspring, for verily I will take pride in your 
unbers over the other nations on the Day of Judgment" (“Abd 
ifuzaq), For this reason, it is unlawful to prevent reproduction 
wlimitit, for those who choose either of these ways have chosen a 
phincurring Divine wrath and misguidance. 

Our Master ‘Umar, & said: "Sometimes I force myself to have 
amours, in the hope that Allah will bring forth from me a 
Iisim"Itoften happens that those who take measures to prevent 
irher offspring on the basis that they have enough are afflicted 
vihthe death of some of their children after they have undergone 
peientative treatment. In such a case, they have lost in both this 
widylife and the next — and that is the manifest loss. 

Ofthe additional benefits, is to rear a pious child who prays for 
liparents after their death so that their good deeds do not cease; 
alifthe child should pass away before his parents, he intercedes 
irem (on the Day of Judgment). 
et & said: "If a person dies, all his deeds end except 
charity, knowledge he left behind that others continue 
ilit from, and a child who prays for him” (Muslim). 

Healsa said &: “There are no Muslim parents who experience 
death of three of their young before having reached the age of 
shriy, except that they are a secure protection for their parents 
wins the Fire,” Abü Dharr /& said: “I have lost two, O Messenger 
idé: “And two.” ‘Ubayy ibn Ka'b said: “I have lost 
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ON WOMEN 






When he was requested by them to shake hands on the 
he replied #: “I do not shake the hands of women." 
‘A’ishah g, the Mother of the Believers, said that th 


Beem You surely have in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful 


example [of conduct] for anyone whose hope is in Allah and 


& tested the women who migrated to Madina through 
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O Prophet! When believing women come to you to take the 
pledge of allegiance to you that they will not associate in 
worship anything with Allah, that they will not steal, that 
they will not commit adultery [or fornication], that they 
will not kill their children, that they will not utter slander, 

intentionally forging falsehood and that they will not 
disobey you in any just matter, then accept their pledge and 
pray to Allah for the forgiveness [of their sins]: for Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (al-Mumtahanah 60: 12). 


“Urwah ¥@ reported that “A’ishah /3; said: “When any of the 
believing women agreed to the conditions, the Messenger & would 
say to her: "Indeed, I accept your pledge of allegiance.’ She said: 1 
swear by Allah that his hand never touched the hand of another 
woman when he accepted their pledges and he never received them 
other than verbally by saying: ‘I accept your pledge” (al-Bukhri) 

It is mentioned in the Sham@ il: “That he & was the chastest 
of people, his hand never touched the hand of a woman thathe 

was neither the master of, nor married to, or if she was not of his 
unmarriageable, female relatives” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 
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the Final Day, and who engages much in the remembrance 
of Allāh (al-Ahzab 33: 21). 


tHE BENEFITS OF MARRYING EARLY 


fhe Sacred Law encourages young men and women to marry early 
safeguard their religion which is the priority. The Messenger of 
Alih 8 said: “Whoever marries has completed half his faith, so let 
him fear Allah regarding the other half” (al-Tabarani). 

There are many benefits associated with marrying early, such 
sincreasing the population of Muhammad's nation, as he said 4: 
‘Marry and have many offspring, for verily I will take pride in your 
numbers over the other nations on the Day of Judgment" (‘Abd 
i:Razzaq). For this reason, it is unlawful to prevent reproduction 
«rlimitit, for those who choose either of these ways have chosen a 
pth incurring Divine wrath and misguidance. 

Our Master “Umar, g2 said: "Sometimes I force myself to have 
intercourse, in the hope that Allah will bring forth from me a 
Muslim.” It often happens that those who take measures to prevent 
futher offspring on the basis that they have enough are afflicted 
vith the death of some of their children after they have undergone 
peventative treatment. In such a case, they have lost in both this 
vorldly life and the next — and that is the manifest loss. 

Ofthe additional benefits, is to rear a pious child who prays for 
his parents after their death so that their good deeds do not cease; 
adifthe child should pass away before his parents, he intercedes 
for them (on the Day of Judgment). 

The Prophet # said: “If a person dies, all his deeds end except 
ire: perpetual charity, knowledge he left behind that others continue 
tobenefit from, and a child who prays for him” (Muslim). 

Healso said #: “There are no Muslim parents who experience 
the death of three of their young before having reached the age of 
naturity, except that they are a secure protection for their parents 
inst the Fire." Abū Dharr ;& said: “I have lost two, O Messenger 
of Allah.” He said &: “And two." “Ubayy ibn Ka*b said: “I have lost- 
«e 0 Messenger of Allah.” He said: “And one, if you are patient ai 
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the time of the initial shock” (al-Tirmidhi). There are many othe, 


benefits associated with early marriage. 


As for the future, it is unknown to all except Allah and death 
does not come at a specific time or a specific age. Many young men 
and women postpone marriage in the hope of attaining university 


degrees to guarantee an unknown future. 
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And no soul knows what it will earn tomorrow, and no soul 
knows in what land it will die. Indeed, Allah is Knowing 
and Acquainted (Luqman 31: 34). 


The Messenger of Allah Æ said: “Whoever does not marry from 
fear of poverty is not of us” (Aba Dawid). 

One day, the Messenger of Allah & said to ‘Akkaf ibn Wadi'a 

“Do you have a wife, “Akkaf?” He said no, so the Prophet & asked 
him: “Do you have a slave-girl then?” Again he said no, so he asked 
him: “Are you of sufficient wealth?” ‘Akkaf replied: “Yes, all praise 
for Allah.” The Prophet & said: "Then you are from the brothers of 
the Devils — if you are a Christian monk then go to them and if you 
are from us, then do as we do, for verily marriage is from my Sunnah. 
The worst of you are your bachelors and the most deplorable of 
your dead are your bachelors. Beware, O *Akkaf, and get married!” 
*Akkaf replied: “I will not marry until you marry me to someone of 
your choosing." So the Prophet & said: “In the Name of Allah and 
with His blessing, I marry you to al-Karimah bint Umm Kulthüm 
al-Humayri" (Ahmad et al). 

As for the young man who is not able to marry, he will find his 
remedy in fasting if he is of the pious, as the Messenger of Allāh $ 
said: “O young people, those amongst you who are virile and capable 
of financial provision must marry, for it surely helps to lower the 
gaze and protects the private parts from committing sin; and if you 
are not able to marry then fast, for it weakens desire" (al-Bukhari 
and Muslim). 


106 















ON WOMEN 


tHE INVERSION OF MORAL TRUTHS — THE END RESULT 
of pISOBEDIENCE 


when the time comes in which moral uprightness is rejected and 
jlevil is esteemed, as the Prophet & said will happen, you will see 
ihe advocates of immorality calling the degradation of their time 
ind the ethical wrong of their civilization “liberty,” “freedom,” 
sophistication” and “progress”— but they are only progressing on 
path to the Fire. This is the most inveterate illness — for how will 
they free themselves from the profane when they consider it good? 


You are ignorant, and do not know you are ignorant 
and how can I cause you to know that you do not know? 


By this, they expose themselves to disaster and punishment that 
confounds and exasperates even the most forbearing. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “What would truly be your state 

ifyour women transgressed all bounds, your youth were corrupted 
ux you discarded your military duties?” They said: “Will that really 
happen, O Messenger of Allah?” He said &: “Yes, I swear by the One 
inWhose hand is my soul, that something far more severe than that 
vil occur." They asked: “What could possibly be more severe than 
that, O Messenger of Allah?” 

He said $: “How would you be if you did not command the good 
o prohibit evil?” They said: “Will that really happen, O Messenger 
of Allah?” He said £: “Yes, I swear by the One in Whose hand is 
ny oul, that something far more severe than that will occur.” They 
sked: “What could possibly be more severe than that, O Messenger 
of Allah?” 

He said &: “How would you feel if you saw good as being evil and 
elas being good?" They said: “Will that really happen, O Messenger 
ofAllah?” He said &: “Yes, I swear by the One in Whose hand is my 
soul, that something far more severe than that will occur.” They 
aked: “What could possibly be more severe than that, O Messenger 
of Allah?” 

He said &: “How would you feel if you commanded evil and 
prohibited good?" They said: “Will that really happen, O Messenger 
of Allah?” He said &: “Yes, I swear by the One in Whose hand is my 
sul that something far more severe than that will occur. Allah u 

swears by Himself that He will decree for them such tribulations that 
confound and exasperate even the most forbearing” (Ibn Majah et al). 


107 — 
MEL 


$ 















THE QUEST FOR VIRTUOUS CHARACTER 




















ON WOMEN | f Et 


THINGS TO REFLECT UPON 
Believing women should reflect upon the following things, 
The fleeting nature of this life and what is of benefit in the 
next life 

Allah 3% says: 
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Every soul shall taste death: and only on the Day of 
Judgment will you be paid your full recompense. Only he 
who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Garden 
has succeeded. And the life of this world is nothing but the 
enjoyment of delusion (Al ‘Imran 3: 185). 
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The Day when neither wealth nor sons will avail, but only 


he [will prosper] who comes forth to Allah with a sound 
heart (al-Shu‘ara’ 26: 88-89). 
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By time [through the ages]! Verily Man is in loss! Except 

those who have faith, perform righteous iteous d teous deeds and [join 

together] in the mutual te of truti patience tience and 
constancy uL 
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servant about the actions they performed on its surface and it wil 
say: “He did such-and-such on such-and-such a day’, and that jg its 
tidings” (Ahmad). 


The reward for chaste women in Paradise 


Allah 3% says: 
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In them [the Gardens] will be chaste women restraining 
their glances, whom no man or jinn before them has 


touched (al-Rahman 55: 54-56). 


In this verse, “chaste women” means that they have never glanced 
at anyone except their husbands. 
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[In beauty] they are like rubies and coral (al-Rahman 55: 


58). 
Then Allah 2& says: 
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In them [the Gardens] will be good and beautiful women 
(al-Rahman 55: 70). 


The Most High 3% continues: 
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Companions restrained [as to their glances], in [goodly] 
pavilions (al-Rahmaàn 55: 72). 
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Then the Most Merciful , reiterates: 
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Whom no man or jinn before them has touched (al- 
Rahman 55: 74). 


This verse refers to women who covered themselves, which 
sholars of the Arabic language say in this context means those who 
ire not been touched by any man other than their husbands. 

0 Believing woman, you enjoy an exalted rank with your Lord 
Who has honoured you with Islam, so be patient in practising your 
rligion until the time of your death, so that you may be with the 
sccessful in Gardens, the breadth of which span the heavens and 
teeath. You will enter into them in the image of your Mother Eve, 


| neternal youth, without any trials, fatigue, illness, sleep or bodily 


vste; dining at your will, eating a hundred of what you like, or more 
les, ina place where all that emanates from you is scented with 
msk You will be adorned with seventy tiers of the finest apparel, 
tthe marrow of your legs remains visible. Were you to descend to 
teearthly realm, your light would be such that the inhabitants of 
teearth would have no need for the light of either the sun or moon, 
ud the air would be filled with the most captivating of fragrances. 
Ware descriptions of the most intense beauty found in the Qur'an 
ad expressed by the master of the descendants of “Adnan, our 
Master Muhammad &. Read the Qur'an regularly, remember your 





lord abundantly in daylight and in the darkness of the night and 
wish your Prophet, the Intercessor for mankind, with peace and 
ulutations, forever venerating him and increasing him in honour 
ad nobility in the presence of his Lord. 


In 
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On Men and Leadership 
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leadership and the manifestation of justice 


THE LEADER OF THE MUSLIMS IS THE MOST NEEDY OF 
GOOD CHARACTER 


Of all people, the foremost who require good character are the 
kaders of peoples’ affairs. Their similitude is like that of the heart: 
fitis sound, the entire body is sound; if the leaders are sound, their 
constituents are sound. 

Al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said: “If I had an accepted supplication, I 
would pray to Allah for the leaders.” Rectification of the leadership 
begins when their faith in Allah 4t is established, the Divine law 
isapplied and their dealings with the community are guided by 
Quranic teachings. This brings contentment to the population, 
stabilizes affairs and increases Divine blessings. Allah 3t says: 
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If the people of the towns had only believed and feared 
Allah, We should surely have bestowed upon to them [all 


kinds of | blessings from heaven and earth 
(al-A‘raf 7: 96). 
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And [Allah revealed] that if they had remained straight on 
the way, We would have given them abundant provision 
(al-Jinn 72: 16). 


THE JUST GUARDIAN 


If the Leader applies Divine legislation to his constituents, he is 
deemed just and equitable. He therefore deserves what Allah has 
prepared for the equitable - one of the seven groups that Allah will 
shade under His throne on the Day there will be no shade except 
His shade. The Messenger of Allah & also said: “Verily, on the Day 
of Judgment, the equitable are on pulpits of light on the right hand 
side of the Most Merciful, Whose ‘two hands are equally meritorious 
They are those who were just in their decisions regarding their 
families and in undertaking their responsibilities” (Muslim). 


VICTORY AND FIRM ESTABLISHMENT ARE GUARANTEED 


FOR BELIEVERS WHO RULE ACCORDING TO DIVINE 
LEGISLATION 


Allah 2 says: 
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And Allah will surely support those who support Him. 
Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted in Might [And they 
are] those who, if We give them authority in the land, 
establish prayer and give zakah and enjoin what is right 


and forbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome 
of [all] matters (al-Hajj 22: 40-41). 
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lih Æ sent the unlettered Prophet Muhammad Æ with a perfect 
rligion to perfect life in this temporal world and rectify the journey 
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Allah has promised, to those among you who believe and 

do righteous deeds, that He will surely grant them in the 
land, inheritance [of power], as He granted it to those before 
them; that He will establish in authority their religion — the 
one which He has chosen for them; and that He will change 

[their state], after the fear in which they [lived], to one of 
security and peace: “They will worship Me [alone] and not 
associate anything with Me.” If any do reject faith after this, 

they are rebellious and wicked (al-Nür 24: 55). 


When the Arab Muslims purposefully accepted their religion 


andapplied the Qur'anic injunctions to themselves they became the 
helpers of Allah 3 Who then aided them. 
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O you who believe! If you will aid [the cause of | Allah, He 


will aid you, and plant your feet firmly. But those who reject 
[Allah], for them is destruction, and [Allah] will render 


their deeds astray [from their mark) (Muhammad 47: 7-8). 


THE RELIGION OF ISLAM IS APPROPRIATE FOR EVERY 
MTION, TIME AND PLACE 
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onto the next. He revealed to him & heavenly guidances and, 
Quranic blueprint that are unaffected by flaw with the passing of 
time. 
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This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed 


my favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your 
religion (al-Mà'idah 5: 3). 
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Verily the religion accepted by Allah is Islam 
(Al ‘Imran 3: 19). 
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If anyone desires a religion other than Islam, never will it be 
accepted of him; and in the Hereafter he will be amongst the 
losers (Al ‘Imran 3: 85). 


zl 


The ultimate blessing and the most trustworthy handhold that 
Allah 3 has chosen for the Believers is the Holy Qur'an. No falsehood 
is able to affect it — it is Revelation from a Lord who is Infinitely Wise 
and Most Praiseworthy. 


MISGUIDANCE AND DESTRUCTION IN THE TWO ABODES 
IS THE RESULT OF CONVENTIONAL LEGISLATION THAT 
CONTRADICTS THE QUR’AN 


There is none more misguided than he who exchanges light 
for darkness, remedy for illness, and the lawful for the unlawful 
by sanctioning the implementation of conventional and secular 
legislation which originates from diseased minds, impure tongues 
and unbelieving souls; and adopts them as the constitution for the 
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yusims instead of the Book of Allah a% and the Sunnah of His 
yesenger &, which is the elucidation of the Qur'an. This is disbelief, 
oppression and corruption, as Allah a says: 


(5,538 ASG din dol ue 2a J 25> 
(GUN th 2,3, 28 di dolus Lenz el uz 5» 
(Sh cà alls zin dol us 224 J 525} 


And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed — - 

then it is those who are the disbelievers. And whoever does 

not judge by what Allah has revealed — then it is those who 

are the wrongdoers. And whoever does not judge by what 

Allah has revealed — then it is those who are the defiantly 
disobedient (al-Ma'idah 5: 44-45/47). 


Surely this is manifest ruin, so give tidings to the one who calls 
tosecular law instead of the Book of Allah 2 of darkness and fatal 
filure in his worldly life before the greatest of all punishments in 
the next. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “There will surely be immense 
trbulations." It was asked: “What is the escape from them, O 
Messenger of Allah?” He said &: “The Book of Allah aw. It has news 
(those who came before; information about those who will come 
ter you; wise guidance for your affairs; it distinguishes between truth 
and falsehood, and it is not frivolous amusement. Any tyrant who 
dbandons it will be destroyed by Allah; and whoever seeks guidance 
inother than it will be misguided by Allah. It is the unbreakable rope 
of Allah, the wise remembrance and the Straight Path. Whims are 
wable to pervert it, tongues cannot be confused by it, and scholars 
annever be satiated by it. It never becomes worn or old by repetition, 
adits wonders are never ending. Whoever speaks by it is truthful, 
whoever acts by it is rewarded, whoever judges according to it E 
just, and whoever is called to it is guided to the Straight Path” er 
Tirmidhi). ; 
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THE EXCELLENCE OF LEADERSHIP 


Leadership refers to the Islamic system of governance (Caliphate) 
of Muslims and is the Prophetic inheritance for whoever follows the 
way of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, by rendering himself a father- 
figure to the young, a brother to those of equal age and a son to the 
elderly. This leader spends sleepless nights to preserve the well- 
being of the people and leads them to the Garden of Paradise - in 
chains, if need be - by his applying the Divine law. Such a person 
deserves the title of “Islamic Caliph”. It is he who brings pride to 
Islam, and preserves the happiness and welfare of the people as the 
Rightly Guided Caliphs did in their time. He is the “Divine Shade” 
of God which envelops the earth. The Messenger of Allah & said: 
“The humble, just ruler is the shade and mercy of Allah on earth, 
and raised for him are deeds equivalent to that of seventy of the most 
truthful servants” (Abi al-Shaykh). 

He also said &: “The most beloved of people to Allah on the Day 
of Judgment and the nearest in proximity to His Presence is the just 
leader, and the most abhorred of people and the most distant from 
His presence is the tyrannical leader” (al-Tirmidhi). 

If the leader is rectified his wards are rectified, and living on the 
face of the earth is better for the Believers than being dead beneath 
it. The Messenger of Allah & said: “If your leaders are the best of 
you, if your wealthy are magnanimous, and if you determine your 
affairs by means of consultation then the face of the earth is better 
for you than being beneath it. If, however, your leaders are the most 
evil from amongst you, if your wealthy are stingy and if your affairs 
are determined by the authority of women, then being beneath the 
earth is better for you than being on its surface” (al-Tirmidhi). 


THE JUST LEADER AND HIS WARDS 


Securing the pleasure of the population is something rarely achieved. 
However, when the just ruler holds firmly to his Lord and adheres 
to the Book of Allah (the Qur’an) and the way of the Messenger &, 
Allah bestows love for him in the hearts of the Believers and unifies 
them in support of him. He is granted such reverence that heads 
bow down before him and He casts such terror into the hearts of his 
enemies that he requires little protection. 
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Caesar, the Roman emporer, sent a messenger to ‘Umar ibn al- 
hattab & who said when he arrived in Madina: “Where is your 
ing” The people said: “The Leader of the Believers has gone to 
je outskirts of the city.” The man found him alone, sleeping on 
jeground on the hot sand under the sun. He placed his staff under 
(mars head as a pillow and said: “You have been just, so now you 
yesafe and that is why you sleep.” 

The just ruler seeks the pleasure of his Lord even if it displeases 
jisconstituents. Allah a is then pleased with him and suffices him 
fom the evil ofthe people. The Messenger of Allah & said: “Whoever 
pusues the pleasure of Allah and engenders the wrath of the people, 
issufficed by Allah from the difficulties of the people. Whoever 
pusues the pleasure of the people and engenders the wrath of Allah 
isleftto the devices of the people” (al-Tirmidhi). 


THE DANGER OF GOVERNANCE FOR A LEADER WHO DOES 
NOT UPHOLD THE DUTIES OF OFFICE 


Tie ruler is responsible and accountable for the individuals under 
liscare. He acquires a portion of their sin if any one of them does 
ot pray or commits an evil act. 

‘Umar & said: “I fear that if a shepherd loses a lamb on the banks 
ofthe Euphrates in ‘Iraq that I will be questioned about it." 

The Messenger of Allah & said: “You are all guardians and you 
ueall accountable for those under your care. The ruler is a guardian 
adis accountable for his subjects. A man is the guardian of his 
fmily and is accountable for the members of his household, and a 
woman is the guardian of her husband's house and is accountable 
forthose under her care. A servant is guardian of his master's wealth 
adisaccountable for what has been entrusted to him and a man is 
qardian of his father's wealth and is accountable for what is in his 

are. You are all guardians and you are all accountable for whatever 
isinyour care" (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

He also said &: “You will all be eager to seek political authority 
adit is surely a cause of regret and loss on the Day of Judgment. 


leadership is an excellent nursing mother, but is incapable of — — à 
waning” (al-Bukhārī). E 
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THE DANGER OF LEADERSHIP FOR TYRANTS 
Be not deceived by the [uninhibited] movement of the 


The Messenger of Allah & said: “There will come a time when the disbelievers throughout the land: [It is but] a small ay Ak 

leaders will speak and no one will refute them. They will all fall, one injoyment; then their (final) refuge is Hell, and wretched is +: Ue EM 

after the other, into the Fire” (al-Tabarani). ihe resting place. But those who feared their Lord will have En 
He said &: “I have cursed seven people, and the supplications beneath which rivers flow, abiding eternally therein, Tag ike 

of Prophets are accepted: The person who adds to the Qur'an; the as accommodation from Allah. And that which is with 

one who denies the Divine Decree of Allah 3; the one who deems Allah is best for the Righteous 

Allah’s prohibitions permissible; the one who violates the sanctity of (Al ‘Imran 3: 196-198). 


my family; the one who abandons my Sunnah; the leader who fails 


to distribute the spoils of war; and the tyrannical ruler who honors SEA eae ^ E 
the person Allah abases and abases the person Allah honors" (al- jet Ses AEO < yaad \, = oe 35» 
Tabarani). z 
He also said &: “If Allah z& invests responsibility in a person for { A (5912 aE pan eu 
the affairs of the Muslims and he ignores their rights, denies their n 
access to him and neglects their needs, Allah will be indifferent to his While those who reject Allah will enjoy [this pond 
needs, requests and hopes on the Day of Resurrection” (Abū Dawid). as cattle eat; and the Fire will be their abode 
The Messenger of Allah & also said: “There is no leader ofa group ; (Muhammad 47: 12). 


of ten people except that he will be brought on the Day of Judgment 
with his hands shackled to his neck. He will be freed if he was just, 
and destroyed if he was unjust. " (al-Bayhaqi). , 5 | pes 2 jé i pos) S) 
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SUMMARY OF LEADERSHIP 


The Messenger of Allāh & said: “The religion of Islam is goodwill 
and counsel to Allāh, His Book, His Messenger, the leaders of the 
Muslims and the general population” (al-Nasa'i). 

If you a seeking salvation from every disaster in this transitory 
world and in the Hereafter, know that this is only attainable by 
following your Prophet Muhammad &. You have in him the finest 
role model, so do not be deceived by the attractive facades of the 
enemies of Allah, for all that will perish and be followed by a most 
painful punishment. 

Allah 3% says: 
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The Messenger of Allah # said: “If this worldly life was worth 
as much as a gnat's wing, Allah would not have given a disbeliever 
even a sip of water to drink” (al-Tirmidhi). 








PART SIX 









Let Every Person Consider 


COV 


The Prophet & said: “Contemplation for an hour is better than sixty 
years of worship” (Abū Shaykh.) So let the human being think about 
how he was created, what he was created from, for what purpose 
he was created and to where he will ultimately return. Allah ax 
reprimands the disobedient by saying: 
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So he gave nothing in charity nor did he pray. But on the 
contrary, he rejected Truth and turned away. Then he went 
to his people, swaggering [in pride]. Woe to you, [O man!] 
yea, woe! Again woe to you, [O man!] yea, woe! Does Man 
think that he will be left neglected? Was he not a drop of 


sperm emitted [in lowly form]? Then he became a clinging 
clot; then Allah fashioned [him] in due proportion. 
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And of him He made two mates, male and female. Is not 
that [Creator] Able to give life to the dead? 
(al-Qiyamah 75: 31-40) 


Hence, it is necessary for a Believer to think about Allah’s creation 
and His blessings and to ponder over the Book of Allah and read it 
and reflect deeply over its meanings during the day and night. He 
must take the opportunity to evaluate all his actions, because they 
are his merchandise for the Hereafter. Allah a says: 
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O you who believe! Fear Allah and let every soul look to 
what [provision] he has sent forth for tomorrow. Fear Allah: 
for Allah is well-acquainted with [all] that you do. And be 

not like those who forgot Allah; and He made them forget 
their souls. Such are the rebellious transgressors. Not equal 
are the Companions of the Fire and the Companions of 
the Garden: it is the Companions of the Garden who will 
achieve success (al-Hashr 59: 18-20), 
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Qmankind, fear your Lord and fear a Day when no father 
will avail his son, nor will a son avail his father at all. 
Indeed, the promise of Allah is truth, so let not the worldly 
life delude you and be not deceived about Allah by the 
Deceiver. Indeed, Allah [alone] has knowledge of the Hour 
and sends down the rain and knows what is in the wombs. 
And no soul knows what it will earn tomorrow, and no soul 
knows in what land it will die. Indeed, Allah is Knowing 
and Acquainted (Lugmàn 31: 33-34). 


ur THEM CONTEMPLATE DEATH AND THE GRAVE 


theProphet & said: "Remember death frequently for it purifies one 
sins and causes renunciation of worldly life" (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 

He said &: “Indeed the grave is the first of the dwellings of the 
Hereafter. Ifa person is delivered from it then what follows is easier; 
adifhe is not delivered from it, then what follows is far more 
were” (al-Hakim). 

He said &: “I have never seen a sight more terrifying than the 
gave’ (al-Tirmidhi). 

The Messenger of Allah Æ would seek refuge in Allah aw by M 
sying ‘O Lord! I seek refuge in You from the punishment of the M 
greand the punishment of the Fire; and I seek refuge in You from per 
tetribulations of life and death and from the tribulations of the ~ 
Antichrist (Dajjal)” (al-Bukhari). A believer's obedience to Allah is 
impeded by the tribulations of life, while the tribulations of death 
«two: that which hinders a person from obtaining a praiseworthy 
ath and his meeting with Munkar and Nakir, the two interrogating 
agels, upon entering his grave. 
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Allàh will establish in strength those who believe, with 
speech that stands firm, in this world and in the Hereafter; 
but Allah will leave to stray those who do wrong: Allah does 

what He wills (Ibrahim 14: 27). j 
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T Strengthen us by giving us true and faithful spe 
li ildy life and in the Hereafter! 
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LET THEM CONTEMPLATE THE BARZAKH 
(THE INTERMEDIARY REALM BETWEEN THE GRAVE AND 
THE DAY OF JUDGEMENT) 


The grave is the realm between the transitory world and the Hereafter, 
After death, the physical body returns to soil and becomes dust. The 
coccyx bone is the only part which remains intact and from which the 
body will be restored. It is the souls that experience either reward or 
punishment in this realm. The felicitous are in a place called 'Iliyin 
in the Garden which exists above the seventh heaven. The souls of 
the wretched are under the seventh level of the earth in a place called 
Sijjin located at one of the doors of the Fire. From the grave is a ray 
of the deceased's soul and what a sleeping person sees of souls and 
supranatural phenomena brings him closer to understanding the 
realities of death and existence after it. Souls continue to receive 
blessings or be afflicted with punishment until the Day of Judgement, 
when each will be reunited with its physical body and recreated in 
a new form. Allah 2 says: 


From the [earth] did We create you, and into it We will 


return you, and from it shall We bring you out once more 
(Taha 20: 55). 
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Un Falsehood will they be] until, when death comes to one 
of them, he says: “O my Lord! Send me back [to life] in order 
that I may work righteousness in the things I neglected." 
By no means! It is but a word he says. Before them is an 
Intermediary realm till the Day they are raised up 

(al-Mu'minün 23: 99-100). 
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the Messenger of Allah & said: "The souls of the Believers are 
ghe seventh heaven gazing upon their dwellings in the Garden” 
ami. 
| Hesaid &: “The souls of the martyrs reside in green birds which 
tfrom the fruits of the Garden" (al-Tirmidhi). 


gHKING WELL OF THE DECEASED 


{deceased person should be remembered for the good in him, as 
ieProphet & said: “Do not remember those of your deceased with 
her than good” (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 

One day, people vilified a funeral procession that passed by. The 
pophet & said: “It is binding." Then they praised another funeral 
mesion that passed and he said Æ: “It is binding." Then he said: “It 
iinding on the one that you praised for him to enter the Garden, 
wlitis binding on the one that you vilified to enter the Fire. You 
mAllàh's witnesses on the earth" (Ahmad). 

The Prophet & said: "If three people testify for a person, entering 
teGarden becomes certain for him." It was said: "And if two people 
isifrfor him?” He said: “And if two people testify" (al- Tirmidhi). 


ISITING THE DECEASED 


Tie Messenger of Allah & said: “Previously, I prohibited you from 
isiting the graves, but visit them from now on. Visiting them 
acourages renunciation from the world and remembrance of the 
Hereafter” (Ibn Majah). 

Healso said &: “The deceased is in his grave like a drowned man 
sting aid, anticipating a supplication from his father, brother or 
fiend? (al-Daylami). 

Hesaid é: “Whoever visits the grave of one or both of his parents 


sey Friday is forgiven and considered to be of the righteous" (al- 


Thani). 


wenhe was alive; ^ 


The Menene of Allah & said: “The greatest comfort to the dead 
gnin the grave is when he is visited by someone who Agee him — 
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RESURRECTION 


Then let people contemplate the Resurrection from the graves. 
Allah .% will order the angel Israfil to blow into the horn and all that 
is in the earth and heavens will perish by His will, including Israfil. 
Existence will then remain devoid of any animate life, as Allah says: 
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Whose will be the Dominion that Day? That of Allah, the 
One, the Almighty (Ghafir 40: 16). 


The earth will remain as such for forty years, until Allah permits 
the skies to rain and creation, like vegetation, will grow once more. 
When the earth has been recreated, Allah will send Israfil a second 
time to blow into the horn and every soul will reunite with its physical 
body which will be resurrected bare-foot, naked, uncircumcised and 


sound in form. 


Allah says: 
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Thereafter, it will be blown once again, and suddenly they 
will stand up, looking around (al-Zumar 39: 68). 
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Then, when one blast is sounded on the Trumpet, And Dm nae Ste 
earth is moved and its mountains are crushed to powder a EN a 
one stroke — on that Day shall the Resurrection occur nd 
the sky will be rent asunder, for on that Day it is infirr 
And the angels will be gathered around its edge and e g 
will, that Day, bear the Throne of your Lord above the 
That Day shall you be brought to Judgment: r not an « 
of yours that you did will be hidden. Then he who w. sil 
given his Record in his right hand will say: “Ah here! 1K 
my record! I understood that my account would [one 
reach me!” And he will be in a life of bliss, ina G Gorden 
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the indigent. So no friend has he here this Day. Nor has he 
any food except the pus of wounds, which none do eat except 
the sinners (al-Haqqah 69: 13-37). 


THE ACCOUNT 


The first for which a person will be taken to account is the performance 
of the ritual prayer. The Prophet & said: “The first action ofa servant 
to be inspected on the Day of Judgment is the prayer. If it is found 
to be complete, it is accepted along with the rest of his deeds. Ifit i 
found to be deficient, it is rejected along with the rest of his deeds” 
(al-Hakim). 

He said &: “On the Day of Judgement, every individual will be 
spoken to by Allah without an interpreter between them. The person 
who is most secure with Allah will look around and see nothing but 
the deeds he did. The person who is the most loathsome to Allah wil 
look around and see nothing but what he did. He will look at what 
he has and see nothing but the Fire. So fear the Fire, even by giving 
the charity of half a date or by speaking a good word” (al-Bukhari 
and Muslim). 

Then the creation are subjected to a variety of difficulties - may 
Allah protect us from the calamities of the Day of Judgment and 
from evil in both abodes — and are then gathered together. Allah 


the Almighty says: 
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There is not an animal [that lives] on the earth, nor a being 
that flies on its wings, but [forms part of| communities like 
you. Nothing have We omitted from the Book, and they [all] 
shall be gathered to their Lord in the end 
(al-An‘am 6: 38). 
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p DAY OF THE OVERWHELMING CALAMITY 


let people consider the Day on which occurs the most calamitous 
qol all. Allah 3 says: 
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That Day a man shall flee from his own brother. And from 
his mother and his father. And from his wife and his children. 
Each one of them, that Day, will have enough concern [of his 

own] to make him indifferent to the others. Some faces that 
Day will be beaming, laughing, rejoicing. And other faces that 
Day will be dust-stained; blackness will cover them: such will 

be the rejecters of Allah, the doers of iniquity 
(“Abasa 80: 34-42). 


nou 


Onthat day the iniquitous will wish to avoid the Fire by ransoming 
lissons, wife, brother, tribe or even the entirety of mankind on earth, EV 
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The angels and the Spirit ascend unto Him on a Day the 
measure of which is fifty thousand years: therefore have 
patience - a patience of beautiful [contentment]. They see 
that [Day] indeed as a far-off [event]: but We see it [quite] 
` near. It shall befall on a Day wherein the heaven shall 
become like murky oil and the mountains will be like wool. 
No friend will inquire after a friend, though they will be 
put in sight of each other, and the sinner will desire: would 
that he could redeem himself from the Penalty of that Day 
by [sacrificing] his children, his wife and his brother, his 
kindred who sheltered him and all, all that is on earth so 
it could deliver him. By no means! For it is the Fire of Hell. 
A remover of exteriors, inviting [all] who turn their backs 
and turn their faces away [from the Right], and who hoard 
[wealth] and withhold it, and collect [wealth] and hide it 
[from use] (al-Ma'arij 70: 4-18). 


The Messenger of Allah & was asked about the length of that Day 
which will be fifty thousand years long and he said: “I swear by the 
One in Whose hand is my soul, it will be alleviated from the Believer 
to the extent that it will be lighter on him than an obligatory prayer 
he prayed in his worldly life” (Ahmad). 


THE SCALE 


Then let people consider the Scale, which is sufficient to hold the 
weight of the heavens and the earth if they were to be placed init, and 
sensitive enough to detect an atoms weight of good or evil if it were 
to be placed in it. As for the one with no good deeds, he is ordered 
to enter the Fire directly, and as for the one with no bad deeds, he 
is ordered to enter the Garden directly. The Scale is for the person 
with good and bad deeds. 
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Then, he whose balance [of good deeds] will be [found] 
heavy - will be in a life of good pleasure and satisfaction. 
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But he whose balance [of good deeds] will be [found] light 
- will have his home in a [bottomless] pit. And what will 
explain to you what this is? [It is] a Fire blazing fiercely 

(al-Qari‘ah 101: 6-11). 


The person whose good and evil deeds are balanced is from the 
people of the al-“Araf, a wall or fence of the Garden. There they wait 
until Intercession is made for them and they proceed to the Garden. 


THE REQUITAL 


Then let people consider the Requital, about which the Prophet & 
aid: “On the Day of Judgement all rights will be restored to their 
justowners, and even the hornless sheep will be driven to the horned 
sheep to butt it” (Muslim). After the animals have settled their rights, 
they will turn into dust: 
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And the Unbeliever will say: “Woe unto me! I wish that I 
were dust” (al-Naba’ 78: 40). 


The Messenger of Allah & said: "The bankrupt member of my 
tation is he who comes on the Day of Judgement with prayer, fasting 
and compulsory charity. He comes having cursed this one; slandered 4 
that one; consumed the wealth of this one; spilt the blood of that $ 
meand hit this one. Thus, he ends up giving all those he wronged z^ 
fhis own good deeds. If his good deeds finish before all his actions 
t judged, he then takes from the bad deeds of those he wronged, - 
which are thrown in his face, then he himself is thrown into the 
fire" (Muslim). wet: 
The Messenger of Allah & also said: ^Whoever has perpetrated an 
at of injustice against the honour or wealth of his Muslim bro 
should seek to free himself from it immediately before he is t: 
acount for it on a Day where there exists no gold or silver cc 
basa good deed, it will be removed from him according t 
ofthe injustice, and if he has no good deed, he will acq 
deeds of the one he wronged and held against him" (a 
Par 
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THE BRIDGE 
Then let people consider the Bridge, which spans the distance of 
the Fire and is sharper than a sword and finer than a hair. Whoever 
falls from it falls into the Fire and whoever crosses it arrives at the 
Quenching Pool of the Prophet &, which is the largest basin of any 
of the Prophets. The Bridge will be traversed differently: some will 
cross it like a flash of lightening, or like a gusty wind, some as fast 
as a blink of an eye or a galloping horse, and so on. 
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And there is none of you except he will come to it. This is 
upon your Lord an inevitability decreed. Then We will save 
those who feared Allah and leave the wrongdoers within it, 

on their knees (Maryam 19: 71-72). 


And know that the length of the Bridge is one thousand years. 


THE INTERCESSION 
Then let people consider the Intercession, to which the Messenger 
of Allah & referred by saying: “My intercession is for those of my 
nation who have committed major sins” (Ahmad). 

He also said &: “I am the master of the progeny of Adam, and I 
say so without pride. In my hand is the Banner of Praise, and I say 
so without pride. On the Day of Judgment there shall be no Prophet 
such as Adam or any other like him, except that they will be under my 
banner. I am the Intercessor and the first of those whose intercession 
will be accepted and I say so without pride" (al-Tirmidhi). 

The first intercession will take place during the period of Judgment 
when the Prophet & will intercede throughout the judgement ofthe 

people, and this is referred to as al-Maqam al-Mahmüd. Then he & 
will intercede for people to enter the Garden without any account; 
in the raising of the ranks of people in the Garden; in returning 
people from the path entering the Fire; and in removing the people 
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„mation from the Fire. Those who will be removed from the Fire 


d^ people who said, La ilaha ill Allah "There is no god except 


w andin their hearts they possessed faith, equal to a grain of 
yi wheat or an atom, or less than the weight of an atom. May 
jj; peace and blessings be on him and his family, and may He 
„us the most perfect emulation of him and bless us with his 
Psion without any preceding punishment or chastisement 


st any calamities or reckoning, Amin! 


rie FIRE 
people reflect on the Fire, and we seek refuge in Allah from it. Its 
levels are called Jahannam, into which the person who falls 


mbes for seventy years without reaching its lowest abyss. 
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Truly Hell has been lying in wait — for the transgressors, a 
place of return. They will dwell therein for eons. They will 
not taste therein [any] coolness or drink, except scalding 
water and [foul] purulence — a fitting recompense [for 
them]. Indeed they were not expecting an account and 
denied Our verses with [emphatic] denial but all things 
have We preserved in writing. “So taste [the harvest of 
your deeds]; for no increase will We grant you, except in 

Punishment” (al-Naba’ 78: 21-30). 
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Those who reject Our Signs We shall soon cast into the 
Fire: as often as their skins are roasted through, We shall 
exchange them for fresh skins, that they may taste the 
penalty: for Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise (al-Nisa’ 4: 56). 


Hasan al-Basri j£, said: “The Fire engulfs them seventy thousand 
times every day and when it has finished, they return for more.” 

The Prophet & said: “The Garden implores Allah to allow whoever 
seeks it three times a day to enter it and the Fire implores Him 
to distance from it the person who three times a day seeks to be 
distanced from it” (al-Tirmidhi). 

The supplication to be read three times daily is as follows: “O 
Allah, may Your peace and blessings be upon our master Muhammad 
and his family. O Allah, we ask You for Your pleasure and the Garden, 
and we seek refuge in You from Your wrath and the Fire.” 

O Allah! Make us of those whose record of goodly deeds is sent 
ahead as a blessing from You, as You have said regarding them: 
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Those whose good record from Us has been sent ahead, will be 
distanced far from it [Hell]. Not the slightest sound will they 
hear of Hell: what their souls desired, they will be abiding in 
eternally. The Great Terror will bring them no grief, and the 
angels will greet them: “This is your Day - (the Day) that you 
were promised" (al-Anbiyd 21: 101-103). 


THE RIVER OF LIFE 


Then let people consider the River of Life which flows past the 
entrance of the Garden. Whoever bathes in it emerges in the image 
of his father Adam, as a young man of thirty-three years of age, 
reaching seventy cubits in height and seven cubits in width. 

The Prophet & said: “The people of the Garden enter into it with 
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geheight of Adam at sixty cubits of angelic proportions. They have 
je beauty of Joseph, the age of Jesus at thirty-three years and the 
jsbic language of Muhammad may Allah’s peace and blessings be 
gonhim" (al-“Asqalani). 


qt QUENCHING POOL 


people consider the Quenching Pool, about which the Messenger 
fAlléh said: “The distance of my Quenching Pool is a month, as 
isthe distance of its corners. The colour of its water is whiter than 
nik its fragrance more beautiful than musk, and its goblets are like 
jestars in the sky. Whoever drinks from it will never feel thirsty 
igi’ (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 


THE GARDEN 


yy Allah make us the foremost of its people with complete security 
dwell-being. Then let people consider the Gardens, as Allah says: 
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[Here is] a Parable of the Garden which the righteous are 
promised: in it are rivers of water unaltered: rivers of milk 
of which the taste never changes; rivers of wine, a joy to 
those who drink; and rivers of honey, pure and clear. In 
it there are for them all kinds of fruits, and Grace from 
their Lord. [Can those in such bliss] be compared to those 
who will dwell forever in the Fire, and be given to drink 
boiling water, so that it cuts their intestines [to pieces]: ? 

(Muhammad 47: 15). 
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The Messenger of Allah & reported: “Allah % said: ‘I have 
prepared for my righteous servants what no eye has ever seen, what no 
ear has ever heard and what no heart of a human has ever perceived” 
(al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

He also said &: “The fragrance of the Garden diffuses for a 
thousand years, yet it will not be smelt by the person who disobeys 
his parents or severs family ties” (al-Tabarani). 

He said &: “I beheld the Garden and saw that most if its 
inhabitants were the poor, and I beheld the Fire and saw that most 
of its inhabitants were women" (Muslim). 

With his own chain of authority, Ibn Kathir says in al-Nihayah, 
that the Messenger of Allah Æ said: "Is there no one striving for 
the Garden*?! For verily the Garden is beyond imagination! By the 
Lord of the Ka‘bah, it is glittering light; shimmering scents; lofty 
castles; flowing rivers; ripened fruits; beautiful, charming wives and 
an abundance of garments in an everlasting, peaceful abode; together 
— with fruits and lush greenery, silk and blessings - a most exalted 
and radiant dwelling!” They said: “O Messenger of Allah, yes! We 
are those getting to work and striving for the Garden.” He said: “Say: 
‘In sha’ Allah”. 

Al-Bayhaqi reported that the Messenger of Allah & said: "Shall 
I tell you about the rooms in the Garden?” Jabir & said: “Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah.” He & said: “In the Garden there are rooms 
fashioned from a variety of jewels, visible from the inside out and 
from the outside in. They contain bounties, pleasures and nobility 
that no eye has ever seen, no ear has ever heard and no heart has 

ever perceived.” Jabir said: “O Messenger of Allah, for whom are 
these rooms?” He said: “For he who greets with the salutation of 
peace, feeds people, fasts constantly and prays at night while the 
people sleep.” We said: “O Messenger of Allah, who is capable of 
that?” He & said: “My nation is capable of that, and I will tell you 
how. Whoever meets his Muslim brother and greets him with the 
salutation of peace or responds with the same has fulfilled the greeting 
of peace. Whoever feeds his wife and children their fill has fed people. 
Whoever fasts the month of Ramadan and three days of every month 
thereafter has fasted constantly, and whoever prays the late evening 
prayer and the morning prayer in congregation has prayed at night 
while the people sleep." 
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j| Bayhaqi also reported with his own chain of authority that 
y Prophet & said: “Do not forget the Two Great Matters." The 


said: "What are they, O Messenger of Allah?” He said &: “The 
(den and the Fire." 


m following is a section of poetry by al-Imam *Abdullah ibn 
jhwial Haddad, encouraging people to strive for the Hereafter: 


How wondrous is the realm of the souls — greater and more exalted 
than the physical realm 
and this is clear to all who know 


How then can you exhaust your life struggling 
in service to this body and its finite form? 


You have been unjust — but only to yourself, young man 
and the wrongs of the lower self are the worst of offences 


Wake! May Allah guide you, from your slumber of heedlessness 
and vanity — and cease acting on doubt and delusion 

Journey on Allah’s path in earnestness and be steadfast 
Hold fast, be resolute, O possessor of resolve! 

Race before the arrival of death, the grave and the Calamity 
before you are resurrected before the Judge for decision and 
verdict 


Inthe end, you will walk either to to the blazing Fire 
or to the sublime Garden and infinite pleasures 


Life without death, bliss without misery 
dominion without end, youth without infirmity 


Gazing upon the Lord of the Worlds 
consecrated in His Names and Attributes How magnificent a 
reward! 


A tremendous and unequalled success 
aprize and gain untold. How excellent an achievement! 


All for the one who abandons this world and opposes caprice | 
he who preferred the Hereafter, and lived by knowledge ^ | 


Hewho adhered to obedience, piety and fearing God 
and who was sincere to his Master, with truthfulness and 
resolve 

May my Lord's blessings be, with peace manifold 
on Ahmad, humanity's Guide to peace and Islam. 









PART SEVEN 


Worldly Existence 


PRS 


Then let people consider the realities of worldly existence, its 
impending end and the inevitable Account of the great and minute. 


THIS BBAMEWORTHY WORLDLY EXISTENCE 


Asspoken of by he who brought the Sacred Law, may Allah’s blessings 

and peace be upon him and his family. 
The reality of worldly life is that it busies its occupant from 

obedience to Allah or casts him into acts of disobedience. Love of this 

lower life is the source of all disobedience. The Messenger of Allah 

5uid: “Love for this world is the source of all sins”, as narrated by | 

] dbayhaqi. This is when the world is blameworthy and its inhabitants : j 
aein the gravest of danger. Allah 2 says: 
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So turn away from whoever turns his back on Our message 
and desires not except the worldly life. That is their sum of 
knowledge. Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who strays 
from His way, and He is most knowing of who is guided | 
(al-Najm 53: 29-30). - 
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Whoever desires the harvest of the Hereafter - We increase 
for him in his harvest. And whoever desires the harvest of 
this world - We give him thereof, but there is not for him in 
the Hereafter any share. 
(al-Shürà 42: 20). 
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If any do wish for the transitory things [of this life], we 
readily grant them such things as We will, to such persons 
as We will: in the end have We provided Hell for them: they 
will burn therein, disgraced and rejected. Those who do wish 
for the [things of] the Hereafter, and strive therefore with 
all due striving, and have faith — they are the ones whose 
striving is acceptable [to Allah] (al-Isra’ 17: 18-19). 


There are also other verses indicating that the mere desire or wish 
for the lower world is from the Destructive Vices and that whoever 
busies himself with his worldly life and children at the expense of 
his prayers is one of the losers. Allah 2% says: 


easy Ab 5 eel éi yiia Spill K 


= 


6) 


(5657234 to AG alis Jaio dit Ss 5g 


O you who believe! Let not your riches or your children 
divert you from the remembrance of Allah. If any act thus, 
they are surely manifest losers (al-Munàfiqün 63: 9). 





WORLDLY EXISTENCE 


qi WORLDLY EXISTENCE OF THE GOD-FEARING 
plEVER 


„for the Believer, he seeks what is lawful from this worldly life 

sist him in his religion. He pays Zakat (compulsory charity) 
' performs the Hajj (pilgrimage), he spends on the needy and he 
gublishes charitable projects and perpetual charities. His worldly 
does not distract him from either the Friday prayer or communal 
pers nor does it busy him from the remembrance of Allah. Rather, 
aasists him in his obedience to Allah and provides a means to 
gk Allah’s pleasure, particularly after his hearing the words of the 
prophet $: “Whoever takes more of the world than what he needs 
ues his own destruction without knowing it" (al-Bazzar). 

And thus the worldly life of a God-conscious Believer is a farm 
ecultivates for the Hereafter. He nurtures it carefully and does 
mtlament about what passes him by nor does he compete unduly 
frit. Rather, he is extremely cautious about avoiding its trials and 
deceptions. 

The Messenger of Allah & said: "How wonderful is lawful money 
fra pious man” (Ibn Hibban). He also said: “Whoever seeks the 
wful of this world to accumulate it and boast about it will incur 
Alah’s wrath when he meets Him, and whoever seeks it to fulfill his 
weds without resorting to asking others, will come on the Day of 
hdgement with his face resembling the brightness of the full moon” 
(d-Bayhaqi). 

He said &: “Whoever sleeps at night exhausted from his labour 
eking lawful provision sleeps forgiven from sin” (Ibn *Asakir). 

He said &: “Verily Allah loves the believing, gainfully employed 
emant” (al-Tabarani). 

This is then the worldly life for the pious, those who are not 
tisracted by their business or trade from the remembrance of Allah. 
They see that wordly life is too trivial and base — though it may be 
plentiful - to divert them from the Friday and communal prayers, 
remembering Allah or to cast them into disobedience. Allah 2 extolls 
tevirtues of mosques, places of obedience and those who fill them 
vith obedience by saying: 





WORLDLY EXISTENCE 
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AE AMO een om. ENGL UT n Theiniquitous person uses the world to disobey Allah, and cares = 
(eren Ae Lead Sx a & ol ail os Be à) ker ae of his sustenance. RÀ 
CEA NIE IAN k zu The Prophet & said: “Whoever does not care from where he 
(Br eS 55; c Y Jo Jley 55 Gs „quires his wealth, Allah does not care from where He causes him Y 
iss Us GSE 3E 9I E UAM cél; úl $5 penter into the Fire” (al-Daylami). E 
MUR The worldly affairs of the corrupt come between him and his b NE 
NW Ua ey rity ce jare desir call 43 worship of Allah, causing him to neglect the Friday prayer and 
CAESUS NEUE t sor Moto OF REM communal prayers, and his worldly life is thus cursed for this reason. 
(oU IY ets Q^ $55: 4 «Las o? pg» The Messenger of Allah & said: “On the Day of Judgement, those 
with the most wealth will be the lowest in degree" (al- Tayalisi). 
[Such niches are] in mosques which Allah has ordered to be He also said &: “Those who amassed the most wealth in their 
pee url aj iud be mentioned frener ae worldly life will be the ones with the least reward on the Day of - 
Him within them in the morning and the evenings by men judgement, except for he whom Allah blessed with lawful sustenance 


whom neither worldly affairs nor merchandise can divert 
from the Remembrance of Allah nor from regular prayer, 
nor from the practice of regular charity: their [only] fear is 
for the Day when hearts and eyes will be transformed [in a 
world wholly new], that Allah may reward them according 


which he spent charitably from his right, left and in front and behind 
him, and he did much good with it” (al-Bukhari and Muslim). 

The blameworthiness of this world is when it makes a person 
forget the good of the Hereafter. The Prophet & used to supplicate: 


to the best of their deeds, and add even more for them out ‘Oallah, I seek refuge in You from the world that prevents me from 
of His Grace: for Allah provides for those whom He will, the goodness of the Hereafter, and I seek refuge in You from hopes ~ 
without measure (al-Nur 24: 36-38). that prevent me from performing good deeds” (Ibn Abi al- PH 
The Messenger of Allah & said: “On the Day of Judgement, THE WISEST PEOPLE ARE ASCETICS, AND THE POOR ARE | 
Allah will gather those from the early and later generations and an THE FIRST TO ENTER THE GARDEN 


announcer will call out in a voice heard by all creation: ‘Let those 
of nobility who are gathered together stand, those who were not 
distracted from remembering Allah by business and trade.’ A small 
group will stand, then the rest of creation will be taken to account." 


Ingeneral, the temporal world is encompassed by many pestis ant 
dangers, and for that reason, the wisest of people are those w 
renounce it. The Prophet & referred to this when he said: “The wo rd | 
isan abode for he who has no abode, wealth for he who has non: : 


THE WORLDLY LIFE OF THE INIQUITOUS ind itis amassed by one who has no intelligence" (Ahmad 
AE 3 Even if a person were to gather the lawful wealth of he en 
The heart of the iniquitous person is completely absorbed by worldly vorld and distribute it on lawful charities, two prayer c 
affairs. He does not struggle for anything, travel, or find pleasure or lemore meritorious. The Prophet # said: . "The (wo super " 
anger with anything, except his worldly affairs. The CERE world gies before the dawn prayer are better than the world A 
becomes his object of worship. contained in it" (al-Tirmidhi). 


The Messenger of Allah # said: “Every nation has a calf that 
they worship, and the calf of my nation is dirhams and dinars” (al- 
Daylami). 


Ifwealthy, righteous people will only enter enn 
ater destitute, righteous people, what will be A 
Who accumulates the prohibited and eRe, on 









24 Narrated in Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 
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tradition it states that they enter before the rich by half a day, which 
is equivalent to five hundred years. 


A DESCRIPTION OF WORLDLY LIFE AND A WARNING 
AGAINST IT 

Our Master, al-Imam ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Alawi al-Haddad & said in a 
poem: 
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What can be relied upon in an abode, whose reality 
is an apparition of brief slumber or a drizzle from a raincloud? 


A home of delusion, a refuge of every calamity 
a goldmine of pain, difficulty and distress 


Untruth is its form, treachery its dealing 
death its outcome, its being beyond grasp 


It destroys what it gathers, abases who it esteems, 
and harms who it benefits in the time that passes on 


The lower-self adores it and the eye stares ardently at it 
for its outward is the most charming of images 


Its magic bewitches the imagination to make it appear 
as the true reality, yet it is only temptation 


God created it to distinguish by it 
two parties: those of imbecility and those of intellect 


The foolish continues to amass it 
exhausting him from the Levant to Yemen 


With vigor, struggling, traversing all dangers; 
For him the roughest of transport is soft and easy 


The intelligent despise it in renunciation, cast it 
behind them as the filth of manure 


With illuminated hearts, they ponder its snares 
and find that it accompanies only anxiety and grief 
They reflect in thought on the reminders of those struck down 
who loved it body and soul 


Or those who erected its edifices and fortified them 
seeking shelters from the Divine Decree 


They obtained its generosities, revived its landmarks 
unsheathed its weapons for aggression and malice 
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They enslaved people until they became subservient 
to their orders, defeated and debased 


They stockpiled wealth and sequestered its most valued 
for the pleasures of their lower selves in the future to come 


Until when they were filled with jubilance over what they attained 
and they were firmly established in ultimate ascendency 


The destroyer of pleasures summoned them and they hastened 
to the avenues of death, becoming lessons for the intelligent 


Those graves in which they become decaying bones 
after their corpulence and obesity 


After grand appetites and the choicest for the morrow 
they are devoured by worms under dirt and baked-brick 


Their complexions altered, effaced are the 
lovely features of their face, eyes, cheeks 


Their residences are bereft of them; they hand them over 
to One who was acquainted with them in secret and open 


They are loathed by all those who were once intimate — 
relatives, wives and friends 


What was their allotted fortune from all they acquired 
except balm for the dead, except cotton and shroud 


Those castles and residences, vacant 
and bare ravens within them shrieking powerlessly 


Were you to pass by, with the owl lamenting them, 
in the darkness of the night, you would enjoy no delight in sleep 


You would not adorn yourself with the plumage of fashion in pride 
nor be deceived by love of family and residence 


You would no longer find pleasure in your captivation by food 
nor would you live enchanted by the world 


You took no heed when you witnessed death’s admonition 
you only saw it with your eye, heard it with your ear 


But advice offers no benefit to a prisoner of desire 
one of sealed heart, MUS away from all evident eaa 
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The lower-self desires something it will not ever attain 
for whimsical wishing severs Divine gifts, Divine blessings 


The Book of Allah suffices the intelligent as exhortation 

as was conveyed in the Book of the virtuous Master 
Muhammad, the best of Allah’s creation, our paragon 

purifed of heart from any fault or stain 
For him, from us, Divine salutations neverending 

as long as the winds bring rains and move the ships in the sea 
And upon his Family and Companions, for as long as the dove 
sings her melody 

and the yearning eye sheds tears for its native home 


THE WORLDLY LIFE OF THE DISBELIEVER 


If the world was not despised by Allah, the disbeliever would not 
be given a sip of water, as the Messenger & said: “If the world was 
worth as much as the wing of a gnat, the disbeliever would not be 
given a sip of water” (al-Tirmidhi). 

However, due to the fact that it is worthless, Allah has given 
the disbelievers what He has not given to others because it is their 
paradise. The Prophet & said: “The temporal world is a prison for 
the Believer and a paradise for the non-believer” (Muslim). 

Were it not for the fear of people inclining towards disbelief, Allah 
would have made the doors, roofs and houses of the non-believers 
from ornate silver or gold. Allah says: 
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And were it not that [all] men might become one [evil] 
way of life, We would provide for everyone that blasphemes 
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against [Allah] Most Gracious, silver roofs for their houses, 
and [silver] stairways on which to ascend. And [silver] 
doors to their houses, and thrones [of silver] on which they 
could recline and adornments of gold. But all this were 
nothing but enjoyment of the present life: the Hereafter, in 
the sight of your Lord, is for the Righteous 
(al-Zukhruf 43: 33-35). 


i BEAUTY OF THE WORLD IS A TRIAL 
f 


yos 


"es “el A uisi is Nl dé v da Gl 
p eode oed d ve 
That which is on earth We have made but as a glittering 
show for the earth, in order that We may test them, as to 
which of them are best in conduct. Verily what is on earth 


We shall make but as dust and dry soil [without growth or 
herbage] (al-Kahf 18: 7-8). 
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Wealth and children are [but] adornment of the worldly 
life. But the Everlasting Good Deeds are better to your Lord 
for reward and a better foundation for [one’s] hope 
(al-Kahf 18: 46). 


The scholars have said that the “Everlasting Good Deeds” — 
‘Swbhan Allah, Alhamdulillah, Là ilaha ill Allah, Allāhu Akbar, la 
Hawla wa la Quwwata ila bi'llah al-‘Aliy al-“Azim”, “Glory be to 
(od, All Praise is for God, There is no god but Allah, There is no 
night or power except by Allah the Highest and Immense” — are E 
{eter than the world, with its wealth and offspring, because whoever — 
wy these words even once sows for himself a tree in the Garden sA 





tat never perishes. 
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And keep yourself patient [by being] with those who call 
upon their Lord in the morning and the evening, seeking 
His countenance. And let not your eyes pass beyond them, 
desiring adornments of the worldly life, and do not obey one 
whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance 
and who follows his desire and whose affair is ever [in] 

neglect (al-Kahf 18: 28). 
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And do not extend your eyes toward that by which We have 
given enjoyment to [some] categories of them, [its being but] 
the splendor of worldly life by which We test them. And the 
provision of your Lord is better and more enduring 
(Taha 20: 131). 


The Messenger & said: “Whoever makes the Hereafter his primary 


concern, Allah will fill his heart with richness and contentment, will 
unify all his concerns and affairs, and the world will come to him 
subservient, despite itself. And whoever’s primary concern is the 
temporal world, Allah will place his poverty before his eyes, disperse 
his concerns and affairs, and he will not receive of the world other 
than has been apportioned for him" (al-Tirmidhi). 


He also said &: "Beware of the world, for it is surely more 


mesmerising than Harüt and Marat” (al-Bayhaqi).* He said: 
"The lawful of the world will be accounted for and the unlawful is 


punished" (Ibn Abi al-Dunya). 
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(T/N) Hārūt and Marit were two angels sent to the people of Babylon to 


teach them magic in order to test their faith. 
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qid "All human flesh that is nourished on the unlawful is 

fee g of the Fire" (al-Bayhaqi). The Qur’an and the Prophetic 
p” are replete with such examples. 

yo? - Quran exposes all the delights and diversions of this fleeting 

resents the more exalted and precious treasures of the 

5 jpg Hereafter. Allah 3 presents a complete picture of what 

iply all the treasures of worldly life in just four verses of the 

sp then he beckons His servants to eternal bliss. He says, Great 


Gigdots is He: 
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Beautified for people is the love of that which they desire: 
women and sons, heaped-up hoards of gold and silver, fine, 
branded horses and cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the 
possessions of this world’s life; but nearness to Allah is the 
best to return to. Say: “Shall I give you glad tidings of things 
far better than those?” For the righteous are Gardens in 
nearness to their Lord with rivers flowing beneath; therein 
is their eternal home; with pure wives and the good pleasure 
of Allah. For in Allah’s sight are [all] His servants, [namely] 
those who say: “Our Lord! We have surely believed: forgive 
us our sins, and save us from the agony of the Fire”; those 
who show patience, firmness and self-control; who are true 
[in word and deed]; who worship devoutly; who spend [in 
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the way of Allah]; and who pray for forgiveness in the early 
hours of the morning (Al ‘Imran 3: 14-17). 


Verily Allah has spoken the truth. 


THE STATE OF THE NOBLE MESSENGER IN THE WORLD 
MAY ALLAH’S PEACE AND BLESSINGS BE UPON HIM 


If the Noble Messenger of Allah & ate in the evening, he did not eat 
during the day; and if he ate during the day, he did not eat at night. 
When he passed away, his coat of mail had been pawned fora measure 
of barley. He left neither dinars nor dirhams as inheritance, but he 
was given the keys to the earth. 

He said #: “There is nothing for me in this worldly life - Iam 
only a rider who seeks shade under a tree, then moves on and leaves 
it behind” (al-Tirmidhi). 

One day Fatimah {$ came to her father & with a piece of bread 
saying: “I will not be happy until I have given you of this bread.” 
He said: “This is the first food that has entered your father’s mouth 
in three days.” May Allah’s peace and blessings be on the most 


abstemious of all creation. 


THE STATE OF THE NOBLE COMPANIONS à 

The majority of the Noble Companions were poor and only a few 
were wealthy. The temporal world was used by them all as a means 
to assist them in their religion; they did not consider it as an end for 
enjoyment, but rather a means to spend for the sake of Allah. Some 
of them spent half their wealth in charity while others gave all their 
wealth away in charitable activities. 


ABU BAKR AL-SIDDIQ & 

Abū Bakr spent his entire wealth after the Messenger & encouraged 
them to spend on military campaigns. He bequeathed eight thousand 
gold coins of his own wealth to be returned to the public treasury 
of the Muslims - the same amount he had used during his term as 


the Caliph. 
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(MAR IBN AL-KHATTAB & 

hough he was the Leader of the Believers, he wore clothes that 
yee patched with leather, and he said: “We are a people ennobled 
iy Alléh with Islam, not with our clothes." The pages of history 
sil with accounts of his self-denial and asceticism, and he fasted 
cuntinuously after the passing of the Prophet # until his own death. 


UTHMAN IBN AFFÁN & 

Heequipped the al-‘Usra army with one thousand camels, seventy 
borses and a thousand dinars, about which the Prophet & said: 
‘Nothing that ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan does after this day will harm 
tim.” He fasted continuously from the passing of the Messenger & 
inti his own demise, and he would feed the people food fit for kings 
en return to his own home and be content with vinegar and oil. 


AL IBN ABI TALIB & 
Hewas the door to the city of knowledge and the most ascetic person 
iter the Prophet &. Darar & said when he was asked to describe 
lin: “By Allah, he was tall and exceptionally strong. He spoke 
iisively and arbitrated with justice. He enjoyed coarse food and 
wresimple clothing. He was alienated by the ephemeral world and 
isomamentation, and sought comfort in the night and its darkness. 
lier witness that I saw him in various situations, such that when the 
rillofthe night descended and its stars were restored to their places, 
tewould stand in his prayer niche as though he had been stung, 
performing his prayer perfectly, crying tears of sorrow, clutching 
tis beard and saying: ‘O World, deceive other than me. Whether 
Jouyearn for me or present yourself to me, I divorce you absolutely, 
lirie- and there is no hope for reconciliation. Your lifespan is short, 


llave how long is the road and how desolate is the journey!" xm 
The following poetry of al-Imam al-Haddad mee the NT 
development of noble character: E 
The intention here is remembrance, advice and counsel 
for my own self and the brethren with me on this path — 


First, is consciousness of the Lord of all existence 
for it is nobility and safety in this world and the ne 


purvalueis worthless, and your danger is great! How little provision — — 
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feconstant in His remembrance, and persevere 
In it lies the treasure of the two Abodes. Hold firmly to it, through all times, with an aware and gathered heart 
and persevere — you will obtain what you yearn for and seek 


forit is nourishment for every guided heart 
Renounce your love for the lowly world, and a remedy for every wounded heart 
and all its pasture, for its contents are calamity 
3 À Perform the prayer give it its true due 
It distracts you from the Next, and it does not last. know its status in the faith of your Lord, and humble yourself 


You will never find purity in it — avoid it, abandon it 


its performance and preservation, be fully present in i 
Have patience, for it is beyond compare and have perfect, EEN heedless or scattered of heart fully p 
abundant, expansive gratefulnesss aaa di aha 
= So ig, charity and the Hajj 
And awe of Allah, the Tremendous, and hope in Him h Bs the obli duties, and em 
for these two are most beneficial remedies um toth d Phe Lord SMRKE ob gata as is 
And truthfulness and sincerity for Allah — preserve them with care Tox that soon you will die 


for indeed, they are the pillars of the path ber your demise, and fear an evil end 


And sincere repentance is the first step : 
; T PUNK SE. Remember that you will soon be travelling 
of those wayfaring to their Invincible Sanctuary toinnards of a grave and a desolate world." 
And from graves to Resurrection and the Gathering 
the Scales, the Bridge - the most fearful of horrors — 
Be vigilant that your intentions are pure 
Cultivate them, watch over them, and fear Him Then the journey to the Garden and its blessings 


Be content with what suffices of provision, forsake wishful hopes or the scorching: Rueand aheimous Rug gehren 
and scrupulously avoid what is not permissible Our Lord! Our Lord! B Be gentle with us — ; 
frin us, have. mere upar us, unite 


And with the bitterness and sweetness of Divine decree 
be content, and sup from your reliance on Him 





Be well aware of the evil of arrogance 
for it is a malady, and the restlessness of conceit and 
covetousness 


Likewise of ostentation, for it is hidden worship of another 
and discard obscenity, for it’s the mark of a servant who is an 
imposter 

Subdue your lower-self with constant solitude, 
silence, wakefulness at night, and hunger 


Wage war against your whim and caprice, 
oppose it like a repulsive enemy 


Fill your fleeting life with invocations of remembrance 
at their determined time and hours 


Always recite the Quran, the speech of your Lord 
with contemplation, beautiful recital and presence of heart 
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All praise is for Allah, the Generous. The poem has ended ~ 
accept it, my Lord and bring by it true benefit 
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whenever he was asked for something, he gave it, taking 
from his own yearly provision to do so - until he was 
probably rendered needy before the year expirated, if no 


other provisions became available 

he mended his shoes 

he patched his clothes 

he helped his family with household duties 

he assisted his family in meal preparation 

he was the most modest of people 

he never stared at anyone's face 

he responded to the invitations of both slaves and the free 
he accepted gifts, even if only a sip of milk or the leg ofa 


rabbit 
he would eat what was presented to him and reciprocated 


with better. 
he did not consume what was given to him in charity 


he was not arrogant when requested for help by slave girls 
and the poor 

he only became angry for the sake of his Lord 

he never became angry for his own sake 

he always stood for the truth, even if it harmed him or his 


companions 
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gue OF HIS SUPPLICATIONS 
quil & "When you find people hoarding treasures of gold and 
je treasure these words for yourselves: 

ord! Indeed I ask You for steadfastness in my affairs and 
golein being upright. I ask for gratefulness for Your blessings. I 
s You for the most beautiful and perfect worship of You, and to 
gue my heart pure and sound. I ask You for truthful speech. I ask 
jw for the best of what You know about me and I seek refuge in 
fufrom the evil that You know about me. I seek Your forgiveness 
irhat You know about me. Surely, it is You Who are all-Knowing 


ifthe Unseen,”26 


VORE OF HIS SUPPLICATIONS 
‘lord, guide me to the best and most beautiful deeds and character 
frnone can guide me to what is best and beautiful except You: and 


sett {tom me the worst of them except You.” 
‘Lord, indeed I seek refuge in You from detestable character, 


keds, desires and illnesses." 
‘Lord, Please instil my lower-self with consciousness of You 


ai purify it - You are the best to purify it; You are its Guardian 


ind Lord.” 
‘OLord, I seek refuge in You from knowledge devoid of benefit, 
‘oma heart devoid of fear, from a lower-self that can never be 


sisted and from an unanswered prayer.” 


The noble character of the Messenger & is an ocean, the true 
depth of which can never be fathomed. Some of those who praise 


him & have said: 
Despite the acuity of all who attempted to portray him 
Time will end - and in him are wonders yet left hidden 






Others have said: 
Portray him with all the words you wish, but by Allah, know 
That in all existence, there is none born to father or mother as he 
Vigan 
Mentioned in Ibn Kathir’s exegesis of Sarah al-Kahf, Chapin F 
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PART NINE 


A Supplication Read at the 
Conclusion of a Gathering 


PS 


“O Lord, send Your blessings upon Muhammad # and 
his family: 
O Lord, grant us fear of You that intervenes between 
usand disobedience towards You, grant us obedience 
to You that enables us to reach Your Garden and grant 
us certainty that renders easy the calamities of this life. 
letus enjoy, O Lord, our senses of hearing, sight, will 
and strength for as long as You cause us to remain alive, 
and make it lasting for us. Grant us victory over our 
enemies, exact our just retribution on those who oppress 
us, and make manifest for us our retribution on them. 
let no calamity afflict us in our religion, let not the life 
of this world be our greatest concern nor extent of our 
knowledge, and do not confer power over us because of 
our sins to those who do not have mercy to us or fear us, 
O Lord of the Worlds. 


Glorified are You, O Allah, our Lord, and all praise is for 
You. I bear witness that there is no God except You, I 
sek Your forgiveness and I repent to You [read 3 times] 

as much as the multitude of Your creation, the extent 
of Your satisfaction, the weight of Yourthroneandthe — 
plenitude of Your words. É 








THE QUEST FOR VIRTUOUS CHARACTER 


O Lord, please accept this from us, for surely You are 
the all-Hearing and all-Knowing; and turn to us in 
forgiveness, for surely You are the oft-Returning and 

most Merciful [read 3 times]. 


May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our Master 
Muhammad and his family and companions. 


€Glory be to your Lord, the Lord of Honour, above what 
they describe and may peace be on the Messengers.) 


And all praise is for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds as 
much as the multitude of Your creation, the extent of 
Your satisfaction, the weight of Your throne and the 
plenitude of Your words. All Praise is for Allah, Lord of 
the Worlds. 
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Dar al-Turath al-Islami 





or over 900 years, Imam 4 
Din (The Revival of the Re 
the spiritual ocean from which M: 
globe have derived their religious sustenan is 
compendium, Habib Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah a 

has forged a tributary from that ocean into the modern a 
contextualizing its guidance for readers navigating the st 


seas of contemporary times. 
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